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A commission has probably Ly this time left France to institute a
thorough scientific investigation of the works of the Panama Canal, and of
the cost of continuing them. The solution of the question will be eagerly
awaited by the victims of M. de Lessep's too sanguine hopes. It is searcely
probable that any encourasgement will be derived (rom the investigation to
further prosecute the-ill-fated enterprise, and it is sad to think how much
genius, energy and money have been fruitlessly expended on a magnificent
scheme. It is impossible not to sympathize with M. de Lesseps ; the mor.
tification to such a temperament and genius must be teo intense to be
realized by any-but himself ; while the loss to the thousands of Frenchmen
who have invested their savings in the canal shares is equally painful 10
contemplate.

In reference to somo remarks quoted in another note from the St. John
Evening Gazette on the supposed increase of the French population, it is
"believed that at the last census a considerable proporticn of the people of
Quebec who had emiprated to the United States were included in it, an
« raanpement wiien, of it were s, had the efiect of givirg Quebec an undue
coepatorongn io Yacliament.,  Preparations ars alrexdv, it is undertu.d,
"y ade at Onawa for the census of 1891, and it 1s 1o be hoped that one
wital feature of census taking wiil be borne in mind, c.e., that, as in Great Bri-
tain, it be taken in one day, and include every person who harslept in each
house on the previous night. In Canada the census papers are filled" out
so as to gi+e the population on a certain day, but persons: temporarily
absent from their homes were included in the enumeration. ‘This arrange-
ment calls urgently for amendment.

Mr. Ambrose Lepine, who was the “ Adjutant General” of the late
lamented Mr, Riel's exemplary Government at Fort Garry in 1869~70, is at
Ottawa—or on his way there—to seck an indemnity to cover the sequestra-
tion of his property at the time when he was sentenced to hang for the
prominent part he took in that revolution. Nothitg is more grand and dig-
nified than the patriotic talk of gentlemen of the stamp of Measrs. Riel and
Lepine. This is reported to be Mr. Lepine's delivery on the subject of the
N, W. rebellions. “ Louis Riel was a crank on religion and politics—a
monomaniac—a fool—still his work has brought good fruit ; he always suc-
ceeded in gaining his point(!) He secured for the Metis of Manitoba
those rights which the Hudson Bay Company so long denied them, and in
the second rebsllion he secured the freedom of the North-West (1)  Unfor
tunately it appears that a rebellion is neceded whenever a portion of the
country wants its.rights.” The sentiments of Mr, Lepine are altogether
delightfal, but it is reassuring to learn from him that he does not think an
agitation he proposes to himself for the official retention of the French lan-
guage veed necessarily “ come to a rebellion.” Perhaps Mr. Lepine is
right this time, .

. The frequency with which an event of an- altogether unusual character
is followed by a similar one is one of the most curious and bafling of con-
siderations but that the tendency exists in a marked manner in the warp and
woof of the fates it is impossible to deny. No sooner has Brazil, with a
doubtful prospect of solid advantage, rid herself with scant ccurtesy of a
monarch prominent among sovereigns for liberality and good works, than
Venezuela sets herself, with even stranger caprice, to the childish work of
destroying the statues of Don Guzman Blanco, the most illustrious member
of a Venczuelan family of the highest distinction, who was ¢ President of
the Republic for thirteen years, controlling its destinies, prescrving the

eace, building railways and roads, founding agricultural colonies, and who

aving scttled the affairs of the country on a fairly sound basis, retired
from office in 1883, in order that the people might carry on their own
a_ffsits.” The lively Venezuelans not only destroyed the statues of this pub
lic benefactor, but have actually gone the insulting Jength of beheading him
in effigy. The example of Brazil scems to have reminded the volatile Venc-
zuelans that they had lived in peace and quiet f-r twemty years, a period
which, when they began to reab~e, 't ceers *nh-ve oer altcgether -2 leng
to contemplate without provoking an ebulitirn. The j:iesent outbreak raay
not improbably be conneéted with the Angle-phobia prevailing just now,
which Don Guzman is very likely too sensible 1 man ‘o share in.

Ms. Douglas Sladen, the Australian poet, who seems to have a grasp of
& good deal besides poetry, has been doing good sérvice both to Australia
and Canada in pointing out, in 2 communication on the relations between
the two countries, that-Australia, having no soft wood, imports all her deal,
and that her consumption in that line is gigantic since, outside the towns
and cities, neatly all the buildings are of wood. Her consumption of
canned salmon is also enormous. She has no salmon, and the Australians
are inotdinately- food of it, She also imports a vast quantity of dried fish

&% fresent from the United States.  On the other hand Canada requires an

enormous quantity of wooden bridges and quays exposed to the ses-worm
sod to rot.  Australia produces s timber, the jarrah, on which the sea-worm,
the limunaria and the teredo can make no impression, and many rich, dark
hardwoods admirably suited to the great furniture induatries of Canada.
She also imports machipery aod iron and wooden utensils from the States,
which Canada prodnces equally well, Canada yearly requires more and
more the unsirpassed woods of Australia, and opossum and native bear
skins for cheap far coats in the place of the exhausted buffalo. Kangaroo
hide would be valuable to her boot factories. Australia is one of the

worlg's 'am.t consumers of soft wood and canned fish, and Canada only
suppl with a fraction of what she uses, whereas if there were a direct
. line'of steamers she would probably be able to supply the whole. Herein

ligs material for thought which should lead to action.

