
O)u r indiu n Emp i t'e.

nificence slowvly paling uncler Brit-
ishi rue. It is Occidental coloniza-
tion rnaking fatal inroads upon
Oriental fashions. It is caste
goingr out of (late. It is a Chiris-
tianity subduing a subtie but effete
paganisin. It is the Himalavas,
witlî their inspireci heiglitsa~nd soli-
tudles under' sun and .moon, con-
temiplating ail and prophesying
1)etter ag ý es to corne.

India signifies the commingling
of Occident and Orient; India is al-
ready the rudder of reformi of al

back to the tinie of Alexander, and
a literatuire to that of Zoroaster;
with its highlv-cultiv'atecI Brahiini
caste and a viast substratum of Iiu-
miai wvretchedness, it presents at
once extraor(linar\' difficulties and
reniar<able facilities for the diffu-
sion of the Gospel. \'Vhile thec
l)roud Brahiini looks down froin
the hieights of a loftv scorn on bis
conquerors, îN'ho were nak-ed sax'-
ages at a tinie whien the ancient
pundits of India wcre icarned
sages, yet now, as in the dlays of
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Asia. Yoti Lecomie l)assionately
attached to this land for its own
sake, and because you feel that
whloever is useful in Jndia is reachi-
ing, Asia at large. You. hear in
imiagination more distinctly îvith
everv sunrise the rustle of its palms
and bamboos ami mango-trees, the
flowv of its rivers, the mysterious
voices of its past, the multitudinous
stir of its present millions, the ad-
vancing- footsteps of its future.

Inidia' presents one of the most
implortant mission fields in the
îvorld. With a civilization going

the personal m-inistry of our Lord,
the common people, îvearv witb
waiting for a healer of their woes,
hear glladly the Word of Life.

One of the greatest obstacles to
Inclian evangelization is the die-
gcraded condition of wornen. It is
impossible to raise the moral status
of tlîe people w'ithout raisingy that
of its wvonien. And here the Gos-
pel lias shown itself the best fricnd
of flic womnen of India, as well as
of wvomanhood throughiout the
world. Till the advent of Chiris-
tianity they were regarded iii vouth
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