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“ Wouldn't old Gregson be mud if he knew ?"

« Mr, Grantley doesn’t know about it !"

% Oh, father, do let us tell him ?"—* Syd, you tell.”

« I will if you'll only be quiet? Gregson turned Rhods out of her
cottage while Ben was away at sea because she had been ill and couldn't
pay t%c rent.” .

4 And Syd wrote and told Olive.”

“Be quiet, Lucy |  Well, Olive came down aud gave it to Gregson hot !
She was staying in a grand country house too, and the Prince and Princess
were there.”

4 And there is going to be a grand ball, and she had such a lovely
dress.”

 Never mind her dress—she gave all that up and came here directly.”

“ Directly she saw him, old Gregson got the sack for what he'd done.”

‘ She said—-" . .

% Children, children I" exclaimed the Rector, in a vain attempt to quell
the hubbub ; but the babel of eager young voices burst forth agsin in spite
of him. -

“ Now, father, you kuow it is sll true.”

¢ And vou cannot bear old Gregson yourself."”

« He would never have turned Rhoda out if he could have forgiven her
for not looking at his ugly face before she married Ben.”

« QOlive said so ; and she aid she would soon iaake him walk his
chalks I”

“ George, how can you?” Olive never talks slang.”

“She does then.” Mr. Grantley, just listen—she says——""

“ Why, there she is I” cried Syduey suddenly ; and all turned their
heads in the direction of the dining-room door, which opened quict)y at this
moment.

A slender figure in travelling-cloak stood there, looking in with an
amused smile upon the noisy party gathered round the tea-table.

There was a general stampede as all the children-and Mr. apd Mrs.
Irvine gathered with warm words of welcome round the new-comer.

Philip Grantley, standing aloof from the rest, had time to receise a dis-
tinct first impression of Lady Olivia Desmond before his preserce was
remembered by those abont him.  Years afterwards, by simply closing his
eyes, he could recall her exact image, as he saw her then—a slight deli-
cately-formad woman rather above the averags height, with an undefinable
grace and harmooy about her whole appearance and manuner.

The circumstances of his life had brought Mr. Grantley into contact
withbut few women-—with this type of woman not at all. She was so simple,
yet such a lady—s0 plainly dressed, yet so refived in every detaill She
held a grest bunch ef newly-plucked honeysuckle in her peatly gloved
hand. For.ever afterwards the subtle fragrance of that flower was associa-
ted in Philip Grantley's mind with this first glimpse of the mistress whose
service he had lately entered.

It was with difficulty that he roused himself from the reverie into which
he had fallen, when, some few minuts later, the first gxcitement as to Lady
Olivia’s arrival having subsided, he found that they were being formerly
introduced to each other by the Rector.

She held out her hand to him in kindly fashion, utterly ignoring the
ceremonious bow he was preparing to make.

% We must be friends, you and I, Mr. Granotley,” said Lady Olivia, in
her usual frank unconventional maoner. “ I acem to koow you quite well
alrsady by your letters, and only hope you have not formed too low an
opinion of my powers from mine. Mr. Irvine can tell you that busioess
transsctions are not exactly my forte, so it is important that I should have
responsible peopls about me whom I cao really trust. It wassuch 2 curi-
ous thing, your enclosing me that letter of introduction from Sir James
Champion ! I remember him quife well, although I was only 2 child when
I 3aw him last. Have you knowd Rim long? He was a very old friend of
roy dear father's § .

There was a slight sign of embarrassment in Philip Grantley’s manner,
an embarrassment which Lady Olivis's quick eyes did not fail to detect, but
which shoe ascribed merely to an excusable sbyness on the part of her new
steward. She had been surprised to find him on terms of evideut intimacy
with Mr. Irvine and his family, his predeceseor, old Gregson,having been ra-
the rr.certain about the letter “*h,” and decidedly fond of pightly libations of
spiv.cs-and-water.  This man, whom she bad selectzd in Gregson's stead
simply because, out of a score of other applicants, his letter, curt and to
the point, pleased her fancy best, and whom until this moment she had
never seen, was plainly not cast in the Gregson mould.  “ A gentlsman of
course—any one can see that. Hard up, I suppose! 1Welil, it cau't be
helped now ! He looks honest enough. Iwonder if I can find Sir James's
lettert How angry Godfrey will be 1" These reflections flitted rapidly
through her ladyship's mind. Like the woman of the world that shs was,
manifested no surprise when Mr. Grantley somewhat blunderingly infcrmed

' informed ber that he bad only a elight acquaintance with Sir James

Champion.

* Some years 2go I had the pleasure of rendering Sir James a slight ser-
sice, and, not Joag since meeting bim unexpectedly again, he kindly wrots
at my request the few words of general recommendation I forwarded to you

on reading your advertisement,” said the new stoward, fixing his honest|.

eyes upon Lady Olivis, and speaking in a straightforward manner that car-
nied conviction with it.  “'1 am afraid you will find me very ignorant of the
daties of my post, Lady Olivia, but I mean to do my best, and if the results
are not satisfactory to you in a short time, I can but resign.” :

(To be Continued.)
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Door,Sash & Moulding Factory & Planing Mills,

81 & 83 PLEASANT STREET, HALIFAX, N. S.,
E. GIBSON & SONS, - - - Proprietors.

Doors, Sashes, Frames, Mouldings, Plaﬁg,—Ton ue and Grooving, Turning, Screl
Sawing, Band Sawing, Etc., Ete.,

And every description of work usually done in a first-class Faetory. Estimates furnished
forevery deacrig!ion of work. Every facility for loading direct from thé whay? Orders
from the Country promptly attended to. TELEPHONE NO. 130,

I EITEHEH EOUSE.
Estebiished 1818.

KELLEY & GLASSEY,

Successors To ALex. McLeo» & Co.

Wine and Spirit Merchants,

HALITAZ, N. S.

gy Halifax Piano & Organ Co.
EXEdA Steinway Pianos, Weber Pianos,
NS>  Heintzman Pianos, Herr Pianos,
(@,

AND MANY OTHERS.
THE
A

ratops DOHERTY ORGANS,
"

Prices within reach ofall.  Greatreduction for the Holiday Seasea.

Pm\™™ ZALIFAX PIANO & ORGAN CO.
m 137 and 159 MOLLIS STERET.

FISHING SUPPLIES.

God Lines, Mackerel Lines, Fishing Anchors, Dories,
Brass Swivels, Trawl Buoys.

INT 52 "I &S ENCLISH, SCOTCH AND  AMERICAN,
HEMP AND COTTON TWINES.
Manilla Cordage.
COTTON DUCKS.
PAINTS, OILS, VARNISHES.

And the well-known Brand

Cod—W.S. 8. ¥—Hooks,
The Best and Cheapest Hook offered by the Trade.

FOR SALE AT LOWEST RATES BY

WM. STAIRS, SON & MORROW,

HALIFAX, N. S.

——  —

HALIFAX NURSERY,

Cor. Robis and North Strects.
The Oldest and Most Reliable Establishment
in the Maritime Provinces.

HUNDREDS OF TESTIMONIALS.
Orders by Mail or Express Promptly Executed. Telephne 233

HERBERT HARRIS, Propr.
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