
THE 01tITIO.

IlWoulda't oid Qrcgson be mard if bie knew ?"
«I Mr. Grantley doesn't knowr about it !»
IlOh, father, do let us tell him ?"-'" Syd, you tell."
"I will if you'l ouly bc 'juiot? Gregson turned Rhoda out of ber

cott&ge while. Ben was away atis because she had been ili and couldn't
pay th e rent."

IlAnd Syd wrotc and told Olive."
"Be quiet, Lucyl % Veli, Olive came down and gave it to Grcgson bot 1

She was staying in a grand country bouse ton, and the Prince and Princeas
wcre there."

-IlAnd ihore is goiog to be a grand bail, and she bad such a loveiy
dross."

"Neyer mind hier dress-she gave ail that up and came here dix ectly."
"Threctly 8he saw him, old Gregson got the sack for what he'd donc."

She said-"
teChi!dren, children 1" exclaimed the Rector, in a vain attempt to queil
tehubbub ; but tbe babel of cager yourig voices burst forth again in spite

ofbhim..-
"Now, father, you kLow il is ail truc."
"And you cannot bear old Gregson yourseli"
"He wouid neyer have turned Rhoda out if he could have forgivon bier

for flot lookiDg at his ugly face before she nmrried Ben."
"lOlive said so ; and abe 'said ahc would soon vanake him walk bis

chaika 1"
",George, bow can you ?" Olive neyer taiks slang."
"She doce thon." Mr. Grantlcy, just Iisten-she says-op
"Why, there she is 1" cried Sydney guddenly ; and ail turnaed their

heads in the direction of the dia ing-rooma door, which opened quietly at ibis
moment.

A siender figure iu travelling-cloak stood ibere, looking in witb an
amuaed smile upon the noiay party gathered round the tea-table.

T7here was a geueral atampede as ail the children -and Mr. and Mr$.
~jIrvine gatbered with warni words of welconie round the new-cornêr.

mi Philip Grantley, standing aloof Irom the rest, had time to receiiie a dis-
tinct firit impression of Lady Olivia Desmood before his preserze was
rernembered by those about bina. Years afterwards, by simply closing bis

15 yes, ht could recall ber exact image, as be saw bier tben-a ilîght dcli
caîely-formed woman rather above the average beigbî, wii.h an undefloabie
grace and harmony about lier wholo appearance and mann or.

The circumstances o! bis life had brougbt Mfr. Grantey mbto contact
witb but few women-with tbis type o! woma n fot at al]. She was sa simple,
yet auch à lady-.ao piainiy d.ressed, yet sa refioed in every detail-i She

Sheld a great bunch e! newly-piucked honeysfuckle inulber zieatly gloved
baud. For.ever afterwards the subtie fragrance of that flower wu associa-

ter in P'lpGatesm with thia first glimpse of the miatress whose
It wus with difficulty ihat ho roused himacif froni the reverie into which

bie bad failen, wben, soine fer minuta later, the first epxcitement as to Lady
Olivia' -jrrival baving subéided, bc found ibat tbey were bcing torrnerly
inî.roduced t0 cach o.ber by the Rector.

She held ontilber baud to him in kindly'fashion, utterly ignoring the
cerenionlous bow hie was preparing to maire..

IlWe must be friends, you and 1, Mr. Grantley," said l.ady Olivia, in
lier usual frank unconventional MaDner. I 1 sem ta kuow you quite wel
alroady by your letters, and only hope you have flot formed too low anl
opinion of my powers fromn mine. Mr. Irvine csni tell you that business
transactions are not exactly ruy forte, sa it is important that I should have
responsible peopis about me whom I can really tilust. It was sncb a curi-
ous tbing, yonr enclosing me that Icuter o! introduction from Sir James
Champion 1 I remembcr hlm quife veil, although I vas oniy a child wbon
Saav bim last. Have Sou knowâ hiru long? He vas avery old-friend of

rny dear fatber's V'
There was a sligbî sigu o! cmbarrassment ia Pbilip Graniley'a ruannor,

an erabarraasment wbich Lady Olivia's quick eyes did not fail to detect, but
which she ascribed raercly to an excusable sbyness on the part of lier Dew

steward. She had been surprised to find hlm on t.ernis of evidonti mntimacy
Switb Mr. Irvine and bis farnily, bis predecesaor, old Grcgson,baving beon ra-

theb r,'..ccrtain about the letter,,h," and decidedly fond of nigbtly libations of
Sspi,ý*.s-and-water. This man, whom she bail scleccd in Gregso 's l te'a
Ssimply because, out of a score of other applicants, bis louter, cuit and lo

the point, plcased bier fancy best, and whom until tbis moment she had
neyer seen, was plainly flot cast in the Gregson rnould. "lA gentleman of
courae.-any one can se that. Bard up, I suppose! WeUl, it. can'r be
helped noir 1 He looks honesi enough. I ronder if I can find Sir James's
leiter ¶ How angry Godfrey aill be 1" These reflections flitted -dpi
tbrough her ladysbip's mind. ie the roman of the wrnd t1hat shos vas,
ramfufsted no surprise when Mr. Grntnley somewhat blunderingly infcnmed
informed ber that ho bad onjly a e!ight acquaintance witb Sir James
Champion.

"lSoine yeais aga I bail the ploasure of rendering Sir James a slight ser-
drce, and, not long since meeting bilm unempectedly again, hie kindly wrote

ai my request tbe fow vords of general, recommendation I forwarded to you
on readinig our adventlsemorat," said the new steward, fixing bis honesi
eyez upon Lady Olivis, and speaking in a stnaightforrard manner that car.
n'ed conrictionv'ith ix. "I amxafraidyou vili flnd me very ignqrant of the
duties o! my post, Lady Olivia, but I mnan ta do my best, and if the results
are not saîiafactory taoyou in a short time, I can but zesign.'l

(To bc Coniieiuod.>
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