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THE COMMEROIAL,

This subject has been under consideration at
this offico for months back, and to reach un-
doniablo facts a reliable representative of lbe
Commercial rpent most of the month of April
aad a purtivn of May in vis.unyg the diferent
towns and villages of Manituba, 1aterviewing
country morchants in a gencral way as to
causes for complaint, and cliciting opinions of
such merchaats on tho f-cight rates they ad
to pay on inbound freight. The following is
his roport in full, and it is well worthy of a
perusal, cepevially by those who aro a little
too ready to complain without cause:—

Following is tho result of somo inquiries
which I made, while travelling through Mani.
toba rocently, with a view to gndlng out retail
prices and the conditions stfecting them for
such lines of dry goods, groceries, clothing,
boots and shocs, hardware, etc., as tho farmers
buy most of. The period covered by theso in
quiries was April 6th to May 3rd

In all I visited 19 different places - the mar-
ket towns °f the most important and thickly
sottled district, - 8o that the prices and facts
given may be taken as applicable to all Mani
toba. I found prices at all these points to be
practically the same, the only substantial differ-
ences being in places whore local jealousies
among the merchants were resulting in cuts.

While makipg these ir yniriea I also obtained
tho opinions of tho merchants in the matter of
inbound freights, with a view to determinin
whether there existed in the province any rea!
dissatisfaction or not, and found that with fow
excogtions they consider them reasonable and
satisfactory. Several of those whom I talked
with went into the matter fully, and explainea
that tho only ,rievances the country had were
on the ontbourd rates for grain and the local
rates from Wionipeg. Suveral mentioned the
feot that the Company has the long haul from
North Bay to Rat Portage over a part of the
road from which scarcely 2ny business arises, to
take into account whea fixing the throogh
all rail rate, and naturally this has to be
operated at the expenmse of other parts.
Those merchants who complained of *he inbruad
rates were as I learned on closer enquiry trom
men who buy principally in Winnipeg in all
lines and who consequently gay the propor
tionately higher local rates. In the few coses
where I found dissatisfaction with the through
rates, I «ndeavored to ascertain the ground,
and usually, in fact always, it turned ont to ke
politics rather than business.

Some individual opinions may be helpful in
this conneotion. Followiog are some, as they
appear in my note book, but without the mer-
chisnis pames :—

A Carmsn hardware merchant thinks the
rates on inhound goods in his line as low as can
be expected.

A Carman gencral merchant thinks the rates
on goods in bis line from Montreal or Toronto
are not too high. He estimates tliat of the
retail price of goods &6 per cent. reprecents
freight and from tea to 15 per cent. the in.
crease due to the credit system,

Another Carman general merchant Selieves
the froight rates to be too bigh in every way.

A Deloraine grocer expressed the opinion
that the country is beirg very fairly dealt with
in the matter of inbound rates. (This man
appeared to be better posted on the subject
than any I bad met up to that time; he had
the whole business down fine and his opinion
is especially valuable as he confines himself to
groceries, the line of goods above all others
about which complaints are made.

A Deloraine general merchuot expressed him-
telf as heing satistied with the Montreal and
‘foronto cates, but he condemned the local rates
from Winnipeg.

A general .nerchant of Manitou pronounced
the earte.n rates satisfact.ry, but complained
of the local rates.

The leading merchants of Killarnoy spoke
favorably of the through rates but unfavorably
of the local.

A long cstablished and well kuown goneral
morchant of Morden thinks that the country
has no reasnn to complain of tho rates charged
on merchandise coming in. Ho said that all
the reduction the C. P. R. could make would
out | -wer the cost of tho farmers’ supplies to
him, as tho differouce would ouly amouat to
the smalleat fraction of n cent on such %ooda as
ho buys most af. The merchant would reap
nni' benefit thero might be,

‘ortage la Prairie merchanta did not scom to
feel that there is any grouud for kicking in
this matter.

A Catbeny furniture dealer pionounced the
rates on his goods away too high. In somo
cases tho freight amounts to more thaa the
original cost of tho article. He recognized,
however, that this wes the caso because furni.
turo as a rule is very light iu comparison with
its bulk and accordingly has to pay special
rates.

In towns west of Brandon I found only a
very fow dissatisfied merchants,

Uno result of my inquiries which will help
greatly the understanding of this subject {s tho
estimate of the merchauts as to the percentage
of the sclling prico of goods, which is cost of
carriage. ﬁiost merchants caloulate that tak-
ing & stock of general goods all round
about five per cent of the rotail prico
would cover this, Taking the different
lines of goods the general opinion aeemed
to be that on dry goods from 3 to 4 per cent, of
the selling price is freight, on clothing 5 per
cent., boots and shoes 74 per cent., and on
grocerica 5. It must be borne in mind when
considering this matter of prices ia thoe light of
porcentages that the cheap goods aro generally
the heaviest, and therefore pay the most for
froight.

I found the retail prices for all lines such as
I enquired about to bo substantially the same
at all points. The difference in the freight
charges betweecn one pvint and another is so
very trifliog when considered from & rotail
point of view that it makes no difference at all
to the consumer, although it probably amounts
to considerable on the merchants’ recoipts of
goods for a year. The difference between the
credit and cash prices for goode amounts to
about 10 per cent. Most merchants bhave a
regular credit price marked on the gools, and
on this they give a discount of 10 per cent. for
cash on everything except grocories and boots
and shoes, on these they give § per cent off.
The following may be tuken as the prevailing
prices for the articles mentioned throughout
the province :—

GROCERIES,
Gravulated segar ...... 16 to 18 1bs for $1.00.
Light brown sugar ..... 18 to 20 1bs for $1.00.
Japan t%;,a . 25, 30, 35 and 400
BT | N
Black teas .......... Same,
Salt, perbbl .......... 82 to0 2.75,
‘“ in31b bags ..... 3 and 4 for 250.

