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Our pleineo province,.
With tilse conipletion o! the G P.1t. tîtrongit

the inouiitaiuis of BelitiBli Coînuiibia, a new lifo
lias dawncti upan tue Pacifie province. Thiough
Britishs Coluttibia wua a nicinîhar o! the Caniadian
Confatiertioii for acterai ycars proviotus ta t l
consatruction of the rsilway, that nsonherabip
miglit ho tormiet iitoraly noiontal. Truc, tise
province elected i ncomr ta thse Camuadian
I>arliaitteut, sent its represtentatives ta Ottawa,
înti n'as subject ta the cittois anîd goîicritl lana

o! the Domnîiont ; but in tha imiportant
direction a! tracte anti commnerce, Britishi
Golumbia coulti hiardly ho coissidereti a part of
tlti Doiiiit. Its trade, hoth imîport anti ex.
part, wsas carrieti ou, îot nitis ta provinces
and tarritonica o! Gamnada, but prncipally wvith
Greant Britain antl tise States o! the Pacifie
catst ta thia soistî, espccially Galiforniau. 'f'lic
thîrco prncipîal exporta af the provincc-canncti
aniat, lutuber, sud. tise products o! thse mines
-. vîerc alinoat unni iii otler parts o! Gtnuada.
Oit tc athior biand tisa îmanufactures of Easternî
Catiada wcro îîat largely ta bo 1usd iii tise mar-
kets of B3ritishi Golumbia. Now thie

se8i siAoi(;
wo 8ay cîiaigiîig, becaa8o the provinîce la itt
yôt entiraly reconcibati ta tîîe iiew arder a!
thiugs. In place o! Britishs snd Galifornia
goods, tho praîlucta o! Eastern Gainda sud thie
Northiwcat a ra crawtiing upon thie mîarkets o!
Britishs Colunmbia. In tamn aise tte praducts
o! tha province are flninig tlîeir way castîvarti
ta othur parts of the Domnion. Iuistead o!
beiug an isolatecl province, irith little lu aoîîîîîîon
with the reat o! tic country, Britishi Columbsia
la rapidly being birauglit into harmoluy ivith.thUi
national pulse. Jr la. îot to ho expectid tîiat
sncai a change coulai caine about withîout saine
indications o! frictiot inu certaia quartera. Tite
deamngeient which tîme coîmmierce o! the
province lias idtergone coulai ust but cause
depresion anui disszitisfactiim ii soaineudirect iona.
Tite closiîîg ni> of thie aIN chaîîîîls of trade aîîu
thse opening o! uit conl mot be expecteti ta
work ta tlîe perfect satistaction o! aIl concen(c].
Sa it lias beau lu thte case of Brnitishi Cohluinhia.
Soma fan' individual interasta lisve certainly
snff'crcu hy thue new archer o! tlîiîga, sud a
people îîattirally caiiservativa front lonig
isolationi, liha not viewed tîîe chiange stith,
geisersi satisfaction. Tie îîaîîîîfactîîrcs a!
Esateru Canadia, being o! dicrent quaiity andt
pattern front thoso formerly sac, liste îîot
always been kiîîdly receivad, likcwisc the
diff'crent style o! doing business in thie euat
lias mot infrequcntly beau a nittter of adverse
commnit. Hence it ii thiat British Golumbhia

la atilI a large importer o! Britishs aud foreigh
goods ln proportioni ta populationi, as comnpared
with other parts of Canada, thougi tise gea.
graphicai position o! thse provinice aise lias
somcthing ta do stitis this fact.

