
THE PRACTICAL BEE-KEEPER.

&,>t one ag it will soqn pay for itsell; tie
wax is of superior quality.

The question ivas askcde( at the con-
vention at Chîicago last 1 4111, "1What is
the cause of so înany of the qucens sent
ont proving wortliless," or sornetliino. to
that effect. 1 have corne to tlic conclus-
%none of tlîe causes is limving' queens

raised froni larvac inist2ad of the cgo-
I find soine of thtt breedcrs, that are using
tic DWQlttle, plan, arc, sending out in-
ferior queff.to wliat tlîey did before
they* adopted tlîat rntliod. 1 think- the
trouble is in trying to ,-t a colony to
rixise too îuany quen ceils or using tooc
old larvae. I want iiiy.quccui ceils
startcd froni thîe eggD t *o produce the best
qucns. Our queen breeders, 1 arn
afraid, ar-, sacribicing quality for the
sake of produeing' cheap queens, y-et I
believe they are un1couselous of it.

C. D. DuVALL.
Spencerville, Md., June 1891.

AN INNOVATION.

G. JOURDAIN.
An innovation whicli appears te ns te

be a hîappy one lias beeîi wroughit, out
lately, in the construction of hiives.

The practical mani is beginingi vo un-
derstand'that strong, colonies are a
primar.v conîdition of success, and lie lias
utiliza-d tlîe fecundity of sýweral quceei
becs to obtain colonies conîposed of nearly
10"),000 becs.

At first the twin-hiive was invented.
Tlîe word itsLtlf defines, the thîng; it is
a single Ilive contaiiîi twe brood-nests;
in it are lodged saparatzly two famnilies
UI) to the end or~ April or during- Mayi at
wliich tine thîe poorer qu:,-tni is snI)press-
cd and tîte two colonies rcuiiited.

Doasý tlîis systilm reallYye present any
advantagos?

Practically this is whîat ive hiave:
(1) A bette inethod of wintering

because the two colonies nutually warin
ecdi othier tlîrougli the tlîiî p)artitioni
wiclii patc thien:

(2) An advaned developrncnt of the
brood favored by the temperature, of the
lîive and by the cconomyý of provisions
whichi is a consequence of it:

(8) A double force of workers for tie
honiey flow since, a, part of the urses are
no lon ger occupied in raising- brood.

The vtin-hive lias beer. inucli extolled
by the distinguished, apiculturîst M.
Devauclielle. For two, or thiree years it,
lias been irrowing in favor in wideIy
scattered localities and inany apiaries
,are nowv furnished, witli good and beauti-
fui double Iives. The Bulletin of the
Apicultural Society of tuie, Somme lias
several tirnes publishied resuits obtaiued
by Mr. Devauchelle. These results
show clearly tlhe advantages to bc de-
rived trom the niew systern.

The double lîlve lias also been tried iii
Belgium. Lu place or dîviding the
strong- colony obtained by the suppression
of one of the qucens, in Maty, some of the
Belgian apiarists pret'er to add a srnall
colony in July to the double hive. Thîis
puts tlîem in possession of an eniorious
colony for the lioney flow succeeding.

An Englisl apiculturist inakes use
of a metal partition whicli does nov
allowv the becs to pass but assures to
ecdi hiivc the saine odor. He thus
avoids any distarbance at the entranc
of the liive.

Iii soîne double liives the partition Is
never raised. Eacli Iiive %worlzs on its
ownl side. But above th'e two brood
cliambers is placed one comfmfof sup3-r.

Mlenî the lîoîiey tlow is greatest
the becs &) the two colonies put their
hoiiey in the coînmon super. A
p3rforatJ-d inetal partition (qucen ex-
eluder) alloivs th,- workcers to pass but
not the qucens or drones. Thjis makes a
combination vo, wlîicli we are îlot partial.
The simple tivin lîivc is certainly bettbr.

To resuine, the double liive marks an
important prograss in apicultur2. It is
a littie hieavy for mnanipulfation bitt this
is mord tIna ofF.siet b)v the' -n)oz r.sults
ohtiiîed froni its usýý.


