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It must bo recollected that the problom
those buildors had to solve was n fur more
diflicult one than presents itself to tho con.
sideralion of the Naval Architeets of tho
presont day innsmuch as the vessel lad to
bo built to sail and fight, whereas now.a-
days sho has only to uso steam power to do
ns sho pleases (thoorotically ne loast) with
tho element in whichlie: lifois to bo passed.

Under tho old system wo lLad manage-
ablo ships, they did not capsizo in & gale,
o ashoro in a dead calm, or roll sa foarfully
in a son-way as to prevent tho possibilily of
movement on board.

Tho vessels of tliis class will wo fear be
usoless in & heavy sea and their efliciency in
action doubltful.

The T%underer, an ironclad ocoan cruser
of the same type as the Devaslalion, was
successfully launched at Pembroke Dock
yard last Monday. Although sho was com
menced in 1869, the suspicions as to the
utility of this class of vessel and of her sta
bility gained such strength that it was deter
mined to delay tho construction of the
Thunderer until the Devastalion had bLeen
comploted and her properties fairly tested.
Tho success of the lagt mentioned vessel
was such, however, as, in the opinion of the
authorities, fully justified them in proceed-
ing with thoe sister ship, During ner con.
struclion, committees have sat upon her
design and compelled altorations to be
mado, while from the day #ho was first laid
upon the ste~ks her pecnliarities have given
rise to many dobates in tho House of Com
mons. She is still a monitor in every res-
peet, constructed upon the prinviple of the
Glation und the American monitors, with

“certain differences, which give her a special
character. Thus, instead of havingas low
a freebourd as possible, a heighth of four
feet six inches has been allotted to the hull
nbovo the waterline ; and instea? of being
consiructed upou as small ascaleas possible
she has been built on a scale sufficient to
cnable her to carry the unprecedented ar-
mament of four 35ton guns, admirably
mounted upon Captain Scott’s gun-carriage
with thoe capacity of storing during a voyage
tho extraordinary supply of 1750 tons of
coal. VWith such capabilities as these she
has a burthen of 4500 tons, s length of £35
foot, and anextreme hreath of 624 feet ; and
Iarge as theso proportions are, one of the
fow dofacts the Committee of Ships’ Designs
tind 1 her is that sheis not large enough.

Carrymg as shodoes an overwhelming ar
nanent, protected as she is by iron plating
of from 12 to 14in. thick, and stable as she
is reported to bo upon competent authority,
the Thunderer fully justifies Sie Spencer
Robinson's remark upon ships of this_ class.
that *in proof of tho construcivi’s depart-
menthavingexorcised unusual foréthought,it
is only necessary to say that our most re-
cont and wmost powerful jronclads carry
not only moro powerful artillery, but 9 mch
armour whero our rivals carry 7 or Sin., and
that no naval Power has ships approaching
the combination of armour plating heavy
guns, speed, and sea-going qualities possess-
ed by ihe Devastation type.” The Committeo
of Ships’ Designs, too, in considering the
qualities of this class of vessels, give it their
strong approval, but they considered that
such ships should be larger, and plated with
heavler armour ; and at tho same time ro-
commended the addition of the superstrye-
ture which the Admirlity thought fit to
adopt, In fact, their most forcible objec

tion applies to the height of the how, which

is only 9ft. out of tho water, and thoy recom.
mend, if actual trinl proves this height to
be insuflicient, that the foreeastlo should be
raised to thoe necessary lovel,

Withall her weights on board, the Z%un.,
derar is oxpected {o draw about 23 ft. to
26 ft., and her freeboard will then be 4 ft. 6
in. Sheis propelled by engines of 800 nom
inal horse-power, but guaranteod to work
up to 5000 horse power. Assheis to roly
upon stean alone, and i3 totally unprovided
with masts or sails, sho is provided with two
distinct sets of ongines, connected with
twin scrows, and capablo of acting indepen
dently of each other. The ohject of this ar-
rangoment is that if ono of the onginesis
disabled, tho ship will not be left without
any means of motion bLeyond tho cupries of
tho waves., DPerhaps one of tha most re
markabloe features of this wonderful vessel is
its capacity for stowing nway coal. It can
carry more than twico the quantity 6t the
largest ot our ironclads, being able to j.ro-
vide itsell with nsuflicient consumption for
twelve days, or us much as 1750 tons.

‘T'he ceremony of christening was grace
fully performed by Mrs, Meyrick, of Bush
House. Uwing to the prow projecting from
the stem, o special contrivance was fitted
for bresking tho tottle. The cords sus
pending the weights over the dog shores
wero cut by Mrs. MMeyrick with a chisel and
mallot, ‘Tho chisel and mallet, as woll as
the tray which contained them, are master-
picces of fine workmanship, and reflect
credit on the art workmen of tha cstab.
lishment. Insido this tray was a fino pic.
ture of the ship, with the following leading
particulars respecting her : —* Her Mnjesty's
shin Thunderes, twin screw armour-plated
turret-ship, named and launched at Pem.

