IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROYVINCES.
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About this time, a companion of her bro-
ther’s, who had, for some years, oceupied a
luerative situation in a ne‘ghboring ey, re-
turned, after a severe ilness, 1o a contiguous
cottage, where he hud Leen reared, in hopes
that his wasted strength might soon be res-
tored by his native air. Tiis exhausted and
sickly appearance at once drey froth all Lilly's
sympathy ; and as his miney like ha's Led
been awakened to the importaunce of cternul
things, this feeling strengthed day by, day,
and soon a deeper and more heart-stirring

affection than she had yet known, possessed
. Lier whole being. .

The fresh breezes and the bright sunshine
seemed daily tc invigorate the bodily strength
of her friend, and the time of separation thue
drew near; but before he departed to resume

' his former occupation, it was fully arranged

that he should shortly return to make Lilly
future los.

So, bright with hope, they parted; but,’

alas! returning clouds were to cast a sudl
shadow of coming sorrow on their next meet-
ing. y

1t needed but the Joaded air of a manufac-
turing city to prove to Charles how far hiv
recovery was from being complete ; and he
had no sooner sooner retnrned to it, than his
strength again began to fuil. But he was
unwilling to confess, even to himself, that it
was s0; ond amid a heavy burden of labor,
which he was little alde for, he continuved to
struggle on, till he was once more seized with
urgent and alarming symptoms, whieh again
forced him to return home.

Lilly's heart sank within her as she gazed
on his wasted form and heetic cheek ; bat he
was full of hope, and what she fondly desived,
For

a time, he seemed to rallv, and she looked

. anxiously forward to the ‘restoring influence

of the summer’s &un, had before
wrought such marvels,

But a trving spring was first to visit them
with its piercing east wind, and Charles was
destined to lie low awid the clods of the val-
ley ere the first summer’s sun should 1w
his native hills.

The deep silence of Lilly’s grief was most
toyching. It was too overwhelming to find
utterance in words; and days and weeks had
passed away ere the returning tide of sorrow
gave back any echo from this cisiern, which
the deep waters of affliction had so entirely
filled ; and even then it was anly slightly al-
luded to.

“And can this torn and bleading heart,” H
said, * yet live and love again?” as 1 left her
one day,—ber form wasted, her color gone.
Yes; and with all that energy of affection so
peculiarly its own, clung, am d many trials, o
the object of its choice.

Such a hzuri must have something to cling
to; and Lilly’s affections were once more
placed where they seemed to find a return.
But those who desired her bappiness, doubted
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