As already atatati, sanie iutarasta lhate per.
lisps bean injuriously, affectei hy thue change
whicIs hb beau goitig oms o! lata ln tIse commerce
o! the province, but taken als a whiole, thie
rceant will certainîy prove ta thme geumeral,
ads'aitaga of tie people. Tfice catiitry lii hciug
opaned np ta scttleument ; nuis induistries wihl ho
detelopeti and ncw aveinues for coîmmerce -%ill
lie opeutù. 1es cw ettlers are flowing lu f roua

lie euat, and gradually but surcly tha province a
s bccoîing assiînillated with the reat of Cansada. t
ilî no respect lia the cotuplatiomi of tlîo railway %,
)con morc marked thin as regardi the trado t
titercourito which lias spruig: up botween 1i
M!aiitoba aiîd Bhritish Columbia. Duriug the e
past gcason

BIiTISHl C'OLUMIiA iitOUCT s
.nclutiiîig fishi, fruits anti Iuibar, liave foiniuti
them %way ta Nortitwestern inarisets ail aiaîîg b
theo Une froinCa1garyL ta %YinýIpeg. On Uic
other hianti, MnLIttiitoba produets, suct as ilotir,s
fecd,à îîiittîîfTt, graini, buitter, clîceso, eggs,
etc. , are niow hargeiy used iu British Colnumbia. 0
itis inter.proviticial trade lias come- iîîta

existenicec etirely .vithliî thie past fcwtuianthia,
nd isti oiito iigesaoî.'lcpros- t

pecets arc for a coiitintuons gvawth of tiade lu
tic 'saine *direction, annd ivith Uie expcricîîce
liOW gaincti the resîtit simoula prove nmorce
satisfactory lu the future.

Owiug ta this trade intercourse ithich i la 
rapidly cxteuchiîg betv-een Mansitoba aiîd the
'rerritories anti British Golumîbia, it is deairable
thiat the ua sinecss coîiiîiiîiiticà of the diffeircnt
sectionîs siiouilt becouie botter acquailiteti iith
ecd other. With titis abject ilu vicît the
writer lias uiîdcrtakiei tho preparatiaîi of a
series of lettera, oit iuittcrs pisrticularly of a
commuercial an(l [udustrial nature, pertaiîîing ta
the Pascifle P>rovince. Brnitish Columbîia sud
the Nortlîwaat nusat iii thua Natural course of
avents lîecoîîîc very intiniiste lin their trade
relationship. Thuese two grat dis'îsioî1 s arc
quite dliffcreiit iii thicir leading fcatnres anti
resourees. anti oin tlii accotnit tlîc pro<incts of
saclî are requircd by tlîe athier. It la unoat

desirable thînt Northwevstern shîippcrs shouiti
f îîlly uiuicrstand the îeîiennaof British
Golumabia markets, lit order thuat the greateat
becîi't inay ha deriveti front thie trade. It wilI'
tluercfarc bc the abject ta eîticavor ta tirow
ont iii future letters soutîe useful bluta iii Uie
direction indicatcd. Iii thie ineauitinic, lion'.
oer, a fittiîîg introuductionu ta jenitiah Columbia
wnuhld b. ta give a sketch of the
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tlî c ommîercial, induetrial andi fluancial capital
of Uie Pacifie P~rovince.

Tite readers of TuE COMMî}:CIAî. with sainîe
exceptions, are probably but sliglîly acquaintati
with, the axteuit o! tlue wlolesalc trade of
Victoria. Perhuaps any are hardly aware
thsat the city lias any standing as a %iholeae
centre, thnghi als a unatter o! fact its importance
in tlii respect is by uiens incoî;siderable.
Victoria ranks îniongst its business ioatitut..ans

ivtsaalotîse in ainst cvery branch of
t rade, andi nany a! thies arc of the flr8t ortior.
A nunber of olti anti substauuitial tis arc liera
enigageai ii the whÔlesala trade, soiiie a! thes
hiaviîig a financial stansding second ta nulie la
Canadû. A glanco aver thec commeîrcial re-
ferenscs ssill quickhy dispel any belie! thiat
Victoria lias no first.ciass banises. As a matter
of'fact the ratiiig o! thse wholesalc banises of thse
city 18 s'ery lsigh as a ganeral ide, and tlîc
amiotiut of capital re-prceliteti lu titis way la
muncl grenter tlIatianinnti bc liaturally Blupposeti,
for a city svith Uie population of Victoria. No
failliras of any conuiaeqîc avse occurred, for
ycars, andi the trado of thse ciry appears ta bu
iu a proaperans anti bealthy condition. An

nunteration of the hauses engaged in wholestaio
rada, wvith a brief special refoenco to acli
vould porliaps best serve ta show thic tent of
hie wlîolesalo trado of the city. It will bc
latta that aceral of tho bouises hlave been
stabiisbad for a cansideral-ic lcîîgtl of titile.
inothcr feuturo which will bc obsorved i s, that
everal firins carry a gentiral, stock of 8ta1ilo
acide, instcad of confinisîg tlîoir busincas ta one
îranch of trada.