Syrup in 1 gal. ails ... 70 to 90c(2 qualities),
o2 ¢ ., 812510150 ¢

Syrupinbulk.......... 5, 6, 7, aad 8ec.
Canned vegetables .... 12} cents per 21b tin.
“ fruie ... ... 20t025¢ ¢ o

¥ slmon ........ 202, Horseshoe brand.

o ¢ . .. 12%tol5cotherbrands
Dried currants. .. ... 10 to 12}c per 1b.
Raisins......... Ceerees 10 to 1240 per pound.
Prunes..........c..0n.. 10 to 14 tbs. for $1.00
Diied apples.... ... 10 cents per pound,
Matches .....covvvene 15 cents per box.

Coal cil (Canadian ).... 25 to 39 cents per gal.
¢ Uaited States; 35 cents sunlight.
“oo i ¢ 46 cents Eocene.

Lard ooiiiiienen. 15 centa per pound,
Cheeso. ....ovveernann. 15 cents per ponnd.
DRY GOODS.

Flaoneleits. ........., . 8toldc per yard.
Prints ..........c...0. 8tol6c s
Shirtings. ............ 10to15¢ ¢ ¢
Grey Flanuel.......... 20to 400 o

Factory Cotton........ btol2jc ¢ ¢

CLOTHIRO,
Mens' suits. . $3.0) to $15.00 Canadian tweeds.
Uaderclothing 1 25 tv  1.75 por suit (coarsc
kinds.)
Outside shirts .60 to
cottunades.
Socks........ 6 to 8 pairs for $1 00 (woolen,)
Overalls...... $1 00 to $1.26.
BOOTS AND SHOKS.

Red leathor, ha.vest shoo ... $1 00 to $1 60

1 75 in flannoletts and

Black, eplit, Loots 125t0 150
Blasck boot, in grains and kips.. 1.60to 2.60
Long boots ........... ..... 2.28 ¢ 5.50
IIARDWARE,

Cutoails..... .. 6o per 1b., $4 per owt., 84
Wire nails....... 0o “ 85 o

00S. .ovvvninnans 40 to 50 cents
Rakes ........... 40 to §i0 centa
Hay forks........ 50 to 60 cents
Stablo forks 75 cents to $1.00

A fow fustances of how the freight charges
appear in relation to theso selling prices may
be helpful here.

At a town on the southwostern branch of the
C. P. R. I bought a yard of flanneletto pieco
goods, such as a farmor's wife would buy to
make a dress for hersolf or for a child, Itis
of a kind that could be put to numerous usea.
The regular credit price for this was 12} conts,
but for cash it can bo bought for 10 cents, Ac-
cording to the morchant’s caloulation, } of a
cent per yard would cover the freight on this
goods from Montreal. Taking that amonnt as
correct, it will bo scon that the freight on
enough of this goods to make a dress fora
woman would not amount to moro than 2 or .y
cents, or less than it costs to send a letter the
samo distanco. At a point on the Souris line I
purchased a yard of print such as would bs
used to moko a dress. This also cost 10 cents,
and the samo calculation for freight will hold
good. At a point on the Pembira Mountan
branch 1 secured a sample of grey flabuel
which sells at 30 cents a yard cash or 35 cents
on credit. This is of a quality suitable for
womnen and children’s wear or for men’s shirts,
The merchant told mo that botween  and
a ceut per yard would lay this down from
Montreal.

At Oek Lake, on the main line, I examined
some men’s suits, such as a farmer would buy
for general use. One was shown me which sells
for §10.00, the exact weight of which was 6}
lts, The merchant said that these camein
cases of fifty suits, the cases weighing whea
empty 100 lbs. This would give two pounds
of caso freight to eavh suit. The suit I ex-
amined would thus have to pay for 8} lbs.
in all. The rate charged on clothing to Osk
Lake from Montreal or Tororto, *‘Lake and
Rail” route is $1.96 per 100 lbs., or roughly
2 cents per b, This suit or 8} lbs, would
therefore cost to lay down at Oak Lixke 17 cents,
a trifling amount in comgariaon with the selling
price. Otber suits which I bad weighed at dif-
ferent points ranged from 3} to 54 Ibs, accord-
ing to quality.

At the same place I examined a pair of boots
such as a farmer would wear in all kinds of
weather in the summer. These weighed 3 1bs
exacily. They also, according to the merchant's
calculation, would have to pay 2 lbs of case
freight, making 6 lba in all. The rate on these
would be the same as the olothing, 2 cents per
1b; 10 conts would therefore be the fraight on
this particnlar pair. The merchant's cash nrice
for them was 31.60. Of course, finer lines of
bl;:ota and shoes would cost very much less than
these.

It is not so casy to figure out the freight un
groceries, for the reason that, as I have aiready
said, most of the grocery stocks are bough. i
Winnipeg, and consequently pay two kinds of
rates bufore they react the consumer, the car-
load lot rate fiom Montreal to Winnipeg, and
the lesa than carload lot lozal rate from there,
Making as cloze a calculation as I can, huw-
ever, I bnd that the rate on a dollar’s worth of
granulated sugar to furthest points in Manitobs

(Continued on page 910.)



