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unfrequently estiinate too highly the degree of
knowledge aitained by their hearers, and therefore
are not sufliciently simple and clear in their preach
ing. Inevery congregation there are those who,
cunsidering the years at which they have arrived,
and the time during which they have sat under
the ministry of the gospel, mightbe qualified to
teach others 3 but who, nevertheless, hove need to
be taught the first princaples of the oracles of God.,
With the consciences of stimers there must be
close dealing, and trequent recurrence to those aw-
ful representations of their guilt and danger with
which the scriptures ubound.  Those who are
sleeping the deep sleep of spiritual death, are not
casily awakened. ‘I'he carcless and irreligious
are rarely impressed with any thing that is not of
an alarming nawre.  To the ignorant, therefore,
it is necessary that you speak plinly ; to the
carcless and sccure you must frequently cause the
trumpet to send forth the loudest and most pierc-
ing sound which you are capable of producing.
Allow not sinners to walk on in the broud road
that Jeadeth to destruction, without hearing your
warning voice calling themto retumn. You must
set before them life and death, the blessing and the
the curse, heaven and hell, in the strongest terms.
Without plainness of preaching sinners cannot be
converted, nor saints edified,

The word must be preached fuithfully. You

must declare the whole counsel of God whether
men will ear or whether they will forbear.  You
are to keep back no part, but declare the whole
without reserve.  You must not, for fear of offend-
ng any of your hearers, hesitate to assert and
mumtan any scrptural doctrine which may be of-
{ensive to thar prejudices, or to mculeate any duty
in the discharge of which they are glaringly de-
ficicnt, or to denounceany sin of which they are
notoriously guilty.  You must remember that if
you were to attempt, or cven to wish, to please
men, you will no longer be the servant of Christ ;
that therefore you must so speak, not as pleasing
wen but Gud who trieth your heart.

The word ought to be preached solemaly.
And surely if the deepest solemnity is on any oc-
casion becoming, it is when in Christ's stead you
are besceching sinuers to bereconciled to Gud—
when you are setting before them the infinitely
important realitics of death, and judgment, and
ciernity—when you are discoursing to them of
heaven in all its transcendant glories, or of hell
in all its unuticrable horrors.  How fervemtly
ought you to pray, that ou all oceasions you may
hic cnabled 10 preach the word with @ solemmty m
¥ouie degrce becoming the grandeur of the sub-
jecisof which you treat—a solemmnity caleulated
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to awethe thoughtless, and to make them fee)
that religion is indeed a serious thung—the most
serious of all things, and that to be indifferent about
it is folly and smadness which no languageis stroug
enough to describe,

But the word ought also to be preached affec-
tionately.  You must endeavour to convinee your
hearers that you love them with tender affection,
and are most anxious to promote their best inter-
ests.  You must study to address them with the
kindly fecling, the earnest tone and the winning
manmer of a parent counselling, warning and rebuk.
ing, comforting and encouraging his beloved
children, accordiny to their various circumstances
and necessities.  Even when you speak to them of
the worm that never dies, of the fire that is not
quenched, and of the wretchedness of those who
go away into cverlasting punishment, it will be
with a trembling concern lest any of them should
be subjected to so appaling a doom. The whale
of your ministrations ought to be the offspring of
love and affection ; and with the tenderness of
christiun compassion you ought to beseech them to
be reconciled to God, and to flee from the wrath
to come.

In conclusion, then, and in the language of the
apostle, “I charge you before God and the Lord
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the
dead at Ins appeanng and kingdowm, preach the
word ; be instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and
doctrine.” May you prove vourself a workwan
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth. May you so preach, and may
vour people so hear, that the word inay be to you
and to them the savour of life unto hfe, and the
power of God unto salvation.—ANESN.

REPLECTINONG ON THE NIW YEAR.

Uroin Feazmente, frmn the Sty of a Pactar, By Gardaer
Fpring, 1'astor of e brick Preshiyterian Church in the
Cuy of New-York
Can it be that another year bas fied?  With all

itsjoys and trials, all its sins and duties, all its in-

structions and privileges,—is it fed3  Yes, it is
conc. It has tenminated the lives of willions, and
hkean irresistible cursent, has borue than on to the
grave and the judgment.  Ithas gone.  Like adream

of the mght, it has gone!




