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tivity among those who beliove in the practi-
cability and advantages of closer relations
among the difforent self-governing countries of
the Empire.

The contontion which Col. Viacent put forth
in the Pritish Commons, that imperial federa.
tion was only to be obtained through commer-
cial federation, is undoubtedly correct. Once
make it clear that commorcial fedoration will
bo to the advantagoe of the differant membars of
the Empire, and the thiog is as good as accom-
plished. A movement to secure commorcial
tedoration firat, is therofore undoubtedly the
propor course to bo pursued. But just hero it
sy ho atated that this is veally tho diffizult
part of the programme., Tho varying commer-
cial intoreats of the mother count-y and the
coloniss present the apparently insurmountable
barriers in tho rond to imperial unity. This is
shown by the fact that Canada and some of the
other colonies have adopted a trade policy
which is looked upon as hostile to tho interests
of Great Britain. No wonder then, that while
many British statesmen state their desire for
closer relationship between the mother land
and the colonics, thoy are at a loss to s2e how
they can give any encouragement to the fedoia-
tionists. \Vhile the desire for greater unity is
with them, the practicability of the movement
is not apparent to thom.

Besides British statesmen at home appear to
think that a movement in the dircction of closer
relationship should come from the colonies, and
they are 1eluctant to move in the matter thom-
selves. On the other hand it has been urged
with force by the federationists, that any pre.
liminary steps, such as the calling of a confer-
euce to consider the question, should come from
the home authorities. The latter secems the
more rcasonable ground, as the head, and nat
the members, sheuld move first.

The trade question most prowminently invol-
ved in that of imperial federation, ir the tarifl.
This is the point which appears most diflicult
for British statesmen to deal with. A scheme
of federation which wonld be regarded favor-
ably by the colonies, they believe must provilde
or diffaiential duties, and with the British
mind so thoroughly educated to freo trade doc-
trines, the question of an imperial zollverein,
which would provide for differential duties in
fuvor of the colonies, is a most serious matter.
However, under an imperial federation, by
which Great Britain and the colonies might be
consiarred one nation, absolute free trade be-
tween all sections of the Empire, with duties
upon certain products coming from foreign
countries, could not be considered as
differential duties.  The Lmpire would
be one nation, and any duties imposed
for 1evenue or other puarposes, would
certainly not be preferential. The dif-
ferent members of the Empire should not be
considered as forcign countries to each other,
but as one couatry, and therefore tho duties
would not be differential agaiast foreign coun-
tries, any morc than free trade between the
provinces of Canads could be taken as differen-
tial against the United Stotes.

The greatest incentive in Great Britain to
imperial federation, is probably fouad in the
industrial situation. The high duties levied by
many countrics upoa imports of wanufactured

goods, has created somuthing of a feoling of
alarm in some induatrial contres, and looking
about for a remedy to offset tho disadvantage
of these foreign protoctive tarils, tho question
of imperial federation is frequently grasped at.
Imperial  fedoration, howevar, has hardly
yot assumed an aspect which loaves {t ina
position for practical discussion, and with high
tariff doctrincs prevailing largely in sevoral of
the coloaties, its immediate future does not scem
assuring.

So far as Canada is concerned, wo would have
much to gain from freer trade rowtionship
with Great Britain. Our exports to the Uaited
Kiogdom ave already large, aad with the de-
velopment of our groat Weat, we miy look for
a rapid increaso in our oxports to the mother
country., In‘order to cucourage this trade wo
arc not asked to coter into any high-tariff com-
pact, and all we have to do is to lowar our own
duties upon imports from Great Britain. o
could not, however, oxpoct the mather country
to admit our products free, and p'ace a duty
upon the same products coming from foreign
countrics, at least while our present political
status s maiotained.

The future of the Ewmnpire, ocspecially as re-
gards the coloanics, is certainly a great question,
but one beyond the grasp of ordinary mortals.
1t is not reasonable to suppose that the present
relationship botweea the mother couatey and
the colonies will ba iadefiritely maintained.
Whether chaoge will come in the direction of
closer relationship or increasing estraugement,
we leave the future to decide. Ia the light of
history, however, the hands on the dial of time
would seem to point in the direction of further
relaxation, rather than a tightening of the tics
which now so lossely unite the differont self-
governing communi.ies which make up the
Empire.

