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3. Power belongeth fa tihe Lord. Mfen are
but instruments in thée Lords& band; the Lord
hiniseif is thse agent.

4. Thast vhhisici devoted to the Lord i. sa-
cred. If 1, flot to he uaed bv us at ail.

The teacher mu~ also refer to what is said
of Jericho in the G>ospels. (See Luke 19: 5-9;
Mlark 10: 46-fr); Mati. 20: 28. &c.

meBSONSa FOR FMBRUÂRT.

FIRST SABBATH.
S,în.aC,: Âchaa's sin, Josh. 7., 19-26,

Golden TMoe. Luke 12, 15. Par. Passages, let
Tis , O. 14), Eph. 5,31, Col. 3, 5.

Let us consider, Ist, The sin iiself. Frons
chapter 6, vs learn that the Lord, by Joshua,
haed forbidden t he lerselites to takelfor theni-
.%sîves any of the spoils of Jericho. Every-
thing that lived vas to b. killed, and t he citv
was to be burned vith ali thr il contained,
except the silver and gold and other metals,
vhich wers to be dedicated ta the service of
God. It wss intimated to thse people that
thse violation of this command vould bring a
curs on thens snd on iheir future underfak-
ings. Achan, however, finding an portuni-
ty to secretes everai valuaibis srticles when
no human eve vas upon bim, could nat re-
siat fths temptation. Hie thus committsd a
grosa acf, first of diaobedience, second, of sac-
rilege. because fthe stolen articles vers to
bave been dedicated ta God's service-and
thirdly of treason agsinst bis nation because
it suffersd on accunt of bis crim.

2adlv. The conssqusnceofhbis sin, (a) Itrael
w.as trýmbled-the expedition &gain i Ai, as
we learn from the first part of the chapter,

disgracsfully failed, and severrà innocent
men punished. If expiation bcd flot been,
made, other and more terrible reverses vould
have foiioved. Sin*s moet feairful eharacter-
istic is, f bat its attendant evils can neyer lk
b. conflnsd to the sinner bimsîf. Adazn's
ain ruined unnuxnbered millions. The drunk-
enne!z« of a father plunges bis bidren int
degradation and misery. Who cuis caiculate
the amount ofasin and suffering thai aa re-
suit, during the lapse or ageai from one trans-
gression ? This is truc, indeed, not ouiy of
sin but ot holmnexa. The tirsi is an avful, the
s'econd a deligbtful thougbt, but both should
indue cbildren to forsake sin and to seek af-
fer holineas. <b.) The offender socs discorered.
The tribe of Judah, thbe division of the Zarbi-
tes, and the family of Zabdi vers successive-
]y taken bv lot ; aud vs van imagine boy
Achan's heart died vithin him as thse finger
of God thus pointed neurer and nearer f0
himaicif: and how great vould b. bis remorse
when ai length hoe stood revesled as tihe cul-
prit, before tihe tbouaands of Isiaei. Hov
terrible is the thoughi t"t a da*v vilI ,tr-
tainly corne wben thse sinsasnd fouies uhich
ve lîov carefully coasceal, viii, nus they
are repented ofand pardoned, bie proclamed
before an asembled universe.

3rdly. The Confeuiosi. ht vas late, la-

deed, but full, free, snd %itbout any attempt
at extenuation. Joshua's iddresa to Achan
suggests tvo important tlsonghts. He cxila
bint IlMy son" shoving that vbile as sjudge
lae muet puniala, hie stiîl pitied the crintinal,
and feit for him as a father, tlsersby setting a
noble example f0 ail who are called on ta ad-
miniater justice. lu callinît on biin ta give
glory f0 Uod, hie also p oinsot to him that
y> cnfesaing bis sin=bfr thbe people hie

vould giorify God's omniscience in revealing,
and bis justice ini punishing bis Win; and froni
this vs luarn that the humble confession of
our sns is highly pleasing fa God as veil as
necessary to our spiritual velfars. Achan
describes the art*cles vbich h.e aad atoien-a
Babylonish garmeit-or, a* Josephus vrites,:royal germent voven entieof old--such
ing fa the King of Jerich*o. Two bundrtd
.shekels in weighi of ailver would be abut
8 112 of our currency, The words I saw, -

I coveted," I took," point out thse rie,
progress, and cansumumation, mot only of
Achan's but of ail sin; and Libould varn us to
banish every thonght of forbidden pleasure.
lot us use tie prayer of the Pamiat: '* Turn
away nsy eyes tram beholding vanity."

4th. Thepuishent. Achan and &il hi,
famiiy vere sfoned to deafis and afterwards
burnt, with aIl their possessions. The crime
vas heinous, it vas brouglit home f0 thse
offender, not only by bis confession, but liv
the discovery of the articles in bis lent, sud
required a terrible psanisbment-especiaii 1 as
it vas necessary to teach the I.-raelites. Jusf
commencing their greai vork of conqueat, a
lesson of implicit obedience. As cbildren
(ses Dent. 24, 16) vers flot to be punisheid
for th e offeisces o? their parents, vo must be-
lieve that Achansa faanily vers implicated in
bis sin.

SECOND SABBATa.

Suajacir:-Ebal and Geis.. Jashua 8:
30-35. Golden Text, Dent. 30: 19. liead
L'eut. il : 29, 30; snd Deut. 27:- 2-26.

iarael had nov cnassed Jordan and had
taki.n Jericho and Ai. The land vas îiow
befu.-ethem. The tvo citieajuet mentionsd
vers fise first fruits of the conqusait: tise fuît
isarves#' vould ussasrtdly be gathered in.
Hieace la -ast muai nov remember tise iiajunc-
tion of Mu'.es tvice gven, nuet go f0 Ebal
and Gerizian, a.-4 muet in onîe of the gnandeas
national acta, if floL :Le grsndest ever per-
formed, declars their beartv assent fa the
frutb that God's blessing m':ght b. expected
on a people's obedience, but tiai curs upon
tlaeir disobedience. ln this solemn federal
transaction, ton, they oust renev f brir cove-
nant engagements, b. encouraged ta go for.
yard ta conqnest, and ie reminded liv visat
tenure tbey hold the land.

Itvwas fittinç that in CA.ver outet tis
solemn transaction tshould takeplce. Se
tbink tbat the scene vas flot so far from
Jordan as the localities nov known as
Ebal aud Girizins, alleging in support o?
this view tisai it vould ke dangerona


