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This aublect ha% been under cuideration Nt
this cilice for monthe hack, and ta reacb un-
deniable fauta a reilabia represantativa of l'bc
Commercil tpent most of the month of April
and a p..rtlin of Nlýi a is.ting the diilercist
town., and -illages of Nlaetwa, intervievvitig
country marchants ln a generai way au ta
causes for complalat, and eiitiog opinions o!
snab mercbants on the f -ciRhl rate& they l ad
te pay on lnbaund freilbt. Ille foiiowing Iii
hie report ln fllu, andti ilah weli worthy of a
perusai, c.pccially by thoso who ara a littie
ton ready ta comnplaîn without cause--

Folalog is tho resuit of coins lnquirics
whioh I made, white travelling throughb Mani.
tata rccantiy, with a v'icw ta tlndlng out retail
prîces and the conditions sffect lng t.hem for
sucb linas of dry gooda, groceries, olotlîiug,
boots anti chocs, hardware, etc., as tho farmars
bu y meat of. The pericd rovered by thesa la
iries won April th ta May ~Ird

In ail I visited 19 différent places -tho mar-
ket towns if the most important anti thlakly
saettied district, so that the prices and facte
givan may be taken as applicable teai aIlMani
toha. I founti prices rit ail t hase points ta ho
practicaliy the sorte, the cnly sîrbatantiai dilr.
ences heing la places whore local jealousios
amoug the morchants were resniting in eute.

White makiDg theze ir yî,irien I oilo obtaineti
tho opinions of the merchnts ln the mattor of
lubounti freights, with a viow te determining
whether thora existed la the province any real
dissatlsfaction or not, and found that with few
exceptiens they coasior them reasonabia anti
satlufactory. Savea6 of those wbom I talkat'
with went into tho matter fuliy, anti axpiained
that tho only È-ievancas tha country boat woea
on tho outhourd rates for grain and the local
rates front Winnipeg. SUveral mentioneti tho
fret that tho Company bas the long haut froin
North Bay ta Rat Portage over a part of the
road, fromt whioh acarceiy rny business arises', te
tako into account whon fixing the tbrough
ail rail rate, anti naturaily thtis has to bo
operateti at the axpense ai othar arts.
Those marchants wha compiaineti of lho iannad
rates waro as I iearaed an dloser enqairy tram
mon wbo buy principaiiy la Winnipeg la ail
lines and who consequacntiy pay tho prapor
tionately highar local rates. Ina the iaw csses
whoro 1 found diseatisfaction with the through
rates, I t ndeavoreti ta ascertain the ground,
and usually, la fact aiways, it tarned ont ta ta
poiitics rather titan business.

Somne individel opinions mnay be heipful in
this connection. Falaowing arc coule, as they
appear la my nota book, but withoat the mer-
Chaents Dames :

A Carman hardware marchant; thinks the
rates on inhound gooda in bis lino as low as can
ho expectad.

A t.arman ganerai merchant thinka tha rates
on gooda la hie lina from Montreat or Toronto
ara not ton bigh. Ho estimates that of the
raal price of goods 5 per cent. repreEents
freight and iromn ton ta 15 par cent. tha in.
croatea dua ta tha credit systani.

Anothar Carman g anerai marchant teIieves
the froight rates ta ha tan high in avary way.

A Dtloraine grocer oxpresseti the opinion
that thea cauntry la beirg very firly deait with
la the matter af inbound rates. (This man
appeared ta ho botter posted on the subjeat
thtan any I hati met up ta that time; ha hadt
the wbola business dowa fine and his opinion
la especiaiiy vainable as ho confinez; bimsaif ta
grocerias, the Uine cf goods aboya ail othara
about which complaints areaad.

A Daeraine general marchant expressed him.
edIf as heing satlslied îaith the Montreai and
Tranta tcus, hut ha condcmned the local rates
from Winrnipeg.

A gonerai .norchaat cf Manitou prcsnouncad
the eaýtein rates eatisfact-.,ry, but c;rnplained
of the local rates.

The Ieading merchants of Kiilarnay spoke
iavorahly ai the through rates but unfavorably
of the local.

