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was hardly moro than a shadow on the
gray. Tho willows wore vivid light
green, and the crangs groves dark and
glossy like laurel. The billowy hillson
vither sido the valley were covered with
verdure and bloom- myriads of low
blossoming plants, 6o closs to the carth
that their tints lapped and overlapped
on each other, and on the green of the
grass, as feathers in fine plumage
overlap cach other and blend into a
changeful colour,

The countless curves, hollows, and
crests of the coast-hills in Southorn
California hoighten theso chamelcon
elfects of the spring verdura; thoy are
liko nothing in naturo except the glitter
of a brilliant lizard in the sun or the
iridescent sheen of a peacock’s neck.

Father Salvierderra paused many
times to gaze at the boautiful picture.
Jlowers were always dear to the Fran.
ciscans. Saint Francis himself per-
mitted all decorations which could be
made of flowers, He classed them with
his brothers aud siaters, the sun, moon,
sod stars—all members of the sacred
choir praising God.

It was malancholy to see how, after
cach one of these pauses, each fresh
drinking in of tho besuty of tho land-
scape aud the balmy air, the old mun
resumed his slow pace, with a long sigh
and his eyes cast down. The fairer
this beautiful land, the sadder to know
it lost to the Chureb—slien hands
reaping i‘s fulness, establishing new
customs, now lawe, All the way down
tho const from Santa Barbara he had
seen, at every stopping place, nrew
tokens of the settling up of the conntry
—farms opening, towns growing ; the
Amncricans pouring in, at all points, to
reap the advantages of their new pos-
sessions. It was this which had made
his journey hcavy-hearted, and made
bim feol, in approaching the Senora
Moreno’s, as if he were coming to one
of the last sure strongholds of the
atholic faith left in the country.

\Whon he was withia two miles of
the house he struck off from the high-
way iato a narrow path that be recol-
Jected led by a short cut through the
hills, and saved nearly a third of
the distance. It wasmore than a year
since he had trod this patb, and as he
found it growiog fainter sud fainter,
aod moro and more overgrown with the
wild mustard, he said to himse'f, *I
think noone can have passed through
Sere this year.”

* As he proceeded ho found the must.
ard thicker and thicker. The wild
mustard in Southera California.is like
that spoken of in the New Testament,
in the branches of which the birds of
the air may rest. Coming up out of
the earth, go slender a stem that dozens
can find startiog-point in an inch, it
darts up, a slendor straight shoot, five,
ten, twouty feet, with hundreds of fiue
feathery branches locking snd ianter
locking with all the other hundreds
around it, till it is an iaextricable net-
work like lace. Then it bursts into
yeollow bloom, still finer, more feathery
and lacelike. The stems are so in-
finitesimally small, and of so dark a
grecn, that at a short distanco thay do
not show, and the cloud of blo:som
seems floating in the air; at times it
laoka like golden dust. With a clear
hlue sky behind it, as it is often scon,
it looks like a golden suow storm. The
plant is a tyrant and a nuiranco-~the
terror of the farmer; it takes a rintrus
posscssion of & wholo dield in a season ;
once in, never ont; for one plant this
year, a million the next; but it is iw-
possille to wish that the land were
freed from it.  Its gold isas distinct &
valuo to tha cye as tho nugget gold is
in tho pocket.

Father Salvierderra found himself in
a veritable thicket of theso delieato
branches, high above his bead, and so
interlaced that ho could makeheadway
only by slowly and pationtly disontan
gling them, as ons would disentavglo a
skein of silk. It was a fantastic sortof

bis journey's end, he would have en-
Jjoyed threading his way through the
golden meshes. Suldenly he heard
fuint notes of singing. Ho paused—
listoned. It was the voico of & womnan.
It was slowly drawing nearer, appar
ently from the direction in which he
was going. At intervals it ccased
abruptly, then began again ; asif by a
sudden but brief interruption, like that
wads by question and anawer. Then,
peering ahead through the mustard
blossoms, he saw them waving and
bending, and heard sounds as if they
wero being broken. Ividently some
ono ontering on the path from the
opposite end had been cavght in the
fragrant thicket as he was., The notes
grow clearer, though still low aud
sweet as tho twilight notes of the
thrush ; the mustard branches waved
more and wmore violently ; light steps
wore now to ho heard. Father Sai.
vierd: rea stood still as one in a dream,
bis oyes straining ferward into the
golden mist of blossoms. In a moment
more came, distinct and clear to his
ear, the beautiful words of the second
stavza of Saint Francig's inimitable
lyrie, ** The Canticlo of the Sun "

 Praise be to thee, O Lorc, for all thy
creatures, snd especially for our brother the
Sun—who illuminates the day, and by his
beauty and splendour shadows forth unio us
thine.”

