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place m a ume of adversity, or face to face with
probiems  thae 1ar  ovutweigh  guestivlls ol yearty
eV enue, Ul Wi, mdeed, ey ave noocunnection
witl wopuneice at ag, may  view tils subject 1 a
whotly ditterent hagnt, Meantune, the commercial
aspect ot tie wase appears tu be largely influencng
public opimon m the colony, and we cannot.blame the
islanders tur takhing a restricted view of federation,
when Canadian puvlic men with wider  expertence
have tahen such a narrow view of this country’s rela-
uuns with Newfoundland in the past.

Many Newfoundlanders realize that the industrial
birth of the colony dates from the advent about six
years ago of a firm of Canadians, the Reid Bros., of
Montreal, who bult the colony's ralway and gave a
chance for its nuaes and factories. Frevious to that
tume, the one great mdustry was the fisheries.  What
one Canadian firm has so well started can be expanded
by other Canadian firms, and our capitalists who have
hitherto been putting money into eaterprises in South
America, Luba, Mexico, and the West Indies, might
well turn their attention to this island where invest-
ments would be safe from polhitical disturvances, and
where the people are of our cwn race and of an in-
dustrious hardy character.

Meantime has the Canadian Government no offer
of preference or of reciprocity to make towards New-
foundland, while the question of the colony’s fishery
negotiations with the United States are still un-
settled?

Sir Robert Bond, the Premier, while opposed to
cunfederation with Canada, pointed out in an irter-
view in Lundon the other day that the United States
while getting special privileges in Newfoundland in
the fisheries regulations, {s taxing, almost to a pro-
hibitive degree, Newfoundland praducts that go to
the United States, and said that Newfoundland c:ould
not let this question stand open forever. He hinted
at a preferential tariff with Canada. Such a tariff
would ultimately be of gréat advantage to both coun-
trics, and the Canadian Gavernment should send a
commission of four or five broad-gauge men to St.
Johu's, to negotiate a commercial treaty or preferential
tariff in such a spirit as will make amends for the
follics of the past.
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THE FLAX INDUSTRY IN CANADA.

Tn another part of this 1ssue will be found the
third of a scries of papers on flax manufacturing in
Canada, In these papers the writer counsiders it
necessary to recall the experiences and failures n
linen manufacturing here at the time of the Civil
War. These failures and the causes that led to them
are forgotten by the present generation. That Can-
ada contains several hundred milhons of acres upon
which 1t 1s pussible to grow flax of good quality, and
that we now mport linen manufactures to the valune
of over $2,000,000 a year, are two big facts that are
hghly allunng to a man who looks at the surface
without gomg mto the details of a manufacturing
process,  As a subject upon which to build a pros-
pectus 1t 1s more caticing than Colonel Scllers’ eye-
water as pictured an Mark Twam’s “Gilded Age.” It
renunds us of the enterprise that was started about

>

forty years ago in Manitoba for making buffalo hair
into Jduth.  In those days of roaring sport  the
prairies were dotted with tho carcasses of slaughtered
Luffaly, and vue ol the Red River scttlers, who doubt
less knew sumctlung of woulin mannfacturing before
M, Fielding had discovearad the preferential metlod
of building up a Canadian woulen trade, conceiied
the idea ot starting a buffaloe wool factury,  1le pro-
pustd to engage Indians tu scour the plains, gath
cring the woul which romained  after the flesh and
hides of the deceasad ison had  decayed, and  that
this wool should be brought into Fort Garry and
woven into cloth. 1t was proved that the wool would
make a warm and supstantial fabric, and the scheme
seemed so teasible that a company was  fortitwith
organized, and machinery spinners, weavers and dyers
were imported, ahd the factory started with joyful
anticipations.  llut the proceeds of the first “clip” ot
wool—it one can apply the term to picking the tufts
around the bleached bones of the buttalo—were spent
by the Indians in potent draughts of fire water, and
no further wool-gathering would they do till they
were driven by necessity — Mceantime, the factory had
to close down till fresh supplies could be had, and
when the supplies within a day’s journey or so of the
factory were exhausted, the Indians refused alto-
gether to collect more wool.  \s the occupation did
not pay the white men, the factory closed down
finally amid the drunken revels of the mill hands, and
so ended the buffalo woolen factory of Red River.
So it was with the pioneer linen mills of On-
tario. They had not realized that the existence of
their industry depended on regular aind  sufficient
supplics of a raw material which was beyond their
own control.  They could no more compel the farmer
to, grow Hax and 1urnish it in the shape they required
than the promoters of the buffalo wool factory could
compel -the Indians to gather their raw material as

needed. .o

It would be a pity 1f the present linen enter-
prises were started without a full appreciation of the
fact that no native Canadian tlax mdustry can be
established without complete cu-uperation  between
the growers and the manufacturers from the start.
As pointed out in the article, the conditions are
similar to the beet root sugar industry, in which two
serious failures have already been recorded in On-
tario thirough failure to sccure sufficient supplies from
the farmer. The promoters of these new ventures
should understand that for the manufacture of linen
fabrics the fibre from flax that is grown primarily for
sced, as at present raised in Canada, is practically
uscless except for coarse stuff, and that if it.is to be
grown primarily for fibre, with the sced as a by-
product, it will bhave to be grown at first under
mstructions from those skilled in the business in
Ircland or Europe. It can certainly be done if the
growers have the paticnee and  perseverance.  This
can best be accomplished by Government co-opera
tion and systematic oxperiments, which will neces-
sarily extend over several seasons before any large
arca can be successiully dovotad to flax raising. for
fibre purpuses. It s o striking fact that the world’s
arca under flax culture Btas been steadily declining
fuor years in spate of the indircet Jforts of the linen
trade to increase it. Russia has bocome the world's
chief svurce of supply in flax as the United States