A Io-ig establitheti andi 'aril known general
marchant cf Morden thiaka thaàt the couatry
1~,one ri'asu ta cnmplin of tha rates rhargad
on narchandise cornîln la. Ha sald that ail
tha radluntion tbo C. 1. R. couid moike wouid
n.t I, wt-t the coat Ut tho formers' supplies tu>
hlmP, an elie dillerence wout.i orily amount ta
the smailest fraction of a cent on snob oods as
ha huys ment cf. Tbc maerchant wonld reap
an y hnefit thora mlght ha.

l'ortisge la Prairie marchants did notaeom ta
feci tbat thora la aay grenud for kloking la
thtis matter.

A Carberoy farnîtura dealer piononnced tho
rate on is goode away too high. Ia soa
cases the frclgbt amaunits te merai than tha
original cost of tho article. lie recognizcd,
howavar, that this wi.s the casa because furtif.
tara as a raie te vary light lu comîîarisea with
Uns hnlk anti accordlagly bas ta pay spocial
rates.

In toîvns wcst of Brandon 1 found only a
vary faw dissatisfied marchants.

uoe restait of my inquIrles wbîcb %viil help
graatiy tihe undoratandtng o! this sublect la the
estimato of the mer.:haLts au ta the parcentagi
of the scilingz pries of goods. whxah in cent of
carnage. Mlost morcbaats caieniato that tait.
ing a stock of genarai goode ail roundi
about fiva par cent o! tha retail prico
wouid covor this. Takiag tha différent
Unes Cf goods the generai opinion saemad
ta bae that on dry goods fram 3 ta 4 par cent, of
the soiling prica la fraight, on alatbing 5 par
cent., boots anti shoes 7ý par cent., anti on
grocarica 5. It mueat ha borna ln mind wban
caasidering tts matter of pricel la the light cf
porcantages that the ohaap goda are generally
the heavlest, andi therafora pay the most for
iroight.

I founti tha ratail prices for ail linos snob as
I enq ulréd aibout ta ho snbstantially the saine
at aîl points. The differenca in the iralght
charges betwean ana point anti anather is s0
vary trifllag when considereti front a retail
peint of view that It makas ne difl'aranco at ail
ta tho consumer, aithough it proably amounts
ta considarahia on tho merchants' racaipte cf
goode for a year. The. différence between the.
credit sud cash prices for goode amoaints te
about 10 par cent. Most marchants biava a

rgarcrodit prica marked an the goola, anil
on this ey giva a discount of 10 par cent. for

cash on evetything except gracerias andi boots
anti shes, an thase tbey giva 5 par cent off.
The foilowing may ha taken as the pravaiiing
Pr*ea for the articles mentianod throughout
the province:

GBOCERIES.

Granulateti stgar ... 16 tu 13 lus for $1.00.
Light brara iragar..18 ta 20 Ibe for $1.00.
Japan tpas 25, 30, 35 and 40o

* ; a h.
Black teas .......... S.ma.
Sait, par bhi ......... $2 ta 2.75.

4in 31b baga ... 3and 4 for2,o.
Syrup ia 1 gai. palle . .. 70 ta 90o<2 qualities),

64 2 4i $1.2510 1.50 c
,eyrun l ......... 5, 6, 7, aned 8c.
Canneti vegetables .... , 2j cents par 2 lb Lin.

44 fruit.... ..... 20Jta25o " "

snien ....... 20a, Horscshoe branti.
ci 46 12J t 1o other brande

Drieti curranta.....10 ta 12je par lb.
Raisins.............. 10 ta 12jo par pant.
Prene...............l10to 14 ilbs. for $1.00
Died apples .......... 10 cents par pnnd.
Matches ............ 15 cente par box.
Goal ail (Canadian ). . : 25 ta 30 conte par gal.

tJeited States) 33 cents sunlight.
" « 4G Cents Eocene.

Lard............... 15 cents par pound.
Cheesa .............. 15 cents par pointi.

DRY GOODS.
Flannaeitst ........... 8 ta 150
Pnints ............... 8 ta 150
Shintings ........... 10 ta 15a
Gney Flannel ......... 20 ta 40e
Factory Cotton........ b ta 12ic

yard.

CLOIiioy.
Mlens' nuits... $8.0) ta $15.00 Canadian tweeds.
Undaruiotblng 1 25 to i. 7-i par sait icoarse

kiuds.)
Ontaldo shirts -50 ta I 75 la flannelotta andi

cottun&des.
>ooke ....... O ta 5 pairs fur $1 00 twooian.1
Overals ... $100 ta $1. 25.