A glanco at the commîercial refèrence wvili
liowv soinothing ovor

450 TiiAD)IN(i INSTITUTIONS
if till kinds lu Victoria. Titis la acclusivc of
;IiiIe8c, of wvilai thera arc a largo r.uîber ini
mnsinesa i varions branches of trde. Besides
boîe thcre will bo a iitinibor of sîniallar in.
titutiona which'hiavo beau ovcîlookcd. ,Aînong

titis total af business establishmnents thère art
inbar whlich may bo classed as straighit whole.

sale annd ju)bbinig hanises. Ini whlolcsale dryJ
goods therc are acterai balises engaga nithier
in thtis bramait alono, or iii commcotion %vitlî other
[nca. Leuz & Loiser handie forci-n and
diainstic gooda in tii hraîch ; aiso gents
furnishiîîgs. They carry a lieavy stock and do
au exclusively whlolcsae trade. Thoy aise,
manufacture shirts, ovcrhiauls, smocks, cotton.
ade goods, etc. Promises 50x80, two floors and
baseinct, itre accupicd. Mr. M. Lenz estait.
ljshced thtis business cighit years aga, andi about
a year ugo the business ivas changea ta present
style. G. Strousa & Go. hanale dry gooda sund
ancy goals princij>ally, but aise dIo a wholesalo
commnissin tratia in other stable goods, anai
manufacture shirts, overhauls, etc. Thtis Iirmn
is nue of the olticat, hîavitig becu establisheti 20
yeavs. Mr.CGSrnsrsdsl odn n.
-siere the firin bas ait office for convenienc o in
purciîasiug. J. H. Todd & Son (Io a wholcsalo
trado in staple gooda of several branice, iii.
cluding dry gooda, clothing, bas zaid caps,
groceriest and provisions, etc. rte firrla i alBO
proprietar of a sahuton caunry oit the maorth
atmi of the Fraser river, where thîey put ni> the
Horsesine brama o! sainion. Mr. Todd was
prcaident of tic board of trade lat ycar. This
bouse wau establislied in 1872. A. B. Gray &
Ca. devote special attention ta whiolesalo dry
goods, thongh also handling saine other staplo
Unes. They also manufacture duck, denitn aud
cottonade goods. Tite fiin lias liandled liquars
largely, but coiîtaîplates giving np tiis brauich
of business. Estahlishied 20 years. Turner,
Becton & Co. are wholesale general ierchants,
aud imnport largely ln (lry gowds aua other
branches af trade. Thcy are aise interestcd lu
tho caniîing indnstry, aud own two cannerias
ait tho Skcna river, beides hanilling thse pro-
duet of other eanineries. Tite firin is coanecteti
with H. C. Bouton & Go., af Landau, Eng.
Mr. If. C. Bectan ia agent goiicral -for the
colonies ln Landau. J . A. Caton & Go. dIo a
wvholasa!ce trade iu dry goads, furniahiuga,
înotions, itecry. etc., nd hiavebeien astablisheti
ive ycare. A. MeLean & Go. do sosie jobbing
trade lu clothiiig, etc., thon glh their business la
princil)ally retail. Imiported gaa<is are handled
exclxisively by tIse latter hause. lu

W1i10LEALU tfltOCEitii'

thera are a large natiniber of bouises doiîîg busi.
iffs aloiic or in connection with othar

branîches, beaides those liandling grocenies pro-
viansl 'y mentiouced, la connection with thse dry
gùods trade. S. J. 'Pitts deals largely in
grocrries, provisions, produce and greeni truite.


