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Little Miss Ugly.

Thomas Dunn English in Harpe, »
Bazar.

- OrFfngion® were LY ho e
sxed by theitr set, simply because they
woked down on thelr set and every
ane else, holding themselves uw of the
noblesse.  And it must be owned that
they had « streak of the blue blend
The paternal great-grandfather, Per,y
u was an the
younger bwother of 4 noble houge, wha,
o escape the woea of younger bro-
tnerhood, when a young man of twenty,
brought himeelf and his emall portion
to the colony of Pennsylvanla. 1Ile
obtained 4 grant of a large tract of
1and in the westerp patt of the colony,
scttled thore as a bachelor, and 101~
tunately kept his sc:lp safe from the
Indians. This was a ahort time be-
fore the oolonles revolted He tnak
ihe popular side. held a majors com-
inisslon, and distingulshed himself at
8ti water and  elsewhere. Years
after the war was over, and rather late
in lfe he marrled a Miss Esten, a
voung Viiginia  gentleweman, who
vrought him additional pride, but very
Bttle wealth. Percy never forgot his
connection, but kept up correspondence
with hie kinsfolk on the other side of
the Atlantle. His son did the same.
But when the older bianch died out
a1 1 the title fell to the son, he never
<lalmed it.  His uncle, his father's
elder brother, had joined In cutting off
the entall, and being spendthrifts both,
when the last Lord Oiriugton dled the
tamily estate had gone. The Ameri
can heir was wcalthy for thie side of
the ocean, but he had not enough to
support & proper state as u nobleman,
and he never claimed his place in the
peerage.  Nelther did the grandson.

.aithough he added to his means by wed-
ding the weaithy Mise Sackville, and
he died a plain American citigen. A

Unet rending wna Hegible writing, she
Bud buen tuught o smatteing of the
olugies, academical French and school-
&irl music. This was her st summer
tour  Bhe looked up to the newomel
a8 & 1ather muture gentleman, thivty
Beeming old te eighteen, but us she
Reard him and her brother talk she was
amazed and rather deiighted at the
‘ast amount of Informatiun possessed
by the blg atranger. DBre.:un had
travelled all over Burope and Asia—he
was in Paleatine When the news of his
father’s sudden death reached him--and
he had been a keen observer. Quict as
he generally was and even reserved, ha
was quite entertaining when drawn out.
and little Margaret listened with wide-
open ears, remaining quietly in the
background with nothing to say. Im-
pulsive at times, she waa shy in gen-
eral and with a pleasant, easy way at
home was bashtul among strangers, it
they were her senfors She had not Ma-
rlan’s manner nor Mariaw's beauty,
though she was neither awkward nor
humely. 8he looked mors ko het
mother, who had been dark, while her
sister and brother were fair. She in-
herlted one thing trom her mother—a
balr of large dark hazel eyes that at
times Iit up her face with a strange
lustre.

Marlan put forth her whole fascin-
atlon, and Braxtun seemed to succumb
to It at once. They all walked back to
the hotel, where Orrington and Brax-
ton—it wag “ Jack, my bov,” and *El-
more, 0ld fellow,” with them—recalled
thelr old college serapes to quite a late
hour. When the party separated for
the night it seemed as though Elmora
Braxton had been long as intimate with
the rest of the family as he had heen
years before with Jack.

Tt was soun rumoured around who
Braxton waa, or rather what he was,

hote in it and had some words written
Ir lead pencil. The substnce of Thia
was thanks for kindness and a state-
ment that the money was not nesded
and go returned, the ruffians having
oul} got some looge change, but that
he retained the coln itaclf as & souvenir.
A rather polite tramp. wasn't he?"

Margaret had entered  unobserved
and heard the last part of the atory.
= He wasn't a tramp." she sald * He
had on a plain gray suit and a slouched
hat, it 18 true, and was pretty dusty,
but he was a gentleman.”

“Margaret always defends that
tramp,” sald Marian. *She wont so
far then as to say she'd marry him
when she grew up. What a ridiculous
chlld she was."

“Arve you of the same mind yet,
Misa Margaret?' iInquired Rraxton,
with & quizsical look.

" Heq never came back to ask me.
Mr Rraxten* replied Margaret, blush-
ing, and thore the matter dropped.

Braxton gatd very little dwring the
meal. The story or something else set
him to thinking. and he cast fur-
tive glances at  the young glrl
ag  though he was  juterested.
However.  when  they  all parted
ar the tain, while he shook hands
with Jack and Miss Orvington, he
merely bowed to Margaret.

