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ADVANTAGE OF SUMMER
FALLOW.

Dr. Saunders, director of the Domin-
ion experimental farms, was in
Winnipeg on Saturday last, on his
way east after a visit to the western
branch farms. Dr. Saunders, in con-
versation with i representative of
The Commereial, spoke very highly of
the crops in the Indian Iead Jdistrict,
where the Territorial branch farm is
located. The wheat crop in that dis-
trict. he believes, will reach about 30
bushels per acre. This applies to sum-
mer fallowed land. This fine showing,
‘he says, is largely owing to the cus-
‘tom of sowing wheat on summer fal-
low, and to careful methods of farm-
ing. Therc were other sections in tho
territory where no doubt equally as
good results would have been secured
if the same care and thought were
given to the work. Dr. Saunders de-
scribes summer fallowing as o pro-
coss of storing mbisture for the benefit
of the crop, and this is the great
secret of the success attained where
this work is properly and systemati-
cally done. It also keeps the land
comparatively free from weeds, which,
if allowed to grow, rob the crops of
‘the moisture and sustenance which
nature has provided.

$peaking of British Columbin, Dr.
Saunders believes that there Is a good
future in store for the fruit growing
industry there. Progress has been
made in the mode of packing and
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handling the fruit, but greater ecare
must still be  exercised.  While in
Winnipeg he examined the British
Cotumbia frait in the wholesale ware-
houses here, and expressed his opinton
that the lack of keeping quality shown
with much of the frult was owing to
eareless handling in the ovehnrds,
whereby the fruit had been bruised.

COLORED CHEESE.

One of the peculinrities of the west-
ern cheese trade is the exclusive de-
ms-nd for colored cheese. White chetse
eannot hie sold in the west. In east-
ern Canada the make of white cheeso
is Increasing all the time, as com-
pared with colored goods, and both
there and In Great Britain the de-
mand for white goods seems to be on
the inereanse. This is not surprising
when it is understood that the color
is simply 2 matter of appearance.
Many consumers have evidently not
been aware of the fact that white
is the natural color, while the other
is artificial. The ecirenlation of this
kuewledge is probably the cause of the
growing demand for white cheese. In
fact some esperts declare that they
prefer the natural white cheeso, as
they can detect the flavor of the
coloring in the colored goods. Custom,
however, is often a hard thing to over-
come, and in the west at least the
trade stiil  demands colored cheese
ouly. Possibly the popular ercor still
prevails here that the colored cheese
is & richer and superior article, con-
pared with the white goods.

DAIRY BUTTER

The Commercinl referred last week
to the injury which was likely to be
done to the creamery jndustry in
Manjtoba owing to the high prices
patid for dairy butter. At many points
in Manitoba this season the price paid
by country merchants for dairy but-
ter has boen ko high that farmers
have been induced in some cases to
forsuke the factories and make home
dairy butter instead. This is not ow-
ing, we belicve, to any opposition
which the merchants have against
the butter factories, In one or two
districts there appeared to be some
lostility shown against the factories,
but this is not the rule. The cause
of the unreasonably high prices paid
for dairy butter is owing to compe-
tition among the merchants them-
selves, One  merchant, in  order to
draw custom, will advauce the price
paid for butter. The others will fol-
Jow suit, and so on it goes. The but-
ter factory s not considered in tho
matter. At the same time, it is a
matter Tor regret that the cream-
cries havo been amd are being jnjured
by prices being pald for dairy butter
in excess of the comparative value of
the commodity. If we are to make
progress as o dairy country, it can
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only bLe through the encouragement
of the creamery industry. We can
never hufld up: o butter trade on liomo
dairy  goods. That [s n certainty.
The demand for dalry butter ls limit-
ed, and with every encowragement to
the creameries, there will still be
plenty of the dalry grades mnds to
supply the demand. .

It would alsd seem to be to the
advantage of the merchanty to have
the farmer s21l his milk or cream to
the factoriew, and pay the proceeds
in eash for goads, ragher than make
home dairy butter to trade for goods,
When the price pukl for this dairy
butter Is higher than the market wijl
warrant, 1t S2ems w positive loss to
the merchant to handle the stuff,
Thoe loss on the butter is liko sell-
ing the gooly av a discount from the
regular price, hesides the bother of
handling the butter.

THE FLOUR TRADE.

The Commercial referred recently to
the low prices at which Ontario mil-
lers were offering flour to be made
from the new wheat crop. It was pre-
dicted that these low prices would
seriously Interfere with the sale - of
Manitoba flour in the *ast, as the
prices of wlieat here were s0 much
higher. comparatively speaking, than
Wwas Veing offered in Onturio. It ap-
pears, however, that the Ontario far-
mers refuses to sell their wheat ag
the low prices offered. The Eastern
millers made saless of flour on a basls
of G0v to 62¢ per bushel for wheat,
but in order to get sufficiemt wheat
for grinding to fill their sales, they
lave been obliged to advance prices
for wheat about 5 cents per bushel.
Those who made sales of flour ut the
lowest quotations will therefore, find
little profit in the business,. .

The grain trade in Ontario is hand-
led in a very different manner from
tho custom prevailing in Manitoba.
At the country markets in Ontario
there is practically no elevator ac-
vommodation for storing grain, and
there is much less competition in buy-
ing from fghe farmer there thun
there is in the west. The lack of ele-
vator accommodaition, however, is
made up for by the homu granuries
Mljeh the farmers possess. The far-
mers there have good bLuildings and
as they are mostly well-to~-do people,
they can afford to hold their grain
when the prices are not to their lik-
ing. The grain husiness iw Ontarlo s
practically n car lot busipness. The
small country deulers sell thelr grain
as they buy it in one or more car-lots,
1o the exporters or millers. Here ig
where the Ontario millers have ; the
stuch on the pituation, The millers
have an associntlon, with what, they
call & central buyer, stationed at To-
ronto. When a miller wauts to buy
a4 car of wheat as 4 supplement to



