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PROSPECTS FOR lRRIaATION.
A change la to bo made ln tho coditions gov.

ernlng tho land grant of the Canadien Pacifia
rallway, or rather a portion of th'e grant. The
ccmpany bau cf course already received a largo
portion of Ita land grant. The origipal plan
wus toa show tho coznpany to taite tho odd
numberod sections la the districts covercd ln
tho land gratt white -ho goverumont rotained
the oven Lumbored sections. Thun sections one.
threc, Oivo, etc., nouid helong te the Company
and sections two, four, six, etc , in cacb town
sblp wouid romain witb the goveruiment. The
company le now ta ho given the priviloe
of soieoting land lu one soiid block betwcn
Medicine Hat and Crow Foot, iu Assinîbola and
Alberta torritorica. It [s sald that the comn-
pany desîres te irrigato this district, bonce tho
objcot in acquinlng a solid block of land. if
this [s the intention, no reascablo objection
can ho made te the proposai. A grat doal of
this district la worthiens .*-r ordinary agricul
tural purposes, wlthout, irrdation, and le other.
wlue only suitabie for gr3zing. If thi~ coin.
psny ean successfuily carry ont a comprohien.
sive systom cof irrigation, it wiil ho a great
thlng, net ooiy for t.he district affocted, but
aise for the entire country. There ic a vast
arca, cf land' in southorn Alberta snd
Assinibola whicb can only bo utilized
for crdinary agri-.ultursl purposes by
means of irrigation. It requires a largo
ameunit of capital te carry eut irrigation
works. ludividual sottlors cannot undertake
tho work for two renmons, firit be-cause they
bave net the capital ; and aecondly becauso
werka ahouid ho planned an a largo scale for- a
whole section of country, and not for in-
dividuals.

Irrigation in nended for a largo portion cf tho
territory eastward cf the Rocky Mounitains.
Largo sections cf laid are cf littie value with.
eut irrigation. The govcrnm ont basnet shown
much disposition hereto!oro te undertake the
w.rk. Rather than have these lande
romain as thoy ara, it %vouid ba bot.
ter to han& tbema aver te companies,
under reasonabie conditions, who would ho
prepared te irrigate thcm. Thora la ahundance
cof vacant land in the country for settlemen t,
which does not need irrigation, but this la net
a satisfactory reason for refraining frein under.
taking irrigation works in the etih.nrid dis.
triats. So"me of thebe districts are moe con-
venient te mrkets, are readily accessible, and
already hava railway communication. If tliey
cari ho successfulII irrigated, thora lia ne gond
reason for greatly deiayiug tho heginning cf
the work. It la greatly te ho heped ln the
interest cf tho western country that tho Can.
adian Pacifie compsny wili make a success cf
ita irrigation achane._

EDITORIAL NOTES.
TuaF Toronto city council bas decided to

call a conferenco reprosenting the commercial
and sblpping intereate of the united States and

Canada te ho held lu thât City durlog the coin-
ing autumu te consider tho question of deeon
lng tho St. Lawrence canais, se sa te enablo
ocean going vessaIs te rach tho upper laktes.
Of lato yoars thora bau been a teudonoy te cou.
aider the deopenluR ef the St. Lawrence Canais
as an International question, but this te the
tiret international convention called te take up
the matter. ________

Tho United titates Irrigatien Congreas as
sembles at Deuver en September 2. The laut
congres% furmad Irrigation commissions lu
soventeen statuansd territorlea, and reporte
fromn thora wiii &Ilb houerd at the fonthoni
ing congruas. It le oxpected that thoy wili
furntsh a basis for ab national Irrigation plcy
Now that tho question of irrigation la hocore
ing an important uenl the western portion
cf tho Canadian prairie region, the proceed-
loe cf the Denver congrosa will ha watahed
with interest hy inany bore.

Tata bill suhaidizing tho proposed fait
Atlatio steamahlp lino, hau been passa hy
Pariarnent. Tho snhsldy offored la $750,000
par nn i fer ton years. This ln a large nm
te pay fer what timo may prove te hoe cf very
littie practical value. A fast Atlantic service
ln ne doubt a very nice thing te bave, provid-
ing it dons net Cent toc much, but at the prico
te ho paid the gaine may net ho wcrth the

cnite. As a genoral principle, when trade
warrants sncb a service, a meaua will ho fonind
for sarrying it !ito affect. It la quite question.
able if it la advIaable te expend snob a large
anma te prematuroly eatahish snob a service.
If thic amounit wore expended ivisoly and
economicaliy in the internai, devclopment cf
the country, we Cannet but thlnk that botter
resuits would bo attaiued. The imprevement
cf the caniaIs and the openiog cf Hudcon
hay are of vaster importance at the moment
than a fast Atlantic service.

