54 CANADA TEMPERA

It appsars that the grievances eet forth in the memorials had
been too great to be Jonger patiently borne, for most of the public
papers noticed the petitions favorably, ana that of the Montread
Saciety was translated into French for the Menerve, and copied
into the Mélvagres Religieus. 'T'he magistrates thus suppoited
by public epinion, acted with vigor, as will be seru by the follow.

ing cxcellent roport :—
Provixes oF Cantba,

\
3 Distuier oe Movreear.

‘The Justices of the Peace for the District of Montreal, in Npeeial
Session ussembled, having named a conmudtes o enquire 1t
the qualific ations of the apphcants for Tavern Licenses, with in.
structions to report such as have noacconnodations for travellers
to whomn, as well as to grocers, it 13 mexpedicat to grant licenees,”

the undersigned, composing that committee, have the honor to

report as follows :—

“I'here were in all two hundred and seventy.nine apphieations,
of which one hundred and twenty.four were granted, and one
hundred and fifty-fiverejected, upon what your conumtitee deemed
sufficient evidence.

Among the latter were fifty-Diur new appleations.

The certficates granied appear w the Schedule marked A
those rejected appear in the Schedule marked B. subunted here.
with.

"I'he principal grounds of rejection were want of character and
those speesficd in the order of reference. .

It was, however, found impossible to avoid making exceptions
in favour of two Grocers.  Most applications arve based upon the
natural desire to carn a livelihood ; but mdividiad interests inust
yicld to the public good ; and the law e view of the abues and
cvils incident to the consumption of intoaicating liguors, has
wiscly imposed restrictions upon their retad.  Conformably, there.
fore, o your instructions, your Committee have dmuvshed tie
temptation to indulge in the use of ardent spints, by rednemng the
number of thes~ who deal in that pernicious article ot tratlic.
‘Tiey have not perhaps gone to the desirable extent; but the re.
form of most abuses isa work of time, and a violent or sudden
change might have excited oppusition to the course which you
have scen fit to pursue.

Your Committee would reecnmmend the promulgation of an
order making it imperative on alf future applicants for licenses to
specify in their petitions, the names and additions of their secunitics,
and accurately to describe the house, stable and premises  which
they propose to occupy. By law it is competent to the Excen-
tive Government to revoke or recall any license. Without the
recommendation of the Magistrates no man ean be licensed, and
this reccommendation is avowedly based upon an irplied, 1f not
an express, agreement that the applicant will eomnut or suiter in
s house no breach of morality and deceney.

Hence on the occurrense of such breaches the agreement is
violated, and the License say be recalled. It may be qustly pre-
sumed too, that the power of revacation will be excreised on ap-
pheation from the body of Mayristrates.

Your Committee therefore recommend indwvidual supervision
with @ view to denounce, at least, such flagrant violations of p.o-
pricty as coneern the comminnity at laruse,

The six petitions present=d to the Magistrates on this subjuct,
prove that some refurm is neccessary, and ot may be inforred
that the keepers of taverns not being sutficently wivrmed upon
the stateof the law, err from ignorance.—Possibly a person i ap.
peal to all those whase certificates bave been granted, and an ex.
plicit disclosure of your views and exprelations, might be cundu.
cwve to their individual interests as well as to good order.

Ia the present state of public opiion your commttce may re.
«<ommend the adaption of that measure as having at least a ten.
degey to diminish the evils incident to the use of mtoxicating
drinks.

Lastly, on two previous vceasions, at least, the eluims of vari.
ons unsuccessful applicants who had appeaied, fromn the decision of
all the Justices of the Peace assembled m Special Scssion to the
Execcutive, were referred to the magistrates or supermtcendant of

lice. The judgements of the magstrates were thus on same
ogcasiaps reversed.  ‘T'his course, it is 1o be presumned, was adop.

upou ample testimony, but upon testumouy which hud not
bekn adduced before this court.

tis also tu be presumed that the adduction of that testimony
would bave been productive of the same results upon the minds ot
the members compming the special sessions, and it may therefore

NCE ADYOCATE.

he ruggested that futare appeals ta the Executive should be re.
ferred not to any smgle individuai, but to the bady of the Justice
of the Peace churged by Taw with the perfonmancee of the simpor.
tant duty on which yon'ure now ass-mbled.

