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proportion of their congregations than of
eurs were already paying the minimnm,
and of course a correspondingly smaller
proportion required to be aided by Sup-
lement. A few facts will fully establish
his atatement. The whole number of
eongregations in the Western Section
is 573. The whole number in the Hast-
& Section 180. The number of canyre-
gations in tho West giving less than the
propo-ed mininium when the Scheme was
started was 256, The wumber in the
Past was nearly 120. The numberin
the West giving less than the proposed
minimum was 45 per cent of the whole,
while in the East it was 60 per cent.

On the other hand, the number in the
West that gave the minimum and up-
wards was 55 per cent of the whole,
while in the East it was only about 34
per cent of the whole.

But some of these cungregations bath
Kast and West do not need to be Supple-
mented, because when they fulfill the
Assembly's co ditions, they willgbe rais-
¢d to the minimum by their own efiorts.
But even after these are eliminated from
e calculation, the balance is atill very
Rrgely in favour of our Western breth-
zen, for the number which will require to
Be supplemcuted after the Assembly’s
sonditions are fulfilled is abuut 25 per
ant of the whole pumber of their con-
gregations, while the number in the saine
position in the East will be about 47 per
aut. In other words vur task relatively
@ nearly twice as difficult as theirs.

It isimportant that the:s facts should
be borne in mind.

1.—To euvable brethren to perceive
slearly the magnitude of the effort which
we require to make in order to attain
eomplets success.

2.—To prevent any of ou: people from
leaping to the conclusion that we are
sure to succeed simply becanse our Wes:-
arn brethren have succeeded. And,

3.—To cbriate discouragement or dis-
appointment in view of the fact that it is
taking us a little longer \han it took
them to reach the desived goal.

But to return to the narrative. As
soon as the Committee had their estim-
ates prepared they rent themn out to
Presbyteries, appointing a Deputy to lay
the inatter before each Presbytery, and
$o urge prompt, united, and a0 far as pos-
sible, uniform sction in the way of bring-
ing the subject before all the cungrega-
tions of the Church.  This matter has
been generally attended to with whae
mcasure of success I shall now attempt
Wriefly to indicate.  Broadly it may

said that the progress made has been most
substantiul and cheering Permit mo to
epecify a few details.

Within the past few monthe 50 con-
grogations, or nearly oue-third of the
whole number within the bounds of the
Synod, have increased their contyibu-
tions for the support of their own pastors
and the aggregate amount of their in-
crease is the handsome suin of $3061 ; or
an average of over $100 ¢cach.

Of the 8 congregations which a yoar
ago were coniributing from their own re-
sources less than $400 and a mause, 5
bave increased to that amount; 2of which
have considerably exceeded it ; and it is
confidontly anticipated that the other
three will fulfil that condition immedi-

btel{.

Of the 34 congregations which, by con-
cributin; at tho uverage rate of $4.50 per
communicaunt, would bave come up te
the Assembly's minimum without a
aid from the Supplemnenting Fund,
have raised the required amount, of
which no fewer than 9 have gone beyond
it. 7 congregations more have reached
or exceeded $700 and & manse. With
reference to the numbar of congregations

1aised to the minimum within the bounds
of particular Presbyteries the ition
of honor must be assigned to the by-

teries of Marimichi and Truro, each of
which reports 5.

With respect to the a te amount
of increue,pet.bo firat poa%tgx:xg’i: taken by
the Presbytery of St. John which heads
the movewent with the sam of §£1763.00.
It is followed at a respectful distance by
the Presbytery of Prince Edward Island
with an increase of $745 ; of Victoria and
Riclhunond, with an increase of $596, ; of
Halifax, with an increasa of $525; of
Miramichi, with an increase of $518; of
Truro, with an increase of $425 ; and of
the reat of the Presbyteries, with an in-
crease of smaller suins.

21 of the congregations which have
been placed upon the su: plemented Liss
bava increased their contributious by the
goodly sum of $2040 or an average of $67
each.  Special attention is directed to
this fact, becaune itindicates the willing-
neas of those whom we are asked 10 as-
sist t0 help themaelves, and because it
furnishes a pledge of their strong desire
to work towards the position of self-sus.
taining congregations.

The Supplementing Committoe are not
in a position to wmake any full or accurate
statement respecting the collections
which bave Leen made, or which may yed
be made, by the great body of cur con-