1t was (we Weeks from that time
when Braxton dropped iy om the Or-
vingtons.  As Jack bad desived, he
brought hiy traps for a stay. but came
wlone, leaving hir hody servant behind.
He Dbecame domesticated at once,
though Juck, Philadelphla-lke, carried
him around to see the sights On some
of thess excurslons the young ladles
went also, Braxton was very polite
and attentive to Marian, and observers
supposed he ' had Intentione” This
did not prevent others, when he was
¢ to " our set,” from attempts

and he i

teh-mak

to Marlan in his good graces.

from fe ing fathers and
ing mothers, with modest amiles from
thrown in; but he clung to

for the g John Sackvill
Orrington, suddenly made the head of
the famlly by the death of both par-
—ents. he carad not a whit tor anything
but enjoyilng 1ifc in his accustomed
way. He had enough to maintain him
and his gisters in good style. and to
let them wander about during sumtnei
te Long Branch or Saratogn, or the
White Bulphur, or whe-e they wouid.
and he was quite content. He was
a good-looking bachelor of nine-and-
twenty, aml though not particularly
averse to matinnony, declared he would
remain eingle until after his sisteis
had been married.

1t was about time that Maria Or-
rington was married, if she meant to
be married at all. She was twenty-
five, and though & recogmeed beauty
.and belle, looked much older than she
was. Certsinly she had classic fea-
tures, 8 wealthy of light waving hair,
3 fine figure, fine manners, and a style
which attracted and secured admira-
tion; but late hours and feshionable
habits had combined to give her an
appearatice of age. She had suitors
enough, and had refused scveral offers
really because her lovers were not rich
Hhe had but a moderate portion of hir
own, and she did not Intend to Hnk
‘herself to any gentleman who brought
no more than love In a cottage A
very prudent young woman was Miss
Orrington, and the one she thought
eligidle came along at last.

They were at Niagara Falls at the
clese of the season, having come there
from Saratoga, intending to go from
thence to Philadelphla, where the Or-

Jack and his party, and Marian was
triumphant. 8he was stlil morc elated
when he promised to be thelr guest in
Philadelphia so soon as he had visited
a coal mine in Pennsylvania in which
he was heavily interested. Hr was to
part with them at Buffa.o, th: sthers
taking u different route.

‘1he morning of the day he left Buft-
alo Margaret was iate at the breaktast
table, where the party sat, and John
rather impatiently asked of Maran:
“What does keep little Mirs Ugly?”

Braxton started suddenly and re-
peated the last three words of the ques-
tlon,

“Oh," cried John, langhing, *I had
forgotten that you didn’t know our
domestic slang. The name js fastened
on Maigaret, but it hus no reference
to her looks, When she wes a buby and
was teething she was rather frettul,
&nd father playfully called her " Littie
Mies Ugly.” It grew Into & pet name
with all of ug, much to mother's dis-
gust. tI vexes her, though, and we
only use it inadvertently, just as it
came out now."”

“Margaret Is & nice little girl,
though unformed as yet,” said Marian.
* 3he i8 not as impuisive as she used
to be, though she Is still little more
than & child.”

“ Peggy's impulses are good ones,
Marian,” mald John.

" Oh, of course, or she wouldn't be
an Orrington; but they do lead to
ridlculous  consequences  sometimes.
Just think of that tramp.”

““Ah,” said Braxton, inauiringly.

rington stood. The
sister, Margaret, barely eighteen, was
with them. The three were standing
one day on Goat Island, looking at the
mist that roils up perpetually from
the foam below, when & stranger pass-
<d them. He turned. and gazing curl-
<usly for a moment, came forward and
offered his hand to John Orrington.

“Jack !” and " Elmore!” were the
words of recognition that were inter-
<changed, and then John introduced the
stranger as Mr. Braxton.

