Jt was fortunate that these three gentlemen used steel furks,
whicl instantly disclosed the misehiel's it they had chanced to
use silver, all three might have faller vietims to these poison-
“OUS CONSLIVes.

But we are not yet at the wmst.  When Catherine de
Mudlieis wished to get rid of obsoxions pessons in an ¢mtistie’
manter, she was in the habit of presenticy them with deli-
cately made sweetieats, or trinkets, in which death lurked in
the most. engaging manner 3 she carried

¢ Pure death in an eavring, a casket,
A signot, 2 fan-mount, a filigree basket.”

Her poisoned feusts ave matters of history, ut which people
shudder as they read; but we question if the diabotical
revenge and cold-blovded wickedness of wn Ttalian woman ever
invented much move deadly trifles thun our low, cheap contee-
_ - tioners do on the largest seale.

OF SUGAR ORNAMENT.

‘T'lie painted jeast contains, among its highly injurious ingre,
dients, ferrocyanide of iron or Prussian-blue, Auntwerp-blue-
mamboge, and ultramavine, and amony its deadly poisous the
three chrome yellows, red lead, white lead, vermilion, the
three Briinswick greens, and Schecle’s green or arsenite of
copper.  The wouder is that, considering we set such poisou-
traps for children, ten times more enticing and quite as deadly
as those used to banc, rats, that the ~ greater number of
youngsters who partake of them are nat at onee despatehed,
and so- undoubtedly they would he if nuses were not cautious
about these coloured parts, which luve ulways enjoved o bad
wuane  under the  general  denomiuation of  “trash and
“ MESSOs, s'itis, weare informed by Dr. Lietheby that ¢no

less than seventy cases of poisoning have been trced to this
sauree” within three years!

In Prance, Belginm, and Switzerland the colouring of con-
fectionery with poisonous pigments is prohibited, and the
vendors are hield responsible for all aceidents which may oceur
to persous froin eating their sugar confectionery.

Allkinds of sugar-plums, comfits, and ¢Kisses,” in addition
to being often adulterated with large quantities of plaster of

laris, are always open to the suspicion of heing poisoned.
Necessity cannot be urged for the continnance of this wicked
practice, as there are plenty of vegetable pigments which, if
not quite so vivid as the acrid mineml ones, arve sufticiently so
to please the eye.  Of late years a peculiar lozenge has been
introduced, in which the flavour of certain fruits is singularly
imitated. Thus we have essenee of jurgonel drops, essence of
pinc-apple drops, and many others of a most delicate taste.
They, really are so delicious that we scarcely like to create a
-prejudice against them; but the truth is great and must pre-
vail : all these delicate cssences ave made from a preparation
of rether and wneid cheese and batter.

If we could possibly eliminate, from the mass of human dis-
ease, that oceasioned by the constant use of deleterious food,
“we should find that it amounted to a very considerable pereen-
tage on the whole, and that one of the hest fiiends of the
Jdoctor would prove to be the adulterator. But even our re-
fuge fails'us in our hour of need ; the tools of the medical
man, like those of the sappers and miners before Schastopol,
often turn out to be worthless.  Drugs and medieal comforts
are perhaps adulterated as extensively as any other article. To
mention only a few fumiliar :nd houschold medicines for in-
stance i—Epsom salts are adulterated with sulphate of soda;
cathonate of soda with sulphate of soda—a very injurious
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substitute.  Mercury is sometimes falsified with lead, tin, and
bismuth ; gentian with the poizonous drugs aconite and bella-
domz 3 thubrh with tunneric and gamboge 5 canthavides
with Black pepper ; and cod-liver and castor oils with common
and inferior vils ; whilst opium, one ot the sheet-unchors of
the physician, is adulterated to the greatest extent in i dozen
different ways.  Mediead comforts ave equally uncertain. Thus
potato-flonr forms tull halt of’ the so-called arvow.roots of com-
meree 3 sago-meal is another very common ingredient in this
nourishing substance.  Out of filty smples of so styled arrow-
voot, Dr. Hassall found twenty-two adulterated, many of them
comsisting entively of potato-flonr and sngo-meal.  One-half of
the common oatmeals to be met with are adulterated with ba-
ley meal, o much less nutritious substance—an important fact,
which boards of guardians should be acquainted with.  Honey
is sophisticated with flour-starch and sugar-stacch.  And Jastly,
we wish to say something important to mothers.  Put no faith
in the hundred and one preparations of farinnecous food for in-
fiants which ave paraded under so many attraetive titles. They
are all composed of wheat-flour, potato-flony, sago, &e.,—very
familiar ingredients, which would not take with anxious parents
unless christened with extraordinary names, for which their
compounders demind an extimordinary charge. Vo invalids
we would alzo say, place no reliance on the Revalentas and Er-
valentas advertized through the country as cures for all ima-
ginary diseases.  They consist almost entirely of lentil-powder,
barley-flour, &e., which are charged cent. per cent. above their
real value.

Of all the mticles we bave touched upon, not one isso impor-
tant us water. It mixes more ov less with all our solid food,
and forms nine-tenths of zll our drinks.  Man himscf, as a
sanitury writer has observed, is in great part made up of this
clement, and if you were to put him under 2 press you would
squeeze out of him 8% pailfuls.  That it should be furnished
pure to the consnmer s of the first importance in a sanitary
and economic point of view.

The Unity of the Human Race.*

Experience has taught us not too hastily to chnge any
scientific theory with heing contrudictory to Neripture.  ree-
dow of speculation is rightly privileged. Revealed truth is
not endangered by discussion and investigation.

Hence, when 2 theory is proposed to us like that of the spe-
cific difference between the several mees of manking, we shall
do well to reccive it without anger or contempt, and to cnquire
whether it may vot be possibly consistent with Theological and
physivlogical seience.

That the whole human riee has sprang from one male and
one female at the first, seems, however, to be distinetly taught
in Ioly Scripture, and tobea mntter of the highest antecedent
probability from physieal considemtions,

The doctrine of our oneness of ovigin, let it be noted, does
not depend upon a single text, such as that which affirms that
“ God hatlt made of ouc blood 2l the nations of men.” Though
this passage, and others like it, should be explained away, that
doetrine could not perish with them.  For all Scripture either
asserts or ulse assumes the unity of the human fanily.  Adam
by transgression fell; mankind in general were involved in the
fall.  They have an hereditary taint; their nature is corrupted,
becanse they are his ofispring.  And their redemption cowes
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