[f <uch be your opimon, vour Conntte e would recconmend the
transunission ot & copy of the present report 10 s Exculency the
Governor General 2s Lkely 10 attam the desired end,

The whale respeettully subnntted.

(Signed,)

A. Guav, J. P,

Arexis Larrasuowss, J.P.
Jossen Suvren, J. P,

J. G. Lavionerre, J. P,
SamverL S. Waarn J. P,

Montren!, January 30, 1844.

This Report was adopted, and it will be seen from it that the
tground taken by the Magmastrates was, that a person apply.
, ing for a tavern hieense shuld he preparcd to keep a tavern—that 1s,
o house of accommadation for strangers and others—not a mere
{ dram shop or tppling house 5 and no one will, we suppose, dis-
| pute that thisas the intention of the present heense law, which,
if enforced, wonld, as - the present case, greatly dimimsh the
number of heenses granted every where.  ‘T'his deesion of the
Magstrates however, gave, as was to be expeeied, great dissatis.

i

fection to the dsappomted apphieants and ther fricnds, who with
extraordinary activity, and zezl worthy of a betier canse, wot up
petitions to the Governor to reverse the decision of the Magis.
trates; and by dint of solicitation, obtamed the names of manv
highly respectable mdividuzls.  Mearing that as on forter ocea.
siong, some sinister influence mmeht frusirate all that had been
done, the following memorals to the Governor and Mugistiates
were sigued by the Roman Catholic Bishop und 18 clergymen of
different denominations, being the whole number in the enty, with
two or three exceptions, ar}d by upwards of 800 merchunts,
traders, heads of fumilics, and otacr citizens, constituting as res.
wetably signed memeorials us have ever been adopted in Mon.
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treal :—

To His Excellency the Right Honourable Sir Cuakres Tueorsr.
Lus Mercarre, Baronet, Knight Grand Cross of the Most
Honorable: Ocder of the Buth, one of Hier Majesty's Mast Hone
ourzble Privy Council, Governor General of British Narth
America, and Cuptam General und Governor in Chief in and
over the Provinces of Cannda, Nova Seotia, New Brunswick,
and the Island of Prince BEdwad, and Vice. Adunral of the
seme, &c., &, &c.

The Memorial of the undersigned Clergy, Merchants, and other
Citizens of Mautreal,

ResreerrenLy Seewern:

‘That the Worshipful the Magistrates of the District of Montreal,
assembled in Npeeial Session on the 3Mh ultuno, in consideration
of the public good, and for other reasons stated n the Reportgpf
the Commttve then adopted, did considerubly reduce the num
of tavern Licenses; o measure whieh the undersigned consider
absolotly required, and view with great satisfaction, us tending
to promnte in a proportionate degree tite piospenity of the ety by
duninishing a frntful source of the uesery and destitution that
now prevails to sueh a feartul extent, and of the existing discase,
immorality and crime.

That there is reason to fear that the eftorts of the Magistrates
ta sccure this desirable end may be frustrated, shouid the Exccu.
tive be induced to grant Tavern Licenses which have been refused
after careful cxamination by the Magistrates assembled in Special
Scssion.

Wherefore your Memorialists carnestly pray that vour Excel-
leney wiil be ploased to refuse all future applications to reverse the
decision of the Magistrates, or in any way to increase the number
of tavern licenscs.

Your Memoriglists would further pray that your Excellency
will be pleased to issue instructions to the authontics, to prevent
to the fullest extent of their power, the existence of unliceneed
pirces for the sale of intoxicating liquors.