Marian knew all about Elinore Brax-
%, of whom she had heard her hro-
ther speak as an old coilege mate at
Harvard, an eccentric young mlition-
alre, about 2 year older than Joha
Nmeelf. She was quite famHlar with
is history. He wax an only son. His
father had dled within a year, and
left him a pumber of houses and farma,
with stocks ~nd bonds running well
up in the millions, besides & vant
amount of nining property, scattered
over the Unilted States, estimated (¢
be worth a large sum. The elder
Braxton had a foudness for burying
his surplus money underground. If
& new mining company were o he or-
Sanized, whether for silver in Colo-
rede, or copper in Michigan, or hon
In New Jersey, or coal In Pennsyl-
vania, the projector alwavs found him
& willing victim. In most cases, how-
ever, the victim became a victar. Good
luck seemed to attend him. The ven-
tures nearly ahl turned out well nota-
My tbe last Chance mine, fn Colo-
rade, and the Musinagon, in Michigan,
both of which returned large dividends,
But the son had no taste for mining
afialrs, and Just then sngaged in dis-
rosing of his mining stocks st mar-
ket prices, and investing the proceeds
in government bonds, which yielded
lcre intevest, but Eave hira no farther
trouble than clipping covpons.  Taken
altogether, he was a very rich man,
and though he was quist, and despite
of & fine presence and easy oarrviage
not given much to drawing.rooms.
Miss Orrington felt sure that wefe she
Mrs. Braxton her lege lord wowd be.
come eminent as a soclety man,

As for Margaret, she did not enter
into the caloulations of anybody. She
war considered to be little more than
» school girl, having Just been em:ncl-

“It s enough, Bl-
more,” obscerved Jack, * but it gave us
lots ¢t fun at the time. Just after we
were graduated you went off some-
where for a tramping tour and I came
home and we all went up to the coun~
try house. Margaret was a girl of
twelve then, in short dresses and fond
of climbing fences and rambling round,
which -wccounts for her rather robust
health. Grandfatlier Sackville—that
Was the year before he died—gave her
& ten-dollar gold plece for spending
money. S8he dldn’t llka to break It and
carried it around in her pocket. Off
she went next day to a famous black-
berry patch we had at one end of the
place, interding doubtless to eat her
€1, childlike. She happened to be near
the fence when she sav- two lll-looking
fellows crouching under the bank—the
road is deep-cut there. She hid among
some coppice and watched them, fear-
ing to let them see her. Presently s
young fellow came along whistling.
‘The two tramps suddenly sprang on
him. Aczcording to Margaret's account
he was & plucky chap and fought like
a tiger, but the two tramps were too
much for him. They knocked him down
and turned out his pockets, captured
his watch and made off, leaving him
faint and bleeding. When they ivere
gone, Peggy came out, acted the good
Samaritan and wiped the blood off his
face with ' r handkerchief. He thank-
ed her and asked who she was. ‘Oh,
Um little Miss Ugly,” was her reply.
Then, as she thought he was left deati-
tute, she forced the ten-dollar zold-
plece in his hand and by that time, I
suppose got frightened at her own bold-
ness. At all events she ran away and
reached home trembling. When she
told her story we sll laughed, except
grandfather: he was incensed and de-
clared he wouldn't give her anything
for six months. And now comes the
0dd part of it. While we were discuss-
ing the matter and poking fun at the
little girl in walked our man Patrick
with 2 letter in his hand. He was very
indignant. ‘1t is for you, Miss Mar-
garet. A blagyard beyant towld me
0 give It to Miss Ugly. I'd hev pound-
4 the tac~ of him only he was off like
& shot, an' pounded it was anyhow.
It looked as av he'd been (n 2 ructlon

h $mp! erater?” The

Tated from the
of St. Barnabas, where, besides indis-

th
letter was opened and had a ten-doliar

The Braxton was too big a fish to be
suffered to yo into the Orrington net
without ~ftorts 4o land him elsewhere.
His attentions to Murlan, though ra-
ther formal, were constant. Margavet
being comparatively a child, twelve
years younger than himself, was petted
a deal as a matter of course. He
bought her a good many nick-nacks,
which she acc:pted with childish de-
light. He tauaht her chess. 1n fact.
she amused him evidently. and they
becume great cronies, This sulted
Marlan very well. To have him always
Aangling after her would be & bore,
and she cowid shake him 7 on Mar-
garet when o dispoxed anu lure back
the faloon when it pleased her. And
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“Yes It is all right,” teplied HBrax-
ton. T cungratulate you If you sell
“t present prices—-and I advise you nat
to Wwalt for & further rise—yowll clear
OVer twa hundred thousind dollars.

“Du you mean to saw that I an
have the block nt thres 2

“That was our understanding yioter.
day, I thought.”

It seame’ eald Jack, hesstatingly,
“like RIVING m« these profits.”

** Nothiug of the kind. It s a plain
business transaction, and you are
lucky. I lose nothing. My father ot
the stock at one dollar during its low -
w8t ebb  And then, you Know. one
oughi te do something for a—prospecs
e brother-in-law,*

“ Well” muarmured Marlan to herself,
““that I8 the most eXtraordinary way
of popping the questin.* But she
smiled.

