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tivity aînong thoso Who helieve ln the practi-
cability and adviutages of dloser relations
among the differeut self-goeorniug ceuntries et
tho Empire.

The contention wlt*chi Col. Vincent put forth
iii the Pritish Commons, that Imporial fedora-
tien wus only te bc obtained through commeor-
dat foderation, ia undoubtedly co'rrect. Once
mallo i clar that commercial federation will
bo te the aulvantage ef the diffrar.t mombera et
the Empire, aud tho thing is as good as accem-
plished. A moeomont te securo commercial
ledoration firat, la theoeore undouhtndty the
propor cosirse te lie pursued. litt juot hiera it
inay ho stated that this la realîy the dliti :tt
part et the programme. Tho varying commer-
cial interests ot tho unother couut-y and the
colonipa present the apparently lusurmounitable
harriers in the rond te imperial uuity. This is
showu by the tact that Canada aud nome et tho
other colonies have adopteul a tratlo pelicy
which la lookeul upon as hostile te the intercats
et Great Britain. Na wondor thon, that while
many British atateamon statu their deaire for
closer relatinship batween the mother land
aud thu colonies, they are at a lose te sce hoeu
they can give any encouragement te the fedeîa.
tioniiats. ll'hile tho desîre for greater unity le
with them, the practicability et the movemnent
la net apparent te theni.

Besides British statesmen at home appear te
think that a movement lu the direction et dloser
relationalîip ahouild corne tram the colonies, and
they are ieluctant te meve iii the natter them-
sielves. On the other hand it has beon urged
with force by the tedorationists, that any pro.
liminary stops, such as the calling et a conter-
once te cousider the question, shoulul conte t ram
the home authorities. The latter seems the
more reasonable ground, as the head, anîl nt
the members, shc'ubd movo fiirat.

The trade question most preîuineuîtly invol-
ved lu that et imperial tederation, la the tariff.
This is the point which appears most dillionit
for British statesmon te deal with. A scheme
et federation which would bo regarded lavor-
ably hy tlîe colonies, they believe must provide
or ditTeîential dnties, aud %vith the British

mind su thoroughly educated- te frac trado doc-
trines, tho question ot an imperial zollverein,
whicli would provide for differeutial duties lu
tavor et the colonies, is a iiist serions matter.
Hov'ever, under au imperial federition, by
whikh Great Britain sud tic colonies might ho
cousiu.red eue nation, absoluto f ree trado hoe-
tweoîî aht sections et the Empire, with dutios
upon certalin produotis eoining froni toreigu
contries, couhl net bo considered as
differential duties. The Empire wonld
hoe one nation, sud any duties imipose.!
for ievenne or other piîrposez, would
certainly not bo preterential. The dit-
terent membera et the Empire shonld not bc
conaidered as toreiga cuntries te each otlier,
but as eue country, and theretore the duties
weîild net bo differeutial agaiast toreigu couin-
tries, any more than tree trado hetween the
purovinces et Canada could ho talien as'differeu-
t iai againat the United Sta.tes.

Thle greatest incntive in Great Britaiu te
inperial tederation, ln uirobibly tud lu the
inulustrial situation. The high duities lcvied hy
iuxaiy countries upen importaet ofmanufacture.!

gouda, has created someithlng of a feeling of
alarm in nome industrial contres, and looking
abolit for a remedy tao ffset the disauîvantago
ot thoso fareign pratective tari(Is, the question
of Imperial fecraition l8 frequontly grasped at.
Imperial tedoration, howovnr, han hardly
yot aasumed an aspect whieh Icaves It Iu a~
position for praoticàl disou>sion, and with hlh
tariff doctrines prevailing largoly in sevoral of
the colonies, lit immediate future dloos not som
assuring.

So far as Canada là concoraced, wo would have
much t. gain from froor tr.ide roictionluipl
with Oroit Britain. Our exports te tho Uaited
Kingdom arc already large, and with the de-
velc.pment of our great %West, wo in ty look for
a rapld incroase In our exports to the T.othor
country.. In'order te encourage thia traite we
arecfnot asked te enter Into any high-taritt comn.
paut, and ail we have te do la to lower our owfl
duties upen Importe from Great llritain. %Vo
conld net, lîowaver, oxpoot tho mither country
to admit our producta free, aud place a uiuty
uspon the samoe produots comlng fromi toeogn
countriesl at lelst whilo our present political
statue Ill maintained.

Tho future of the Empire, ospecially as re-
garda the coloniea, la cortainly a great question,'
but eue beyond the graspl ef ordinary inortals.
It ln flot reasonable te suppose that the present
rolatinhlp between the mither country and
the colonies wvitl b3 indafi ttly mitnt4tined.
Wihether change will corne in the direction of
dloser rolationahip or increaaing estrangeunent,
we leave the future te decide. In the lilht ef
hiatory, however, the hande ou the dial et timo
wonld sceux te point in the direction et tnrther
relaxation, rather thin a tightening of the ties
which new se Iossely licite tho différent self-
governing communi.ies which m.%ko up the
Empire.

