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sicn. In my opinion, no charity can compete IopPcsed the idea of a mission steamer sincewvith efficient medical help, and I feei cer- I 1886, or ever since I learned what it would.
tain the '%vorthy attcmpts of ou.r friends wiii ccst to maintain one large enougui bo do
always realize the good wishes of their our work well; and 'F have been more decid-originators. Ied in my opposition since a regular lune orThe hospital is most appropriately to be Ccmmerciai steamers began Lo run betweea,
called Queen's Jubilec Hospital, and at the Sydney and these isiands, doing away witldesire of Madame O'Hara, 1 , with the i<ind even a ghost of a reason- for havlns- onepermission of His Highness, deciare it open, specially for the mission.
'with a prayer to the Almighty to grant As tiiere is to be a large muster of thepe.rmanency and prosperity to the cstab- jmissionarles 'who are in favor or a mission-
lishment and its founders. steamer present at this Synod, includung:lu conclusion, I express my hearty thanits Dr. Paton's two sons, and so f c'w presentto Madam O'Hara and the staff for the of those who do flot approve, or dcldedîyhonour they have so kindly donc me per- disapprove, of a mission steamer, the formersonally by asking me to preside on this oc- will easily carry a resolution t0 build andeasion. miaintain such a craft. Messrs. McDonald,

Lamb, Mackenzie and ]Robertson are absent
THE NEW HEBRIDES "DYP-IG frim Synod tbis year, ail against a steamer

of our own, and Mr. Watt is Moderato" , so
LE.TTER rno.% RF,%. If. A. RonEftTSO.y. that lie and Dr. Annand and Mr. Laudells

will be outnumbcred. Ah, well, the LordeMartyr Ohurch, Dillon's Bay, reigns, and that is cvcrythung.
Erromanga, l5th May, 1897. Mrs. Robertson's health bas mucli Im-Dear Mr. Scott,- pro;ved during the past two years, or suieWhat madncss to, go to the great expense coiuld not remain on these depresslng andof keeping up a small steamer entirely and urbealtby islands. But she is flot strong,expressly for the maritime work of this thougli always at work.small mission when we have now runnxng- My own health is excellent, but I do flotregularly between Australia and these Islands ,feci quite so young as I did when we toita splendid line of steamers> owned and :charge of the -mission (forlorn houe) on.managed by an honorable British coinpany, Bîiromanga, twenty-five years ago. -Whatmany of the sharebolders o! 'which, if flot bath God wrought since that memorable.ail o! tbem, are amont the best of the June day wben we landed here in 1872.lead*ng men in Melbourne and Sydney, grand» Best of ail, 1896-97 has* been perhapg among-mcen. the most encouraging years in our workBesides the larger question o! the danger on Erromanga we ever have had.

10 British intcrests in the group, and, it
may be, the very existence o! the mission,
by thus preventing, in some measure, the As anticipated in tbc above lettcr. and,
establishment upon a sure footing o! Britisb already widcly publishcd. the Mission Synod'
ccmmerce; we shall, by maintaining a rnis- at its -meeting in May 'voted ln favor of a
sioi, steamer, owncd and mannged by the mission steamer to replace the ncw vessel*
churches, have a much inferior service, cess which was wreckcd ]ast autumn.
frcquent, and far more expensive than if Tr- read o! a ývote o! a Synod '<almost
wc had continucd our connection with the unanimous" sounds large, but when we re-
ccompany which has servcd us so well for meTaber that the 'whole number o! mission-
several years. unies is a dozen and a haif, that so far as

1 thinit 1 neyer ltnew greater madness cau be learned there -%us searce a baiter's
than this steamer craze o! some of the dozen present, that among tbem. was Dr..
Melbourne people (not all o! the 'Victorian Paton and bis two sons, that threc of Uic
Assembly by uny meus) and Dr. Paton, and siall number present recorded their dis-
some people in Europe and America wbo I sent, and tbat most o! those not present
itnrow nothing about our wants nor the were opposed 10 the scbeme, that our three
peculiar circumstances of our Mission and missionaries, wbo have served longer than,
grc.up, and the information tbey did get j lniost ail the others in the group, are
'was 'wiid and confused, and all one-sided at gamotng ils opponeuts, the "resolution of
that. .Synod," as representing any -%ide extended,

Oniy one 'who refuses t0 sec 'wouid thinit opinion, shrinks smail.-Ed.
of affirming that one littie steamer of oui'
own eau do our work as weil as two large TWO GODD LETTERS -FR031 IlfIA.
steamers, the inter-Island one about five
or six bundred tons, and the ocean one twc Or rather. one from 'India and one about
thGusaud tons. Well might Mr.Watt char- f lrdia, for Dr. Buchanan is in Canada, pre-
acterIze tbe procuring O! a MissionarY paring for work among the Bheels.
steamer expressly for the mission, us 4<a Jairum's letter shows an advanced stage,
sinful ;vaste o! the Lord's money." And s0 in mission -woni, when the fruits of that
It !S. work become themsclves worlkers, and such

However, my conscience is clear. I have excelIent ones.


