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THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT

NIGHTFALL.

Lie still, O heant!
Crus!: out thy vainness and unreached
g ares,
Mk how the sunset fives,
Which kindled all the west with red and
gold,
Are slumbering ‘neath the amethystine plow
Of the 1eceding day, whose tale 2 told,
Stay, stay thy questommngs ; what would’st
thou know,
O anxious heart ?

Soft is the air ;
And aot a leaflet rustles to the ground
To break the calm around.
Cruep, little wakeful heart, mnto thy nest ;
‘The world is full of lowers even yei,
Close fast thy dewy cyes, and b at rest,
Pour out thy plaimts at day, if thou must
fret ;
Day is for care.

Now, turn 10 God,
Night is too beautiful for us to cling
To selish sorrowing,
Q mewory ! the grass is ever green
Above thy grave; but we have brighter
things
Than thou hast ever claimed or known, !
ween.
Pay is for tears.
wings
To leave the sod.

At mght, the soul hath

The thought of night,
That comes to us Jike breath of primrose
time,
That comes like the sweet rhyme
Of a pure thought eapressed, lnlls all our
fears,
And stirs the angel that is in us—night,
Which is a sermon to the soul that hears.
Hush ! for the heavens with siarlets are
alight,
Thank God for night !
—Chambers Journal.

“HONQURABLE WOMEN
WERE GREEKS.”

From this text Dr. Bennett preached a
sermon in aid of St. John's Ladies’ Col-
lege, 2n institution yet to be built.

The preacher remarked that the term
‘“honourable ” when applicd 10 Greek
woruon, suggected ito opposite, not hon.
ourable, as we estimate the meaning of
the word, and brought before us a semi-
barbarous conduion of Greek suciety.
After descnbing the difference which ex-
isted between the wives, the mothers of
the legal heirs, and the Hetaire or com-
pamions, “who werec in many cases
amongthe most cultured and learned of
the dav,” who “by their charms drew
men of culture and education from their
homes into their free and easy society, "
so that cven Socrates held intercourse
with them, " the preacher said : “This
was a bad condition of society, what was
wanted was that the legal wife should
haveall the culture and charmswhich were
denied her in Grecian life.  This mised
the quesuon, * What was that education
which was proper (for women) in our
better cwvilization? There were some
underlying questions needing to be dis.
cussed, 2 ¢, the equalny of woman to
man.'  After gomnyg along some of the
old ruts to prove that woman is not man’s
equal in strengtis, stature, or logical
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selves 1o lecture for women are blind, or ; Christian thought no sacrifice was too
whether they go about with their eyes ' great to make, no labour teo hard to do,

shut. We would ask Drn Bennett, ¢ Jor
gemus omne, what is to betome of all the

!

tor God.  But there comes an hour of
temptation.  The choice must be made

women who have by their own labour to | between pleasure and duty. He hesitates,

keep themselves—as single women ; to ! he yields.

He has opened the door of

keep their husbands—as unfortunate ! his soul to one sin, opened it knowingly

wives , and v keep their familics—as
widows ?

And if & woman have no gpecial tecl
nical training in some mode of bread win-
ning, just as her brother has, how is she
to get that bread? Is it not because
women have anly been allowed esactly
that kind of cducation that Dr. Beanent
approves of, enough to have and to hoid
the affection of hor husband, that the
world is full at the present moment of
white slaves toiling and dying at the
needle, woman's only resource, unless
her early life have forced her into sonw
technical traming for the purpose of get-
ting a living?

Ind not President Garfield’s mother
plough and sow? And who does not
honour her? Do not good women work,
if not in, about, mines, whether coal, tn,
salt, tron, or other.  And are they 1o be
scorned?  Are there no women whose
crowns shali be set with thestars of many
turned to righteousness through their pul-
pit ministrations 7 And is not world his-
tory ful} of records of women as surgeons
and physicians, though they had no col-
lege diploma, as bave the noble women
practitioners of tu-day, 1o entitle them
to the honour of their calling? Talk
about logic, too ! In one sentence Dr
Bennett says, “ In pure reason she might
be incapable of holding argument with
man ; even in works of imagnucion might
be incapable of soaring to such heights
as man,” and a litde further on, as 0 ar-
gument in favour of a higher edu. .tion
for woman, he proceeds o tell us that,
*In the new civilization she must be fit-
ted to take part in conversation an equal
terms, and not be at the mercy of mas-
duline courtesy.  Serious argument was
ifnpossible with ignorant person,
\i'bat. we would ask, ts the use of trying
to teach logic to a person incapable of
t? To be sure, wecan easily see the
ndvantage of trying an argument with a
pesson who is incapable of answering
you,~you are sure to win,—which isa
comfort, We are sorry we can only agree
with Dr. Bennett on one point, which is
that it is right St. John should have a
Ladies’ College.
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SOME CAUSES OF SPIRITUAL
DEATH.