“ Ramona !” exclaimed the Father,
his thin cheeks flushing with pleasure.
“ The blessed chitd !” And a8 he spoke
her faco cameinto sight, set ia a sway-
iog frame of the blossoms, as she parted
them lightly to right and left with her
bands, a.d half crept, half danced
through the loophole openings thus
made. I'atber Salvierderra wss past
eizghty, but his blood was not too old
to move quicker at the sight of this
picture. A mao wmust be dead not to.
thrill at it. Ramona’s beauty was of
tbe sort to be best enbanced by the
waving gold which no~ framed her
face. She had just enough of olive
tint in her complexion to underlie and
enrich her skin without making it
swarthy. Her hair was liko her Indian
mother's, heavy and black, but her eyes
were like her father's, steel-blue. Qaly
those who came very near to Rawmona
knew, however, that her eyes were
blue, for the heavy black eyebrows and
long black lashes s0 shaded and sha
dowed them that they looked black as
night. At thesame instant that Father
Satvierderra first caught sight of her
face Ramona also saw him, and cryiog
out joyfully, ** Ab, Father, I knew you
would come by this patb, and some.
thing told mo yo. were near!” ghe
sprang forward, and sunk on her knees
before him, bowing her Lead for his
blessing. In siles.ce: he laid his hands
on her brow. It would not have been
casy for him to speak to her at that
tirst mowent. Sbe had looked to the
devout old wonk, as she sprang through
the cloud of golden flowers, the sun
falling on hey bared head, ber cheeks
flusbed, her oyes shining, more like an
apparition of an angel or ssint than
liko the flesh-and blocd msiden whom
he bud carried in his arws whan ¢hs
was & habe.

“IWe have beon waiting, waiting
oh, 80 long for you, Father 1" sho said,
rising. ** Wo began to fear that you
might boill. Theshearers bavebeen sent
for, and will be here to-night, and that
was the reason I felt so sure you would
come. I knew the Virgin would bring
you in time for mass in the chapel on
the first moraning.”

Tho monk smiledhalf sadly. * Would
thero wero more of such faith as yours,
daughter,” he said. * Arcall well on
the placot”

“Yes, Father, all well,” sho an-
swered.  * Folipe bas been ill with a
fover ; but he is out now, theso ten
days, aund frotting ior— for your
coming.”

Ramona had like to bave said the
literal truth—* fretting for tho sheep-

shearing™—but zecollected horself in

dilemzma, aud not uoploasing. Except | time.

that tho Fatlier was in haste to roach

** And the Scnora ” said the Father.

“ Sho is well,” answered Ramona
gently, but with a slight change of
tone- 8o slight as to be almost imper-
ceptible ; but an acute observer would
bave always detected it in the girl's
tone whenover sho spoke of the Senora
Moreno. ** And you—are you well
yourself, Fathor1” she said aflection-
ately, noting with her quick loving oyo
how feebly the old man walked, and
that he carried what she had never
beforo scen in his band—a stout stat
to steady his ateps. * You must be
very tired with the long journey on
foot.” (T0 BE CONTINDED )
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world is Doctor
Pierce’s  Golden
—_— Medical Discov-

ery. It promotes all the bodily
functions, rouses cvery organ into
healthful action, purifies and en-
riches the blood, and through it
oleanses, repairs, and invigorates
the entire system.

For the most stubborn Scrofulous,
Skin or Scalp Discases, Dyspepsia,
Biliousness, and kindred ailments,
the ¢ Discovery ” is the only rem-
edy that’s guaranteed. If it doesn’t
Lenetit or cure, you have your
money back.

Isu’t it safe to say that no other
blood - purifier c¢an be “just as
good??

If it were, wouldn’t it be sold so?

Can you think of anything
more convincing than the
promise that is made by the
proprictors of Dr. Sage’s Ca-
tarrh "Remedy? It 1s this:
“If we can't cure your Ca-
tarrh, we’ll pay you $3500.”
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