* Brother-in-iaw * eried Jack  And
Mailn lushed, whie little Margaret
bent Jow o over her book.

* That 1s, with your permission, Jack,
my boy. This young lady," taking the
unresisting hand of Margaret, who
blushed very red, * Lus given her eon-
sent, and with your approvaj—-*

Jack whictleq - 8ly puss I" said he.
“1 can scarceir have any objection;
but she is so Young vet.'

“ 8he'll outgrow that; won't you,
:-mgzlp, denr 2* xafd Braxton, laugh-

ng.

“There’s one comfort,” exclaimed Ma-
ran, who had regained her self-posses-
slon. “8he wilt not marry that dread-
ful tramp, anvhow.”

* 1 fear you will be disappointed, Misw
Orrington,” veplied the lover, "I hap-
Pen to be that dreadful tramp myseM.”

“You 2

“No other than 1. I aid not remain
fn the mountains on (hat tour your
brothes  spoke of the other duy, but
firally  struck  your neighbourhood,
though T did not knuw that, where I
was beaten and plundered by the two
more disr putablp travellers, I ment
Maigaret's monay back, or rather its
equivalent. T never knew who she was
and 1 never thought to enquire. 1 only
rocollect her as a pretty and aympa-
thetle chlld. But when vou spoke of
Miss Ugly and told the story, why, 1
began to make acquaintance with my
benefactress and fell in love with her.
Last night she was ®ood enough to
€ciment te guard me against trampw
In the future. And for Froot--ecce sig-
num, Juck, my boy 1"

And Braxton, drawing a small mo-
rocee case from his vest pocket, opened
it There on a bed of velvet lay a
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Margaret assured her
that he * was as nice an old fellow as
ever lived.”

One day at dinney, after Braxton had
been there two montha, and was tak-
ing leave, Jack asked hin guest, Do
you know anything about Ofibway—1
mean the copper mine ?°

** I should,” replied th2 other, " since
1 have fifteen thousand shares of {t,
which I would ke to mil now that 1t
hue gone up & dollar. Why ?*

“ Ramabo, the broker, tells me It Is
dend cheap at the present figure, and is
bound to advance. What do you hold
yours at v

*The market price--thrag dollars a
shaie.”

“I'it take It

“*Bes here, Jack.” sald Braxton, serl-
ously, “I had rather unload on some
nme else. T know they are very san-
xuine about striking the Musinagon
vain, which they thirk extends to the
Ojibway, but let me tell you & secret.
‘They intend tn make an assessment of
a dollar a share 10 sink that shaft tur-
ther, and I€ they strike the vein, then
they'll meke anothor levy to improve
the smelting worke., Take my advice
and Keen out of it

“If you don't sell me, some one else
will. I am bound to have the stock.”

“ Well, vou can liave all my stock at
threa but I will give vou three days
In which to back out. You can take it
or not in the neantime.

The next day Jack came home very
much excited. Hir friend was out
somewhere. Jack ran into the sitting-
room, Whers the gicis were, and was
evidently much perturbed,

“What e the matter ™" enquired
Marian, looking up from her emirol-
dery frame, at which she was killing
time,

“ Matter 7 It's & case of ‘50 near
and yet so far.’ You heard me tatking
with Elmore about the Ojibway stock
vesterday 7

~ Yea"

* Well, they've struck the vein they
were after. Not a doubt of it. The
atreet is full of the news. Shares have
Jumped up to seventeen, and not to ba
had at that. If Braxton had closed
With me yesterday ! But now it would
he Aasking too much.”

“ 1 should think it would be,” replied
Marian, drily. She 1 as fecling & pros-
Iective interest in the Braxton pro-
fits,

" D't he give you the refusal for
three days 7 asked Margaret, looking
up from a book she was reading.

*Yes; but no papers passed, and—"

“His word was paseed,” yetorted
Margwret. *Mr. Braxton is . man of
honour, and you'll get your stock.”

" You're too good to live in this min-
ful world,” sneered Marian. *‘You
°Xpect a man 10 throw awav so much
MOney on the ground of & dinner table
tulg 7

“1 expect & man to keep his word,
Marian.  He toM Jack thai he Mad
three duva to take the mtock at three
dullars or not  If he were 0 break his
woid bAcause he would lowe by ¢, I
Waull deapize him.”

“Much he omres for that. Pex. re-
tarted Marian. The bell ranx, and pre=
sently  Rraxton sauntered iuto the
toom,

“Have you heard the news about
?ahway 7" enquired Juck.
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