DEAD BEATS.

The question of how bes’ to d:al with dead
beats, is one of interesy to retail business men.
It does seem strange that merchants will allow
themselvesto begnlledsoeasily and frequently by
this most dishonorable and loathsome of beings
the dead beat. FEvery community has its
quota of these despicaple mortals, aund they are
often found among those who eadeavor to be
“‘some pumpkians” in society. They put on
considerable style, are often dudish in their
manners, but they are simply poor, miscrable,
low lived, , cowardly, contemptlible skunks,
utterly devoid the lowest instincts of honor,
aod unworthy to be recoguized by respectable
people in the humblest walks of life.

We say it seems strango that retailers sub-
mit thumselves to be swindled by these worth.
less characters, because it is an evil which can
be largely guarded against. A very slight
organization among business men is all that
is necessary to at once cut down the latitude of
the dead beat for carrying on his swindling
operations. Ir a small city one of these worth-
less scoundrels, will often exist for years by
beating the public, when by a little systom his
carcer could be cut short in a brief time. Soms
system should be p ovided by which dead beata
could be thoroughly advertised among the
trade. When a dealer has discovered that one

of his customars is & Qead boat, ho could report
the circumstances to the proper porsons, anl
have tho merchants gewverally informed the:e-
on. It would not be necessary to keep upa
regular organization of bnsiness men to have
this work properly carried out. A small com:
mittee, appointed say onco a year, would be all
that is necessary to consider cases reported to
thom and give the necessary information to the
trado. Tho thing could be 8o casily done, that
it is really surprising that the doad beat is
allowed to carry on his nofarious operations on
such a largo scale.

The satne organization which woull bo nec-
ossary to carry out a system of local protection
against the dead boat, could bo turned to effec.
tive service in collecting accounts against this
undesirable class. The following is a plan
adopted by a grocers’ association in a town
across the boundary, to force delingtents to
pay up :—

A committco was appoiatel to purchase a
collector’s wagon. The wagon will bavo a big
live collector in it and large letters paluted
upon it. The lotters will be *‘Collector.”
This wagon will be sont to the premises of
ovory dead beat in the city ; the collector will
have their bille and will present them for
scttlement. 1f tho debtor secs fit to square
accounta or pay over a reasonable amount on
account, the collector will pass on to the next.
If no attention is paid to him he will give an
hour or two in walking up and down befora his
residence. The wagon will tell who he is, and
if folk don’t like it that will make no
difference. The next day there will be a repe-
tition of the new fangled dunning process, aud
so on until the deal beat seottles his bill,
Butchers, bakers and others are reported to be
joining the movement, and the dead beat is
likely to have an unpleasant time ahead of him,
if he persists in his contemptible course,

Dry Goods ab Montreal,

Thero is no forward business doing ; a number
of travellers have returned from their first
apring trip and will not take the road again
until after the elections. Travellers, however,
predict a good trade on their second trip.
Prices are firm all round on both cotton and
woolen goods. Mill agents are arornd solicit-
ing orders from whalesale houses for fall goods
but they have as yet placed very few, nor are
they expected to antil after the eleciions.
Remittances have come in poorly during the
past week and city collections have fallen off
somewhat, —T'rade Bulletin,

A pumber of Ontario farmers and their
families, who settled in South Dakota somne
oight yoars ago, passed through Winnipeg last
night on their way to Yorkton, Assiniboia
territory, with six car loads of stock. Oae
hundred families of these Canadians are ex
pected from Dakota in three wecks bound for
Yorkton:

In the first five mouths of the crop year,
Frauco imported wheat and flour as wheat,
equal to 18,939,174 bushels, against 13,048,906
bushels in 1889, and 21,791,220 bushels in I88S.
At this rate imnports for the current scason will
exceed 45,000,000 bushels. Itseims clear that
the Governimont's estitate of the Iast crop was
much too large.