California, famous for its gigantic trees and for many other thina ona
mammoth scale, also boasts the-largest orchard in the world It belongs
to General John Bidwell, one of the estly pioneers, who crossed the plains
in 1841, was an associate of Sutter and Freemont, and saw many adventurcs
in'those early duys, Genersl Bidwell's orchard covers 1500 acies of land,
of which 200 are planted with peaches, 100 with plums and prunes, and 70
with apricots. There ate 2,350 cherry trees, and the grape vines cover 200
acres and number g7,213.  All the fruit is said {o be of the finest descrip.
tions. It gives.employment to 500 persons. The soil is a rich sandy loam
and the trees ate grown without irrigation,

Europe and America united will rejoice that accounts have now assumed
a form which seema to warrant a certain expectstion of the safety of the gal-
lant Stanley and the equally gallant Emin Pasha. Precisely how the latier
escaped after having been made a prisonef is not made clear, but it secms
certain they are both fairly on their way to the coast.  Among the names
on which African trayel hasshed surpassing lustre that of Stanley stands
almest if rot quite pre-eminent, and his account of his jast expedition w
be In Led tor with cafier antitipation nad read, when iu appears, with t:rr-*'.. .
lessiveerers,  Itis ovident that he i 2otoed almost, if not entireiy.
whole rroblem of the great Nile quest, begun 3,000 or mote yearsegn. !
finding of Livingstone was indecd a unique example of enterprise, and U
reliel an:d the 1escue of Bmin Pasha is to the full as meritorions. 1t is hope-
that the great adventurer msy reach the coast by January.

‘The Cronin murder and its developments have, as waa to he expected
not only enlightened the American peopl= as to the truculent chanacte? o1
the murderous associations they so long elected to wink at, but have, as is
also natural, seriously affected the status of the Irish Nastiona} Teague in
the United States, The Rev'd, Patrick Cronin, its first Vice-President.
takes a desponding view of its position, owing to the fact that the Clan'-'
na-Gael has more or less obtained control of it. ¢ The Cronin conspiracy,
he says, * has.disclosed a far reaching und manifold power, which in a land
like this is simply appalling, and this horrible affiir his divided the Insh
people in this country into two hostile camps ; namely, those who desire to
bring the murderers to justice and vindicate the followers of Parnell from
any such methods, and those who are using every means in their power to
shield the murderers from the American law and terrorize into silence all
wko do not make common cause with them. Father Cronin says these
methods have caused the withdrawal of American sympathy, and practically
has killed the league in this- conntry.” Of course if the National Lesgue
elects to be mixed up with adso iatiors like the Clan-na-Gaelit must be
prepared to suffer in reputation accordingly.

Some of the best and most philanthropic efforts of moaarchs are
doomed to reap anything but gratitude and appreciation. Louis 16th of
France loet his head as a consequence of really benevolent intentions. The
Princess Regent of Brazil, acting doubtless with the sanction of her father,
Dom Pedro, but dis’phying peculiar promptuess and_energy on her own
account, in the abolition of slavery bas, instead of earning the thanks of the
nation for the removal of a foul- blot; generated 2 revolution which has had
the eflect of overturning the Empire and substituting a repiblican form of
government. There is very little doubt that, as usuai, selfish interests,
interfered with, were the motives of the movement, which appears the more
ungmcious that, though nominally an empire. the imperial form of govern-
ment in Brazil more nearly approached that of a republic than perhaps any
other that has existed, even the titled aristocracy being ong created for scr-
vices to the State, and lacking the hereditary feature. However, as the
founder of the Bragilian Empire, with a spirit of a colonist, sat loose to the
throne of. Portugal, it is probable that neither the present Emperor nor his
courageous daughter set a very high value on the occupation of a throne.
The revolutionists appear to have acted with moderation (indeed it would
have been disgracetul had they not) and evea creditably in apportioning 2
considerable sum of mon:y to the late Emperor, but if the repert was tro-
that Dom Pedin was compelled to embark at an heur's neize, the vnnece-
sary discourtesy romewhat drtracts fram the atheriwiss pe: ~“rnether unren.
onabie course of procedmre.

At a recent fashionable wedding in Washin%on the Rector of St. James'
Episcopal Chutch, who holds strictly to all the Pauline teachings, refused tu
allow any of the women to sppear ia the church with uncovered heads, su
even the bride and h' r bridesmaids had to wear aigrettes large endugh to
cover the head. There is not a little absurdity in this kind of literalness
Every divine of ‘this day ought to possess enough of the critical faculty-to
enable him to separate.chaff from wheat. Every sciiptural student knows
that St. Paul's opinious on many points weré deeply tinctured with the cur-
rent eastern ideas of thé status of women, and that he added 1o his wradi-
tional impressions certain notions peculiar to himself, which have now loag
gone down the stream of time and are obsolete. The earnest truthfulness
and noble candor of the- apostie of the Gentiles of itself furnithes the
critical student with the touchstone whereby to test the perenaial sgandaess
or unsoundness of any of his doctrines, for,.in the midst of his méet serions
admonitions about women, hie interpolates : * but I speak this by permission,
not of commandment,” and elsewhere he_distinctly. repudiates inspiration
in particular cases, and.intimates that he is speaking out of his own con
sciousness. These characteristics render the undoubted writings of St. Paul
the most valuable of the New Testament, and the most reliable check, in
some important points, on more artificially constructed narratives, and itis
much to be regretted in the true interests of religion that so large a portion
of the clergy of all denominations still cling to the superficiality of a
“ literal inspiration " interpretation,
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