BoOT-9 AND sHoMa
Red leatiier, lia. vest shoc Il $ 00 ta $150t
Black, ppit, boots i125 tn 1 50
lllaîik bout, la grains and kips. 1.50 ta 2.50
Long boots ........... ..... 2.2r- te 1.50

HiARDWARE.
Cnt ces.....ie par th., $4 par cwt., 81i
IViro naits ....... 60 55 35 4i

Hoos............ 40 ta 50 cents
Rakes .......... 40 ta 150 conts
Hay forks ....... 50 te 60 Cents
Stable forka 75 cents ta $1.01)

A few instances of how the freight charges
appear la relation ta thesa selllag prîces miy
bho apial haro.

At a town on tha southwcstern brnchaif thu
C. P'. R. I bought a yard of flanualette plact
goods, sncb as a farmara& wa!o woul bey te
make a drores for hersai! or for a cbild. IL i.
o! a kind that couil ha p ut ta nuinerous uses.
The regniar credur p rie f or thîs waa 12J conta,
but for cash IL enu ho hought for 10 cents. Ac.
cording ta tha marchant a caloulation, j o! a
cent par yard woald caver tha f reight on this

goti frant Moatroal. Taking that ameutât as
correct, IL uaili ha sean that the freight on
anough o! this gooda te maka a drea for a
woman would nat amant ta more than 2 or ý
cents, or las than It cents ta sentit a latter the
samte distance. At a peint on the Sauris lina 1
purahasoti a yard ai print such as would lie
liset ta moka a drosa. This aie ceat 10 cents,
anti the saine ostentation for freigbt wiit bold
gooti. At a point on the Pombina Maunitain
bruait 1 scureti a sampla af gray flonrîsl
which sals lit 30 cents a yard cesh ar 35 cents
on credit This la o! a quality suitabla for
wonian anti ahildren's wesr or for mon's shirts.
The marchant toid me that betwaaa j and ý
a carat par yard woulti loy this down front
Montreuil.

At Oak Lake, on the main lUne, I examuned
sanie man'e suite, such as a fanmer would bay
ior genarai use. Oaa wasishown me whizh selîs
for $10.00, the exact weight ai wbich was 6j
lI:s. The marchant sait that thoeo cama la
cases of fi! ty suite, the cases weighing ien
empty 100 Ibn. This îvould givo two pande
of casa fraight ta aauh suit. The suit I ex.
amincit mentitl thon bava ta pay for 8ý lbe.
la ail. Tho rate cbarged on aloth ing to Oak
Lakte frani Mantroal or Tarorto, ciLaka and
Rail" routa la $1.96 par 100 lbo., or reugbty
2 cents par lb. This suit or 8j Ibo. would
tharafora cost ta Iay dawn lit Oak Ltke 17 cent-,
a trifliDg amont in coniparisen witb the seiling
pries. Other suatawhich I ad weighad atdi!.
farent peints rangati frai 3ý ta 5ý Ibs, accord-
ang ta quait.y.

At the sanie 'laco I examintil a pair af boots
such as a fanmer wonld waar la ail kindzs of
waathor fa tha suimmar. Thoe weighod 3 ibe
exacily. Thov aise, according te the marchant s
calculatian, wVonld hava ta pay 2 Ibn cf cae
frelght, xnaking 5 lba la ail. Tha rateoan these
wouîd hae tha saine ait the olothing, 2 caLta; par
lb; 10 cents waald therefara ha the iraight an
this partioniar pain. The marchant'. Casn prics
for thern was 81.60. O! caurse, fluer huaès of
boots and shoes wouid cocit very mucti aa titan
thcse.

It i. not so easy ta figure eut the freigh i un
groceries, fan the reason that, als I have airesdly
aaid, mont ai the grocary stocks ara hougti la
Winnipeg, and censequantly pay two kinds cf
rates butoena thay reacti the consumer, the car.
lat lot rata fioni Mantreal ta Winnipeg, and
the lma thna canlead lot lozal rata frai there.
Making as close a calculation as I dan, buw-
avar, 1 find that; tha rate on a doilar'a wortb o!
granulatcd sugan ta furthest points in Manitoba

(Continued on page 910.)