One cause of spiritual death s sclf-
satisfaction. A traveller, lost on the
prairie, with the snow falling fast and thick,
with his blood coursing slowly, feels that
senscof easewhich the opium-eater knows.
He lies down in the soft white drifts.
They make an easy bed. His friends
find hum, and ury to arouse him. He
would rather be left undisturbed. His
self-satisfaction works his death.  George
IT1. was satisfied with his government of
the American colonies; he, therefore,

mental constitution, and expressing his ; refused to remedy his abuses, and his

dishike 10 the 1dea of woman as ** @ sur- | sausfaction cost him these colonies. The | fashion.

i

and voluntarily,  Alas, too ofteu that one
sin grows as the dragon’s teeth, cach of
which springs upinto a hundred, till they
succeed in destroying life ! Many &
man has felt he could surrender his entire
property to God ; but when the tempia-
tion arose of making a hundred dollars
by a trick of the trade, he has chosen
1o be dishonest. Many a druggist has
allowed profit of selling liquor to keep
him out of the kingdom of God. Many
a Chrnstian, when he was obliged to
choose between a winter given to dances
and masquerades, and theatres, and a
winter given to the prayer-mecting, to
the Church, and to noble work for man
and God, has preferred the ball and the
theatre ; and in that preference has found
the cause of spiritual decline and death.

But the sin may not be one of com-
mission. It may consistin the preference
of doing nothing to advance God's cause.

Such sins of omission deaden the
spiritual Jife.  But in general, the sin
cunsists in the choice of some other good
than the good which the Christian life af
fords. A freshman of Princeton Coliege
wrate home that he felt he could not
enter the higher Christian life tili he had
rushed the sophomores.  So, coustantly,
wen are saying, I want to make more
money in this questionable business ; 1
want that office ; I want 1o revenge my-
self on A and thus they are prevented
from growing into a Christian character.
The spiritual life is thus dwarfed,

Other causes of spiritual death might be
named, but vuneare either more frequent
or more dangerous than satisfaction with
one’s Chiristian growth and the indulgence
of some sin.

—— o e et v g,
SURE QOF VICTORY.
_““ In nothing terrified by your adversa-
ries,” says Paul. He uses a very vivid, and
some people might think, 2 very vulgar
metaphor here. The word rendered tes-
rified properly refers to a horse shying ot
plunging at some object. It is gencrally
things half seen and mistaken for some-
thing ruore drcadful than thomselves that
makes horses shy, and it is usually a half:
look at adversarivs, and a misiaken esti-
mate of their strength, that makes Chris-
tians afraid. Go up to your fears and
speak to them. and, as gho-ts are said to
do, they will generally fade away.,  So we
may go into the battle, as the rash min-
ister did into the Franco-German war,
“with a light heart,” and that for good
reasons, We have ro reason to fear for
ourselves.  We have no reason to fear for
the ark of God. We have no reason to
fear for the growth of Churistianity in the
world. Many good men in this time seem
to be getting half ashamed ¢f the gospel,
and sume preachens are preaching it in
words which seem an apology rather than
a creed. Do not let us allow the enemy
to overpower our imaginations in that
Do nat let us fight as if we ex

geon, brandishing a knife and tourmguet " yman who is satisfied with his moral | pected to be beaten, always casting our

as a physician, going about 1n semir-mascu- | character makes no attempt 10 improve jeyes over our shoullers, even while all ’

line atire,” asa lawyer, * brawling wath . The man satsfied with the impurity jare advancing, 10 make sure of our re-
{augers,” or even 1n the pulpit expound- 4 of his thoughts makes no attempt to purify , treat, but let us trust our gospel, and trust
ing the doctrines of graceand salvation, (them. The man satisfied with his oc- | our King, and let us take to heart the old
Dr. Bennet told s hearers that though ¢ casional lapse into sin, makes no attempt ; admonition, * Lift up thy voice with
woman was not * wanmted Je plongh or o j 10 live a life of constant godliness. Upon jstrength, lift it up, and be not afraid.”

dig an the sne, yet these were, o doubt,

which she might well do. ™ These she

‘ ubt, jall who are satsfied with their standing
many hgitter and more graceful things { before God, the chill of spiritual death , Such courageis based upon
{ has begun to rest.

