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3. Power belongeth to the Lord. Men are
but instruments in the Lord's hand; the Lord
himself is the agent.

4. That which is devoted to the Lord is sa-
cred. It is not to be used by us at all.

The teacher may also refer to what is said
of Jericho in the Gospels. (See Luke 19:5-9;
Mark 10: 46-53; Matt. 20: 28, &c.

LESSONS FOR FEBRUARY.

FIRST SABBATH.

SusJECT: Achaa's sin, Josh. 7., 19—~26,
Golden Text, Luke 13, 15. Par. Passages, 1st
Tim , 6, 10, Eph. 5, 3, Col. 3, 5.

Let us consider, 1st, The sin itself. From
chapter 6, we learn that the Lord, by Joshua,
had forbidden the Israelites to take for them-
selves any of the spoils of Jericho. Every-
thing that lived was to be killed, and the city
was to be burned with all thatit contained,
except the silver and gold and other metals,
which were to be dedicated to the service of
God, It was intimated to the people that
the violation of this command would bring a
curse on them and on their future undertak-
ings. Achan, however, finding an opportuni-
ty to secrete several valuable articles when
no human eve was upon him, could not re-
sist the temptation. He thus committed a
gross act, first of disobedience, second, of sac-
rilege, because the stolen articles were to
have been dedicated to God's service—and
thirdly of treason against his nation because
it suffered on account of his crime.

2ndly. The consequence of his sin, (a) fsrael
was troubled,—the expedition against Ai, as
we learn from the first part of the chapter,
disgracefully failed, and severni innocent
men punished. If expiation hsd not been
made, other and more terrible revarses would
have followed. Sin’s most fearful character-
istic is, thatits attcndant evils can pever ix
be confined to the sinner himself. Adam'’s
sin ruined unnumbered millions. The drunk-
enness of a father plunges his children into
degradation and misery. Who can calculate
the amount of sin and suffering that inay re-
sult, during the lapse ot ages, from onetrans-
gression? This is true, indeed, not ouly of
sin but of holiness. The first is an awful, the
second a delightful thought, but both should
induce children to forsake sin and to seek af-
ter holiness. (8.) The offender was discorered.
The tribe of Judah, the division of the Zarhi-
tes, and the family of Zabdi were successive-
ly taken by lot ; and we can imagine how
Achan's heart died within him as the finger
of God thus pointed nesrer and nearer to
himself: and how great would be his remorse
when at length he stood revealed as the cul-
prit, before the thousands of Isiael. How
terrible is the thought that a dav will ar-
tainly come when the sins snd follies which
we how fully 1, will, they
are repented of and pardoned, be proclaimed
betore an assembled universe.

3rdly. The Confession. It was late, in-
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deed, but full, free, and without any attempt
at extenuation. Joshua's address to Achan
suggests two important thoughts. He calls
him *‘ My son” showing that whileas a judge
he must punish, he still pitied the criminal,
and felt for him as a father, thereby setting a
noble example to all who are called on to ad-
minister justice. In calling on him to give
glory to Grod, he also points out to him that
y confessing his sin before the people he
would glorify God's omniscience in revealing,
and his justice in punishing bis sin; and from
this we learn that the humble confession of
our gins is highly pleasing to God as well as
necessary to our spiritual welfare. Achan
describes the art'cles which he nad stolen—a
Babylonish garment—or, as Josephus writes,
[ roz:l garment woven entirely of gold--such
a robe as princes wore, and perhaps belong-
mg to the King of Jericho, Two hundred
shekels in weight of silver would be abuut
$112 of our cusrrency, The words ‘‘I saw,”
**I coveted,” **I took,” point out the rise,
progress, and consummation, not only of
Achan's but of all sin; and should warn usto
banish every thonght of forbidden pleasure.
Let us use the prayer of the Psalmist: ¢* Turn
away my eyes trom beholding vanity.”
4th. The punishment. Achan and 2ll his
family were stoned to death and afterwards
burat, with all their possessions. The crime
was heinous, it was brought home to the
offender, not only by his confession, but by
the discovery of the articles in his tent, and
required a terrible punishment—especially as
it was necessary to teach the Israelites, just
commencing their great work of conquest, a
lesson of implicit obedience. As children
}m Deut. 24, 16) were not to be punished
or the offences of their Futnts, we must be-
Ligve}.hat Achan’s family were implicated in
is sin.

SECOND SABBATH.

Sussecy:—Ebal and Gerisim. Joshua 8:
30—35. Golden Text, Deut. 30: 19. Read
Leut. 11: 29, 30; and Deut. 27: 2—26.

israel had now crossed Jordan and had
taken Jericho and Ai. The land was new
befuce them. The two cities just mentioned
were the first fruits of the conquest: the full
harvest would assuredly bLe gathered in.
Hence Is ael must now remember the injunc-
tion of Mores twice gven, must go to Kbal
and Gerizim, a:4 must in oue of the grandest
national acts, if nov tue grandest ever per-
formed, declare their heany assent to the
truth that God's blessing might be expected
on a people's obedience, but Lis curse upon
their disobedience. Iu this solemn federal
transaction, too, they @ust renew their cove-
nant engagements, be encouraged to go for-
ward to conquest, and be reminded by what
tenure they hold the Jand. .

It was fitting that in the very outset this
solemn transaction should ttkeemce. Some
think that the scene was not so far from
Jordan as the localities now known as
Ebal and Gerizim, alleging in support of
this view that it would be dangerous



