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OUR FIRE BRIGADES.

liow mir old, old anceztors %vould stare at theni, as
they thought of the way they theniselves did -running
arousid with Ie.itler bags of %vater, squirting out a fewv
îuints. scuîdlitng off to fll the bags agiand coming

back tu lîkir pa1tr% sprinkling ! Specially. grand they
thought theînbeh'cs, quite advanced indeed, when they
.lut tlihe letigtl of a cisîcrn driwn about Iby a horse, %vith
ri crowvd of thirty mien pushing and bpluttering tu gel it
to wvork. But, whenct brass squirts were introduced,
whiclî actually held one gallon rit a lime, I suppose the
inhabitanîs iust have gone to sleep in safeîy, thinking
the height of thcir ambition was reached. Two men
helil the handles. A third forced the wvater. The nozzle
was dipped int the wvater and pointed up, dipped and
pointed, i something of a pea-shootcr fashion. j ust
think of the pur, dear old souls, and thieir towns inosîly
made of %vood, tou.

Ihen the watchnmen used t. -sit on the churcli towcrs,
îwvo at a tinte, nighît and day. %%'lin tlîcy discoverud a
fire, they niadu a l>i- fuss. li-o%? As tiesî thuy çould,
aithougli 1 do not think tlîey kncw the art offusm -
ing as w~ell as wve do. Soinetinicz tlîey clainoured on a
big bell. Or they liisted a large wicker hall on a tower,
and then clattered a hideous noise with iron iîîueî
un the stonc, %viicl was hevard by a pai1rol furîhler 011.
H-e caugl ip the music, rleeaîed it, anud senit ilm tno0the
next, and so on, tili the whole îown liad its little lufe
,tairtled out of il. Then the peuple wvere compelled to
lurn ont 10 assist with thecir littie leather bags and quart
suluirts. TUhe bouse t0 lceward wvas pullcd downi tu pre-
vent the fire froin spreading. If it lasted more than two
lîours, the Sultan or Emnperor hiniself had 10 appear in
î>erson t0 cheer on the mien.

Iti not so fearfully long ago that in the chief citiez;
of 11ritain the inhabitants %verc inforined of a fire by loud
wooden claippers. which the policemen carried about
with thei. Thc noise was sprcad fromn beaýt tu beat
just as it h:îppencd to be hecard, .nd on a *cold. foggy
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