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THE CHURCH NOT IN DANGER.

The feil nawspaper has its face against the Cathoke
Church and has cut 1tself loose from party exigencies that
must needs ally atself to that church for support. It op-
POses separate schools 1n this Upper Province, aad tho
tithe system n the Lower It crics down the "ﬁh' of
Catholics to have any voicen tho High or Public schools.
1t condemns eny distnbution of money for chantv that 18
based on per capita relief to the poor, because there hap-
gens to be prog_amonnely more poot Catholtcs than poor

'rotestants. ‘Tho Catholic votes are so0ld by the Bishops
10 the highest bidder, 5o we . re tuld, and this has the ef
1ect of putting the purchawi intd possession and sa pub-
lic morality is gone and has been debased and debauched

'y both parties. The 3fail, unable to stand these and
other grievances, has tumed its back on Sir John Mac.
donald and Mr Meredith and has become independent.
The other grievances are moie_remote, but not less intol
erable. A State Church, an Ultramontane Church. old
statutes and the present imfant Constitution, the Treaty of
Paris axd the alarming and irrepressible increase of the
French pcpufation since the Cession os 1763 uili today,
are matters for seconstruction, for repeal, for destruction
or repression,

This course of the Mail has not had much effect on the
church, the schools, the charities or the French element,
butit has left Mr Meredith without a brace of Catholics
on his 11de of the House, and more than decimated that
:1de of 1ts former members. The most blatant of its clen
<al supporters could nut get enough of votes {n s own
town to secure his election as school trustee, ard the Don

uizote who went out in tin helmet to rescue the school
<children from the giants and dragons of Popery, only ad-
ded to the tnumph of his encmies and the disgrace of
those who sent him  The mimster who lamented any cur-
taslment in the school books of the story of Putiphar's wife,
condoles with the mtelhgert trustee who wanted “The
whole damned Bible” The silence of the Catholics has
been omoous 10 all this fanfare.  What efiect it will have
on Sir John zemains to bo seen.—1t 15 the truth, however,
that he depends on individual Catholic support more than
Mz, Mawat does. He rules as Primier arsongst other things

use the Catholics have never been arrayed against
him. So 1t was and 5o 1t i) be, butf the Catholics are
of necessity dnven 1n a body out of either party, they will
esitably dnve that party out of power at Oltawa

The 2ad has spoken plainly on the Church question
and has not been di d  For its p
Janguage and ability :n which 1t has put forth it's side, 1t
deserves praise  On the political question we have noth-
iog to'3ay ; on the question so far as it is not poliical, we
have somettung to s3y, and =il coptinue to say more.
We shall endeavour to be equally plain, and hope to be
equally undesstood,

It would be very unfair to the general Protestant public
to assume that its feelings have been voiced by the Afail.
The Jocal elections have decided that in the most com
plete way. Towards that honest and honorable rajority
the feelings of the Cathalics are sufficiently svideneed, and
rota word need be said to the remaant 1t 1s probable
they havelearned their lesson, i learning anything 130
their way. The Catholics do pot fear these bigots, they
simply dely them. Whatever 1n justice Catholics ought
to bave as citizens, they will have in defiance of these
geatlemen , and whatever the Catholics now nghtly have
1o justics they will keep 10 spite of them  The Catholics
don’t want to rule this country, bat this country will not
be ruled by any party that insults them or refuses them
the right of other citizens.  \Vhatever measure of fair play
the Catholice in Canada enjoy under the Constitution
they hold, not because of the exigencies of Party, but to
sorse extent, in spite of the Party. The nght to separate
schools, and not the trifing amendments made to the
separate school Act, will be fourd to be at the bottom of
the gnevances on this schoul question,  For the safety of
this right the Catholics bave no concern, they do not feel
danger from any quarter, they are as secure from the at-
tacks of their enemies as 1t there were 1o encmies 6 at-
fack, The law and the constitutiin must be altered be.