BlEAU BEATS.
Tho question ot how bas~. te dtal withidead

hoas, is one otinteresi. te retail businessmon.
It docs seoin atrange that morchants willaslow
themaelvesto be*gnlledaoeasily aud treîjuentlylby
thia îîîost dishonorable and loathsome et boings
the dead beat. Every cemmunity lias its
quota of these despicaplo alortais, and they are
etten tound among those who endeavor to ho
-seine purnpkinLa" in society. They put on
considerable style, are otten dudiah lu their
nianners, but they are simply poor. miserable,
low lveil, .cewardly, contemptîble skunks,
utterly devoid tho lowe.st instincts et houer,
and unworthy tu hoe recognized by respectable
people lai the humbleat wal<a oi lite.

%Va say it soomasatrange that retailers aub-
mit th-imaelves te be swindled hy theso worth-
leu characters, because it ia an evil which can
he largely guarded againat. A very alight
organization among business mon ia alIthat
in necessary te at once cut down the latitude ef
the dead beat for carrying on his awindllng
eperations. Iu a strnait city ene et these worth-
lots scoundrels, will etten exist fur years by
bcating the public, wheu hy a little aystem his
career could bo eut short in a brie£ time. Sainse
8ysteani should ho p ovided by which dead beatu
could bc thorouglîly advertised aniong the
trade. lVhen a dealer lias diacoecrcd that oe

of hie custeuners la a tteat boat, ho coul.! report
tho circumnatauces te the propor persona, aitl
have the merchants generally informed tho:e-
on. It would net bo necessary te kCop up a
regular organiration ot business in te have
this work proporly carrieul out. A sinaîl com-
mitnce, appoInte.! may onu-o a year, wouil be aIl
tîjat is neceasary ta conaldor cases reportoîl te
thom and givo the necessary information te the
trade. Tho thiug coulul hco e aiily dloue, t1lat
it la really surprisiug that the dead heat is
%llowed te carry on his noerious eperations ou
such a largo salle.

Tho saino organization which wonl I bo iîc*-
essary te carry ent a systeun et local protection
againat tho doad boat, could ho turnod te otTec.
tivo service la collecting acconotis againat this
undesirablo clasa. The tellowiug las al plan
adopteul hy a grocers' association in a towu
acrosa the bonndlary, te terce delinurueonts to
pay UP

A committc was appointe.! te purehase a
collecter'a wagon. The wagon xvill have a big
livo collecter Iu It an.! largo luttera paiutetl
upon it. Tho lettons will bu "Collecter."
This wagon vili i ho snt te the promises of
oeory deaul beat lu tho city ; the collecter will
have their hbil sud wilI preserit tlîom tor
settloment. If tho debtor sees 6it te square
accounta or pay over a reasonahie aunont ou
acceunt, tho collecter will poea on ta the noxt.
If ne attention ia paid te him ho will give an
heur or two lu walkiug up sud dowu haiora his
residenco. Tho wagon will tell who ho is, and
If folk dou't like it that will make no
dilferenco. The nex: day there will ho a repie-
tition et the uew tangled dunning proes, and
no on until thu des.! beat setties his bibl.
Butchers, hakors aud othera are reported te ho
joinlng the meveunont, andl the dead boat la
likoly te hive an unplcasut time ahlead, o et u,
if hoe persista lu lis contemptiblo course.

flry flooua at loitreal,
Thora ià no forward business doing ; a nunîher

et travellers have returne.! tram their first
sprng trip sud will tuot take the ros.! again
until aiter thn elections. Travellers, hîowever,
predi-t a geod trade on tiîeir second trip.
Pricea are firni ail round on hoth cotten aod
wooleu goodi. MliII agents are arot n.! solicit-
ing ordera train whalosale hanses for taîl geods
but thoy have as yet placed very few, nor are
thoy expecto.! te untib atter the elections.
Remittauces have corne in penly during the
past week an.! city collections have talIon off
somewhat. - Trale Ilidiii.

A trumber et Ontario farmersansd thuir
familles, who settleil lu South Dàketa saine
ciglit yeare age, passe.! thronigh Winnuipeg lust
night ou t1xoir way te Yorkton, Assinibola
torritory, witb six car loads ot stock. One
hundre.! familles et these Canadians are ex
pecte.! frein Dakota lu threo wecka honnd for
Yerktou:

Iu the first five menthe ot the crop year,
Framico imported whoat sud fleur as wheat,
equal ta 18,939,174 huahels, againat 13,048.90(i
hushels lu 1889, sud 21,791,220 bushels lu IRSS.
At this rate importe for the current aeasouî xvil
cxceed 45,000,000 hushols. lt aeitixs dear tîtat
the Governiin&euts titnate et the Luat crop wus
mlih tee large.