cither siiore.  During the summer, it gives
tho marine hunter as good a chanco to mako
monay from it. sea harvest, ns ho could cb.
tain from any fishing or hunting grounds on
oithor tho north or tho south consts, It
occurs to us that Anticosli ns n placo of
sottlomont for sen-faring pooplo ~has boon
rejectod by tho hardy Acadians who resido
in moro desolato localitios—and for what
renson 2—-not that thoro is any lack of ma.
terial on tho fishing-grounds in tho vicinity
of tho island in summor, nor hasit lost its
local reputation as a hunting-ground during
winter—but Lecause theso {’)ooplo havo not
had sufiicient knowledgo of tho climato and
the natural advantages of tho island, Tho
geographical position of feath Point, Anti.
costi, i3 just 100 miles north of tho Magda.
len group, which, as soa islands, aro noted
for their agricultural products. Tho Island
of Anticosti i8 howover, not to bo supposed
10 equnl any of tho latter group in vegeta

tion; on account of isolation its climate is
variable, und appoars to belong to itself.
But wo question, whether, after studiod ob.
servation for one year on any portion of tho
South Coast, that its climato will bo found
to duffer groatly from any locality situate on
on erther shoro of the St Lawronce, botwoen
that and Quebeo. Mr. Julian, at ono timo
koeper of tho lighthouse at Heath Point
who lived on Anticosti long enough to bring
up a largo family—informed tho writer that
from the first spring of bis residenco at thut
point, he annually workedat and oxtonded
o garden in tho vicinity of tho lighthouse,
from which o obfained sufficiont potatoes,
cabbages and other vegotables of a hardy
natue for kitchen uso to supply his family
until the roturn of the crop of the following
yoar. Inalino 138 miles north.west from
the spot whorean artificial garden was mado

broke Yard, the 25th of March, 1872, by
Mrs, Moyrick. Armament, four 35-ton guns;

engines, 5,600 horse-power, indicative ,l
length between perpendiculars, 285 ft,;
breadth, oxtreme, 62 ft. 3 in.; depthin
hold, 18 ft.; burden in tons, 4407.”

It any o interesting to know the view
taken of this vessel by Mr, Ericssen, the,
famous desigaor of monitors. In a letter
wiich he wrote from New York, in Feb.
raary, 1870, criticising the proposal of Mr.
Robeson, the Socretary of tho United States
Navy, as interpreted by the English pross,
he maintains that “while the security of '
tho maratimo cities and dockyards of the
United States against foreign aggressioa has

of late years been deemed assured, the
moans thus relied upon bave suddenly lost
their potenoy.” For, hio adds, ¢ Mr. Reed is
now building Monitors, carrying tho full
thickness of solid armour possible, by
adopting the turret and abandoning freo-
board and sails. The Devtittation and Thun-
derer,” he continues, ‘“may steam up tuo!
Hudson in spite of our batteries aud our
monitors, and dictate terms off C.stle
Garden.” The Times observe, * Ilus s

strong langunge for an Awmerican, * appar
ently unaware that Mr. Ericssen is u Saede.

ANTICOSTI.

From tho position of thi« island, siluxte
in tho Gulf of the St. Lawrence, and tho
South-west point of which i3 about fifty
miles from Grspo Basin, and twenty five
miles from Mingan on tho north, it is aston:
ishing, considering tha short distances from
both mainlands, .that 1t should remain
n deolato waste. It extends 13y miles, and
it contaius 4,200 squaro miles of earth, rock

and lake, the former, in many places, being
ojual for vegetable products, to land op

at [Teath Point, lies anothor neatly fonced in
sandy palch, belonging to tho Hudson Bay
Co. at Mingan, where potatoes and other
vegolables are ann'tlly produced. During
the wriler's visit to Mingan, this gardon was
productive Lo an astonishing degree, a result
no doubt, brought about by proper manuc-
ing and the determination of Mr. Poter Mc.
Kenzie, txen in chargo, to carry out the es.
tablished rules of cultivation. "We beligve
this is tho most northern locality whers
anything horticultural hae been attompted.

La Libertc of Paris announces that tho
committee of artillery hasdeclarcd at length
as tho condemnation of the French field artil
lery. It has reported to the Minister of War
that this condemnation, already pronounced
by tho opinion of the Army, has been rati-
fied by experience ; that the Fronch artillery
isno longer on a level with the progress
mado by othor nations and that all tho of-
forts which can be made forits improvement
would atturd only insuflicient and for that
reason dangerous palliatives ; and that it is
necossary to adopt a system of artillery en-
tirely new; tho gunsto be brecch-loaders.
As to the material to bo used it will un.
doubtediy bo steel, sinco we learn from the
American_report on the Paris Exposition
that evenin 1867, tho opinion of French off.
cers had settled upon this material, though
no examples of it wero presented in the Ex.
position. The roport of the committeo iwas
a necessary consequence of the late war, in
which the lesson “of the incfficiency of its
artilley sorvice was not the least nciable
of the many Franco received—dArmy and
Navy Journal. -

A quiot man rang a door bell one night.
¢Isthe gentleman in?’ hoasked of the ger-
vant. ‘Idon’t know, Did you wish to sce
him particularly? UL, no! I meroly want.
ed to tell him his house .3 on fire,’



