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meet which large deht, the Committee are
nut at present possessedof more than £250
of funds. ‘T'hey have no fear whatever,
that the public will allow the loss frum
1lus deficiency to fal), cither on the excel-
lent Chrishan men, whe have, as wstru-
saents, been zcahnul{ planting the gospel
seed in the hearts of the senuestered Yllgh-
tanders, or on the commiee, who, asal-
moners of the public bounty, have been
direcuing 1t into a channel which hasso
largely conduced to the moral naprove-
ment of the country  But the Comunttec
teel relief to that extent merely, would not
be atall commensurate with the require-
ments of the case. ‘The question 1s, shall
the Gaelic Schouls be allowed tu go down 2
Seminaries, which have been disinguish-
ed by those who know them best, asthe
schools of Chrnist—those candles of the
Lurd which have been blessed as the spe-
cial instruments of reviving rehigion in
many benighted portions of the Highlands,
and which, to human vi~w, cannot be ex-
unguished, without ¢ternat damage to the
population of many a glen, where they
are now 2lmost the only hghls that can
penetrate the darkness,and which are hail-
ed by many a fakthful pastor, as his most
efficient auxiliary in distriets beyond the
reach of his superintending care,~shall
these schools godown ?

The Committee can assure the public
this ¢mbarrassment has arisen from no
wmproper or extravagant expendsture on
tbeir part.  They did, in consequence of
he General Assembly’s Schools absorbing
the most of the congregational collecuions,
-educe, though reluctantly, the number of
schools trom 83 16595, as stated in last Re-
poet; and they have now, 1n token of their
~ubmission to the urgency of their cirenine
stances, given up other five schools, reduc-
ng the establishment to 50. But while
tbey do so, and deeply lament over the ne-
cessity of doing so,they cannot bring them-
selves to believe that !{10 public has defbe-
rutely said, * Let the Gaclic Schools go
down-—we prize them not.” They be-
lieve that this state of things, distressing
as it must be to every Scotsman who Joves
his country and his countrymen-—and still
wore to every Christian Scotsman who
rels 2 responsibility for the soul of his
brather—has, \n a great measure, atisen
trom the quietness of the Sociely’s apera-
tions an the midstof those loud and fie-
yuent calls on the benalf of other ubjects,
—objects of deep interest, no doub, but
which thewr promulers never could have
devired 1o operate wihe eximction of such
2avoure institunon 2s the Gaciie School
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The Committec have the <atisfaction to
state that in so far as they can judge they
have reason to behieve cach individual ot
the 50 Teachers retained by them, to be a
pious Christian man 3 and each persor in-
to whose hands this circular may come
has to consider and determme asin the
sight of God,whether he will by withhold-
inga litle -«:cuni.’u?' supputt, gave s suf
frage that this machinery, working by 50
pous and zealous ‘T'eachers among a pour
and ignorant, but most interesting portion
of our countrymen shall be for ever des-
troved. + &

There are in Canada, many natives of
the Hugllands of Scotland, who have ac-
quired sumcthing abnost entitled to the
name of wealth, and yet chenish an una-
bated affection for the land of the moun-
tain and flood, the land of their sires.  Wee
doubt not that the preceding statement wall
move their hberality, and that some of s
substantal fruits wall be wransmitted to
the Cemmmittec of the Guclie School Socie-
ty, 10 mingle with the offerings recerved
from their countrymen in other elinies —
But why, we would ask, is the muntam-
ance of these schools cast upon pubhe
charity 7 Can the educition of any class
of the people be mater of mdifference re
an enligltened Government 7 If the pov-
erty of the Exchequer be the plea, surcly
some keei-eyed ceononust mught find a
quarter where retrenchnient might be made,
witlnut entading ignoraice wd barbany
on the rsing generauon  Could our voree
reach him from this wilderness, we would
venture 0 wlisper in the stateman'’s car
that no ohject is more worthy of hus cave
than the moral and religious education of
the people, that as a mere question of fi-
nance, it s cheaper far to govern them by
eulightemng them, than to resirain amdl
leep them w order by militany force, and
expensive tribunals, and penmitenuaries and
pusons.  We will not cease to hope and
pray that such views of policy may ever
prevail under the ragn of our young
Quern, whose aceession 1o the throne 1s
this day, wnd e this remuote part of the
empare, haded vith juy fid acelunations by
fier Canudian sulgeets Let the wnple
resourees of Britam be Iratimately .



