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of, or do injury to, anvbodv. We have all ty which shall comnaîd titih united confidence.
along avoided any thing like conitrovets as and support of the whole Church.]
mucIh as possibfe,'helieving its tendency ta he
every waV injurions. It caotit he doînied,
i'owever, that one or two expressions in arti.
eles not our own, have inadvertently heen The Religious Census of Nova Seotia.
allowed to shp through our tingers-wlich
shotuld not have appeared in the Record. We«
will be doublv careful to avcid this in future, The results of the late census, as re:ently
and we trust'our correspondifents wvill exercise published, has more than surprised the ad-
a like discretion. 'Whenever there is a differ- herents of the Presbyterian Church in con-
ence of opinion fer examnle vith regard to iection with the Clturch of Scotland in this
the management of our' schenes- or the Province. According to this very important
princinles or practice followed out in theh. document, the nunbers belonging to the dif-
organization and w orking, we humbly think ferent religious denorninations are as follows:
that mur Church Courts are the propér place The Roman Catholics, 86nS21 ; Presbyterian
to discinss and seule all sucli maters-rather Church of Lower Provinces, 69,456; Baptists,
than our Chureli organ. Ii the formner, the 5,336; Chttrcht of EngIand, 47,744; Wesley-
merits of the subject cai lie debated without ans, 34.055; Church of Scotland. 19,063 ; Free-
anv of that irritation which is almost inîsepa- will Baptists, 6,704; Lutherans, 4,382 ; COn-
rable from comtroversy in a public periodical. gregationalists, 2,183. Other twelve sects are
We hnpe therefore w~e wili lie excused from given, eaci heing less than a thousand. The
publishinîg an papers of this nature for the vlole population of the Province is repro-
future. We have been led to niake these re- sented as 330,857; that of 3851 having been
marks in consequence of more than one coma- 276,117, thtus showing an increase of some
plaint leing forwarded to us for publication 20 per cent. all over. It wrould seem also
anent " The Lav Association." If we pub- thtat all the large denotinations except the
lish thesepapers, wve vould of course he Church of Scotland have increased in a large
bound in honor to publish answers anld re- ratio., viz., Episcopalians, 30 per cent., Catho-
plies to answers without end, which whatever lies, 24 do., Presbyterians of Lower Provin-
eifect it might have upoa our readers, would ces, 28 do., Baptists, 47 do., Methodists, 44
he a very painful occupation to oursel es. do., and Chîutrich of Scotland I per cent., thtat
At the sanie tine though as a general princi- is taking into acconit the tabular provincial
ple we wish to avoidI ail controversv aid all increase we have losi one fifth of our adhe-
causes of controversy, our pages wil ever be rents. It is somtewiat difficult to understand
open to correct wrong impressions-which tis. Il the first place, the nmber of our
may lie produced by anv thîing apear in clergy in 1851 was fii'e, in 1861 it was fifteen.
our sheet. We have an earnest wish to do There lias been nlo defection from Our ranks
niothing and sav nothin-and to allow noth- during the last ten yeais--but on the con-
ing to be said îVhichi may in the renotest de- trary in several of our congregations consi-
gree have aIn injurious teidencv in anv direc- derable accessions. It can scarcely be believ-
tion. The minister of Salt Spriiigs coinplai.s ed that the ponulation of the " Kirk" portion
that lie and lhis congregatian have bn sin- of the Province htas been standing still-but
gled out for censure iy a correspondent ofi we miust either accept this hypothesis or ro-
the Record, for not having done enougi or ject Ù& toto the accuracy of the census return
anything for the Lay Assopiationi, and qutes- s, far as we are concerned. Perhaps it may
tioUns te right or propriety of that or any be partially accounted for by the column tah-
individual intrdinîg himselt'io the manage- ulated •• Presbyterian" initended wve suppose
ment of his parochial affairs. And certain- for a particular sect of that body, but which
lv if any iody lias a right to spesak out on in soie districts iay havE been nisunder-
this nater it is the ininister of Sait Springs stood. But wiatever ay ha e been the
-for his two congregations have in reality in cause we repuidiate its accuraey, as well as ail
ilheir own way contributed, ve believe, nmore claim to be considered of any authority what-
largelv to the Schteies of the Chuirch, than eve'.
any other cotgregations in Our Svyitd. See- The Rev. Mr. Pollok of New Glasgow, lias
inig then tiat the vork lias been done, and drawn public attention to the sujyet in a let-
weIl done, we fullv agree with hin in tlhink- ter to the Picton Colonial Standard, an ex-
ing that nobody whatever has anv riglit to in- tract from vhich, wYhiei at this late period of
terfere with the mode of doing it. We ad- the month is all we have room for, shows
nire the entlusiasm and success vhichi .ave very forcibly the absurdity as well as entire
follow'ed bis labors, but wp fear his strictures worthiiessness of this portion of the cesuss
upon the " Lay Association" would get u return
into an ocean of iot water far from comfort- " The credit of the late census fi vitiated
alble. Let the matter thie, we say, be arrang-î by the certain fact that it has treated one
Pd by our Church Couits, and we have li cIass of Presbyterians in a vay iii wich lier-
douht whatever thnt some co:nmon Une of sons wvhîo ouglt' to nct, not as Presbvterian
action may be devised without much diffical- cterks or ecelesiastical clerks, but olay as