NOTVI-TwAîsvÂa»îN Protestations against fur.
timer railway siubsidies, the goverument hau
again gene lu for a big vote cf menies ta pro.
jected railways. The total amonot previded
is $3,134,000. As haretofore these faiiway
sunbsidies do net include raiiways ini Manitoba
and the terrîtories. A number ci western rail.
ways are ta aided hy land grants, but ne
cauh cornes ta the western roads. Thua while
the people cf the west have te help psy for
this continuai snhsidizing cf estere roada, we
gel; nothing for roade lu tbe west, where they
are needed the ment. Handing over the pub.
lic lands la quite a different tbing te a ceuh
bonus. The lande shouid h6oeg te the Wcst.
And white the people cf the west have &a
belp pay the cash suhaidica te the castern
ronde, they have ta meet tha land suhaidies
te the western roade alone. Estorn and
western roade should ho placed oià the saine
basis, and if subsidies are te bo continued,
they abould ail receiva cash subsidies. It is
higb time that this hauding over cf the public
demain should ceon. The. grant cf $320,000

t0 the Manitoba & Northwcatera itailway Co.
il let a snhsidy, as that company bande haok
320,000 acres of land te the goerament, la
payuient for the cesh amnaunt. The grant te

the Manitoba & Northwootera railway fa ta
enabie that rond tu complote Ite lino ta Prince
Albert, on tho North Saskatchewan.

Tirài propoaed insolvency bill la net, ta ho
puished any furtber this session of Pairîlament.
Proîi.ler Thoirpacu made the auinucent
the ethor day. This la the oxpected whlch
hau happeued. Thora bas heen a bellot
ahroad lu business circies for nme timen that
tha governont wouid drop tha bill for this
session. The excue la that by holding the
bill ever, the commercial alasses wili hecoma
familiar with the proposed mensura la the
meantimo. The business mon who bave talc
en any teront lu the measuro we tbink
bave foliowed the propoied bill rigbt aiong,
and they are just about as famiier with
it ai tbey will ho a year hence
The leading commercial IntereaLa have
alroady fully aigniled te Farliamont
what tbey desire lu the lino of in
8elvency legislation, aud thore ie notmfog ta bo
galued by walting a year. Il au insoivency act
lu need (and business mon Very gcncrally
egreo tbat It la> we ahouit hava [t as sean as
possible. Recause wc ha.ère waltod so long for
it, la net a reasouahie argument la faver ef
waiting longer. Thougb thoernsybh eotioDal
or special commercial Intercala oppoaed te an
insolvenoy law, the generai god cf the country
calta for s wise measure cf this nature, and it
in te ha regratted that [t bas beau dropped for
anether year. A geod lnsolvenoy law la ueded
now, and la perbaps needed ai hadly as [t will
bca y car hence. Why thon wait ?

The Ganadiau Agriaultural go.
The Cor.-merdiaI bas rectivedl anether long

latter froin bir. J. Creagh, cf Calgary, regard.
ing the Canadian Agricuituoral Co. Tho final
latter froni M1r. Creagh, which, ccntaiued some
statements regaï-ding this eompauy, appeaned
in The Cemmercial of June 25. Mr. Richard.
son, manager cf the compsny, shertly al ter
caled et this office sud dcaied the statemezns
made by Mr. Crcagh lu toto, lie aise mado
nomie atatoments ieg!èrditog bit. Creagb's for-
mer cennection with the Company. Mr.
Richardsou'e deniais and statements were
referred tom bniely lu our issue cf July 9.
Mr. treaghi noir writea % very ~vuu
letter, in which hoe denies the accuracy ut M1r,
Ricbardseu's denials, and re.afinms the atite-
monts mada lu bis firat latter, sud ho challenges
blr. Richardson te make a etatoment cf the
casover bis ewn signature.

Mr. Creagb complains that The Commercial
bas donc hlm an injustice by referriag ta bit
former counection witb the cempany. Ho very
positiveiy affirma that ha bas ne persona] malice
against M1r. Richardson ore the cempany, and
thp.t bis oty object ln writing was te defend
the country froin the bad effeut produced ln
Englsnd hy tâc hesvy tonses of the comnpany
Regarding tbe twe suite whichb Mr. Creagi
brcugbt againat the Company and its manager.
and which Mr. Rich&rdsou iufonmed The Cen-
merdiai bad beau suhaequentiy dropped, Mn
Crcagh sayas

,.. deny empbaticaily that I aoandcned the
twe suite roferred te hy Mr. Richardson,

Coniiued on Page 1078.

10È2


