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Shall not ber ehlldren in ail parts of the eaytýî rise
up and cal! lier bleasedl?

You no doubt rejnico w~ith îîs,bretbren, in con-
templating the higlîly clîeeting steppet whicli reli-
gion et the prpsont timte manifeste withirs the
Chîîrch of Scotland. WVe rei'er to this mainly in
as much as it afl'ords us an npportuinity of mon
tianing a fact tlntt neetls te bo wvell pondercd by
xnany praiessingchristians in America. A simple,
freqtient, full and zteiîs annotincoment of the
doctrines or' the Cross hoit been the grand mneans
which the P~pirit of God bas nmade eficacinuls in
înaintainingr and pramoting this state ai' things in
the Church of' Scntland. Indeed the minîsters
Who have been the mueat successfial there in awvak-
ening the minds af men do rnot aeem ever to bave
thnnght of aauy thing thnt wvas for a moment ta ho
put in ciimpatison witit the simplo preachinp oif
the Cross in convertiag sinners. This tbey have
reirarded ne tha wisdom oi God and the paewer oi'
God tinta salvation.

1Vherev'er there is a genîiiie rr'viv'al oi' religion
it will produce ail its boly frits in rich aiîindaîîce.
And it afflords the greatest pleasure to bc able to
refer to, nme of thase i'ruits wbich furnish ta us
abundant evidence that the Lord bas hy his awn
preciaus truth been arcomplishing a grent wnr<
for nome years past throitghout ail the bottiers ai'
the Scottish Chtirch. Who can dnubt this wlîa
thinks with enlighitenecl canflour ai' the efforts
which that Church i nnw mahking ta frec berselif
fram ail tinhallawed secular influence-her higb
and holy determination tn know no master in
spiritual things but Christ-ber zoalous efforts ta
purify hersel' fraont ait lieresy, and the noble stand
elle is talcing against Poper and the insidiaus and
bland infideliti ai the day. No~r sbauld the sacri-
lices she ia now xnaking ta provide the meana for
the spiritual instruction ai' the, destitute partion of
ber people bie forgatten. Within the short space
of three years nearly a million of dollars bas been
raiseil ta bud newv churcbes : at tbe same time
Vont sumo bave been callected ta aid weak congre-
gations in many of the British Colonies:- in sead-
ing the gospel to the heathen site is labouring
with great zeal andi perseverance, and raany of' ber
Iaost accomplished preachers have gotne forth te
the work oi the Lard in the dark places ai the
esrth. These things are ceering ta every chris-
tiRn heart -- and, bretbren, are tbey nlot peculiar-
]y no whea they can be traced so directly ta the
viviiying influences ni' those doctrines that rnalce
a crueifled Saviotir ail in ail te perishing sianers ?

W. were grieved, chriatian brothren, to learn

such an alarming aspect that the 49sembly bad.
been timier the pleccssity ai dissolving certain
Synodes whici hadl become most iui'ectedl by lieret.
ical notions and aniîpresbytcrinl practices. Of ail
tliis we were w~eil nwarc before we received your
letter. At tha samne tir.e we were well pleased ta
have your own mtaternent oi' the case, and we beg
ta say that ta that stajtement wegmave ciîtire creilit.
It is likeiy tîtat aur opinion Qn tue course you hava
pursued may bo ta you aof little momnent. Yet as
a sister CIîurch we are cormstraincd to may that we
t*ully approve ai the stops you bave beep cnirpelie4
ta talie. %Ve speak advîeedly-witb a full know-
edgeofai the case, and free from ail încliaritable

f'eelinigs and prejudices %vIit.n we declare that-if
Presbyterial Cliurch, goverrameat %vas to be main-
Uîned ainong you-i the truths oi' the Gospel
woe ta bc prnclaiined in their simnplicity and,
pli rity-.ii the %vorsliip of the sanctuary was taLec
preserved irom %vild and unscriptural novelties-.
if the Most fatal disordera and erata were to be
driven irofn yaurcommnuaiun-wve cannot canceit'o
what cIsc you could have donc than priss the dis.
owning act. Yea, brethren, looldng t thiat act in
ail its bcarings we regard it as neither harsh nor
anjust, Truly if you wvili perm~it us ta speak
plainly, we thiiik your sin bas not been basty
severity but culpable forbearance. lVbile men
slept, the eneiny sowed tares. And liera we cati-
iiat but reinark, that ta us it appears a very plain
matterthat wlhen persons abandoq the standards ai
a cliurch, or repudiate the essential doctrines
ai its confession, tie course which honesty pointa
ont is qiîietly ta withdraw from that chureh.
Ta rernain in jts cnmmnunion,-.ta seek &helter bie.
liind the standards they trent with obloquy and the
constitution tlîey labour ta siîbvert, in equally nt
variance with order and integrity.

Weu cannat, bretbirea, coateinplate the decision
tiat bas recently been given against yqu iii the
civil courts witlîout sorraov and astonihtent.
Thiat te case should ever have been carried tu, a
civil tribunal muîst be matter ai surprise ta ail wbo
Iîold tîtthei church ought and docas possess sut'-
i'icicnt pawers in lier awn jîîdicataries for cleciding
tili questions of doctrine, discipline, ar.d govern.
ment. But let the issue befare civil courts be
wlîat it may, yaîîr triumph depende flot an it. A
t'ictory lias already been gaiaed worth every sacri-
fire %viilch you may bc required ta maire. A charcli
that lialda fast the trutli zay leu ber prop.erty eîîd
suier machi tcmparary cmbarrassment ; yet in iai
eyes wvho walketh in the midst ai the seven golden
randiesticks she is rich,-all glariaus witbia, and

fram yonr letter that errors nud irregritlatities had Ieininently powerful fur gaod. A charch becames
crept into jour Cliurch which at lcngth asamed Jpoar, and %vealc, and despicable, anly whien she