Such courage is a prophecy of victory.
a sure hope.

They can no more | “Our citizenship is in heaven, from

should be futed by education for.  Busy draw spiritual life from themselves, than ' whence also we took for the Lord Jesus as

the great buswiess for which she shonld 3¢ j one can feed lns body by sucking biood | Saviour.”
Jitted wwas Lo keep and hold the affections of | from his vems.

The littie outlying colony in

!

’sorcly buset outpost, and their eyes are
fixed on the pass in the hills where they
expect to see the waving banners and
the gleaming  spears. Soun like our
countrymen in Lucknow, they will hear
the music and the shouts that will tell he
is at hand. ‘Then when he comes he will
raise the siege and seatter all the enemies
as the chaff of the threshing-floor, and the
volonists who held the post will go to the
land wlich they have vever scen, but
| which is their home, and will, with the
victor, sweep in triumph  *“ through the
gates into the eity."—Rer. Dr. A Mace
laren.

A STREET CAR SCENE.

The amount of one's usefulness de-
pends mcre upon the spirit than upon
the wmeans. The first movement to a
noble charity comes often from the sym-
pathizing poor ealling the attention of the
thoughtless rich t» some immediate
suffering.

No one noticed a humble market-
woman seated in one of the crowded
Phuladelphia horse-cars as it made its
way on a certain morning towards the
centre of the city.  She was middle-aged,
and very plain of face and plain of dress
~but her soul was beautiful, for she
was one of the children of God, and cver
quick to do a Christian deed. By her
side sat a poor, worn-looking mother try-
ing to hold two little children on her lap.
She was evidently in trouble, for her
face was very sad, and tears rolled fre-
quently down her cheeks., When the
market-woman saw this she kindly took
one of her children upon her own lap,
and began talking with her and the child,
and trying tu impurt some comfort,  This
act of sympathy soon woun the mother’s
grateful cunfidence, and she told her
story.  Her husband, 2 working mason,
was employed at one of the great sum-
mer hotels in Adantic City, New Jer-
sey, and she had just received news
tha he had fallen and had broken his leg.
‘Borouirsend bur no money, and she
had determined tw go to him from Phila
delphia on fout—a journey of more than
fifty miles.

“ Bless you, poor soul,” said the ten-
der-hearted market-woman, * you're but
a weak littie body, and you’d never live
to get there so, with the two lude ones.”
Then reflecting for a moment (for she
had but ten cents in her own pocket,)
she spoke cut to the passengers, * Ladies
and gentlemen, will you histen to this
woman’s stosy ?” and she repeated it
exactly as she had heard it. Immediately
one of the gentlemen passed a hat up
and down the car, and 1 sum of money
was collecied sufficient to pay the poor
woman's passage to her husband on the
railroad, and her expenses m Atlantic
City for a month.

The spitit of the humble market-
i woman, and her gennine kindness, so
pleased a wealthy and benevolent lady
who happened to be in the car, that
she made her acquaintance-and the result
was an arrangement by which hundreds
of needy ones besides the poor mason’s
wife received encouragement and help.
Ann B— --, the market woman, became
the wealthy lady’s agent to distribute her
charities among the worthy poor, and
for years in the homes of want and
j SOTTOw in the great city no name has
been more warmly blessed than hers.
Everywhere the homely aims-bringer
carried some treasure of cheerful
counse! and werds of Christian peace.
Her business as a huckster brought her
in contact with the roughest characters

Fherefore, satished with | the far-off edge of the emprre is ringed | when she made her night purchases at

fer fusband in @ well ordered house.” { thew relation to God, they donot siriveto  about by wide-stretching hosts of bar ! the wharves, but her pure and simple

(The nalics are our own.)  Of course we § gan hife from Hum who isthe source of the | barians.

Far as the eye can reach their

know what Dr. Bennett means, though | hife spiritual as Heis of the lide physical, y myriads cover the land, and the watchers
the mode of expression as reported, gram- | Their selfsausfaction works the ruin of, frum the ramparts might well be dis
matically considered, s rather hazy, but | their souls.  But more frequently than
what nonsense it all 1. . We  wonder { by self-satisfaction is the spiritual life
whether some men who take upon them- | killed by the indulgence of somesin. The

s
!

mayed if they had only their own resour
ces to depend on. But they know that the
Emgperor in his progress will come to this

 £oodness every one knew and respected
She made her station glorious. « |
don't know anything about de big
churches,” said anegro stevedore, “but
I knowe dnn B~ an’ 1 belicve in her
God.”



