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of, or do injury to, anybody. We have all|
alonf; avoided any thing like controversy as
much as possible, believing,its tendeney o be
every way injurious. It eannot be denied,
Fowever, that one or two expressions in arti.
cles not our own, have inadvertently been
allowed to slip through our fingers——which
should not have appeared in the Record. We.
will be doubly caveful to aveid this in future,
and we trust our correspondents will exercise
a like discretion. “Whenever there is a differ-
ence of opinion fer example with regard, to
the management of our schemes—or the
princinles or practice followed out in their
organization and working, we humbly think
that aur Church Courts are the proper place
to discuss and settle all such matters—rather
than our Chureh organ. Iun the former, the
merits of the subject can he debated without
any of that irritation which is almost insepa-
rable from controversy in a public periodical.
We hape therefore we will be excused from
publishing any papers of this nature for the
future. We have been led to make these re-
marks in consequence of more than one com-
plaint being forwarded to us fur publication
anent * The Lay Association.” If we pub-
lish these papers, we would of course be
bound in honor to publish answers and re-
plies to answers without end, which whatever}
effect it might have upon our readers, would
bea very painful occupation to ourselies.
At the sue time though as a geneval princi-
ple we wish to avoid «ll controversy and all
causes of controversy, our pages will ever be
open to correct wrong impressions—which
may be produced by any thing appearing in
our sheet.  We have an earnest wish to do
nothing and say nothing—and to allow noth-
ing to be said which may in the remotest de-
gree have an injurious tendency in any direc-
tion. The minister of Salt Springs compiains 4
that he and his congregation have been sin-|
gled out for censure by a correspondent of
the Record, for nat having done enough or
anything for the Lay Association, and ques-
tions the right or propriety of that or any
individual intrading himself into the manage-
ment of his parochial affuirs. And certain- |
}v if any body has a right to speak out on
this matter it is the minister of Szlt Springs |
—for his two congregations have in reality in |
their own way contributed, we believe, more |
Jargely to the Schemes of the Church, than |
any other congregations in our Synwl,  Sce- f
ing then that the work has been done, and |
well done, we fully agree with him in think-
ing that nobody whatever has any right to in-
terfere with the mode of doing it. We ad-
mire the enthusiasm and suceess which have
followed bis Jabors, but we fear his strictures
upon the “Lay Association” would get us
into an ocean of hot water far from comfort-
able. Let the matter then, we say, be arrang- |
ed by our Church Courts,and we have no|
doubt whatever that some common line of
action may be devised without much difficul-|
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ty which shall command the united confidence,
aud suppert of the whole Chureh.}

Q) ——————
\

The Religious Census of Nova ScotiaJ

The results of the Jate census, as recently
published, hag more than surprised the ad-
herents of the Presbyterian Church in con-
nection with the Church of Scotland in thisy
Province. According to this vexy important
document, the numbers belonging to the dif-
ferent religious denominations ave as follows:
‘The Roman Catholies, $6:281 ; Presbyterian
Church of Lower Provinces, 69.456; Baptists,
35,336; Church of Bngland, 47,744 ; Wesley-
ans, 34,053; Chureh of Seotland, 19,063 ; Free-
will Baptists, 6,704 ; Lutherans, 4,382; Con-
gregationalists, 2,183.  Other twelve sects are
given, each being less than a thousand. "The
whole population of the Province is repro-
sented as 330,857 ; that of 1851 having been
276,117, thus showing an increase of some
20 per cent. all over. It would seem also
that all the large denominations except the
Church of Scotland have increased in a large
ratio., viz., Episcopalians, 30 per cent., Catho-
lics, 24 do., Presbyterians of Lower Provin-
ces, 28 do., Baptists, 47 do., Methodists, 44
du., and Church of Scotland 1 per cent., that
is taking into account the tabular provineial
increase we have losé one fifth of our adhe-
rents. It is somewhat difficult to understand
this. In the first place, the number of our
clergy in 1851 was five, in 1861 it was fifteen.
‘There has been no defection from our ranks
during the last ten years—-but on the con-
trary in several of our congregations consi-
derable aceessions. It can scarcely be heliev-
ed that the ponulation of the * Kirk” portion
of the Province has been standing stili—but
we must either accept this hypothesis or ro-
jeet in tolo the accuracy of the census return
so far as we are concerned. Perhaps it may
be partially accounted for by the column tah-
ulated * Presbyterian” intended we suppose
for a particular sect of that body, but which
in sume districts may have been misunder-
stood. But whatever may bhave been the
cause we repudiate its accuracy, as well as ajl
claim to be considered of any authority what-
ever,

The Rev. Mr. Pollok of New Glasgow, has
drawn public attention to the subjset in a let-
ter to the Pictou Colonial Standard, an ex-
tract from which, which at this late period of
the month isall we have roem for, shows
very forcibly the absurdity as well as entire
worthlessness of this portion of the census
return :

«‘The credit of the late census is vitiated
by the certain fact that it has treated one
class of Presbyterians in a way in which per-
sons who ought’to act, not as Presbyterian
clerks or ecclesiastical clerks, but only as