fore the ume comes when Catholics are not to stand as
securely as Protestants stand in thiscountey ; and 1t is well
1o remember that there are only two rehgious divisions in
Canada  We haveunder the law, schools exclusively for
Protestants, schools exclusively for Catholics, and we have
Public Schools for bath dennminations The Catholic child-
ren have the same right and tha same phiviteges tn Pub-
he Schools that the Protestant children have—no more
and no less. Now what the bigots want, is that the
Catholics, while they necessatly atend Fublic and High
schools, should @ive up all claim to have any voice in re
gard to them  That they will never do, nor will ever he
asked th dn hy any government It the Protestants would
richtly obrert 1o Catholic doctnne being taught in the
Public Schools, then we hope that it (s open to us equal
ly to object w Protestant Juctnine being taught in the
ublic Schools.  \We have the same right and can insist
on the same measure of reciprocal yustice.

In regard to the Catholic chanties there
P except for th of th p
ities whose practice it is that the applicant should be
questioned as to hus religion belore bis stomach 13 rehiev
ed. The Catholic Church can 2gain, asit did long ago,
take care of it's own poor nd lend its expenence to the
uew housekeepers in that lina. .

Gotng out ot Provincial into Federal and Impenal mat-
ters, what atarm need be fcit over the smashing of Con-
federation the repeai of the Quebec Act of 1774, and the
rescission of the Treaty of Panis? These are Lrgo sub
jects that may be discussed by Internationa) Conferences,
by the British Parhament and doubtless aiso by Provin.
cial newspapers, just as one might speculate on the assis.
tance the French Republic wouuld give in such a crinis
The Catholics have found many foes within the last cent-
vry and a half 1n Canada in their secured rights, but none.
of them, nor all of them have been strong enough to turn
them out of possesston. 1t 18 a shame to think they would
have to refer to toreign guarantces of thewr hberties.

The babble that one heais about Gallicanism and Ultra
montamism, about a State Church and an establishment
should apparently be inconmstent with an erudition fami.
fiar with Eucychical letters and the literature of Church
Councils. There 15 no danger from all this, except the
daoger that comes from ignorance or wilful deception. A
State Church or an estabhixhineat there never was 1n Can
ada and there never will be  Gallicanism, whatever there
was of if 10 Old France or 1n New France, 13 dead beyond
any vivifying process, and it would be a misfortune to 1m-
port into this Province an umatehigibie something solely
fot tho reason that 1t appeared todo mischief in the Sister
Province.

The cry of the church 10 danger 1s a famihar one to
those versed 1 the history of the Anglican Church Estab-
lishment. Itisa verydpropex cry 1n aay countty where
the church 13 made and unmade be the State, In most
countnies the State estathshes the Post Offices, Railroads
and tht Telegraphs—England hay done better— 1t estab-
lished a church ~ Just in proportion as the people wanted
itttle or much religion or desited to be radical or Conser-
vative therein, the friends of the establishment took alarm,
and put up the red hghts. That was natural and proper,
where the country came hirst and the church afterwards.
The Catholic Church, however, does not hold itself within
any such petty hmits. It looks as unmoved at the De
crees of the State on questions of religion as at the muta.
tion of States 1 15 Ch
wnth the terntory of the Canars and held its own,—1: i3
not likely to be awed into national or municipal "uasts by
the groatest tomporality of to day  Much ofthe eminence
that Canada enjoys in the present and in the past, 1sdue
to the church.—There have been vanous struggles here.
tofore for her l-beuf-—n would be ndiculous to magmi
nto a danger, the hinle attack made on her today X
Militant Church should no more fear danger than 2 soldier
should fear the smell of powder. The smoke 1n Canada
15 not worthy of being traced to powder. The Pope has
been weediog hus garden, and the weeds have fallen n
with inflammable matcnal on the other side of the fence.
1t s not smoke—it is an exhalation.
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