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poles and fence posts, wiod is said often to scoop a round bote,
often of considerabte deptb ; at other times, when Boisas is in a
building mood, it is pited up around the. telephone potes, untit
onc it occurred tbat the line bad to b. rnoved to prevent: the.
wires fromt buttai. Soin. of the potes w. 5Mw had onty about six
feet teft projeciug out of an original beight or S or0 30 feet.

Ny first thoughts on Sable Island were not for the success
of the forestry experiment, but for the little birds wbo mnaie this
strange isiand tbeir ooty borne, and my eaus were on tii. qui *u
for the. first notes ; and althougb it was loggy and rainy, as we
approacbed the. supeinnend.nt's bouse t could bear some sparrow-
tike chirps, mand in a moment or two t board-the first song of the
Ipswich sparrow, and was deligbted to tbink that 1 would bave
tbemn at sucis close range as the. front yard of the. bouse in wbicb
1 was tostay. Tbey pioved wo b. vezy conîmon. and orne coutd
iiardly go to the. doom without seeing on the. board waik wbicb
stretcbed away tbrougb tb. bay field, a pair or more, wbute their
song could b. board at aimost every moment of the. day fromn the.
mmn point of observation.

As the. rai. continued, and il was tiierefore deem.ed unneces-
sary to proceed witb the. work 0f the trip at once, 1 took advantage
of theopportunity in spite of thew.ather to start offon a tramp
up t»i istand. Dy farth ii.ost numerous 0f ail birds tisere wur
two turns-ther aom tuin and the. arctic. Tses. am the. smatt
gulM-ike birds witii the. forked tait, wbome sias bave been used so
mucb un the past few years for the. decoration of bats. On Sable
Island tbey are in tiiousands ; orne cas neyer go out of the. bouse
without baving th.m in sight and i. iiearing ; nor is tiiere any
place on the. island wbere it is possible wo escape their presence.
The co mmn teo probably outnumb.rs the arctic by about two or
dire, to one, but the. habits of the. two are no familiar that tiiey
may b. cossidred togetiier. Tii. roseate tens, a more soutbern
form, breeds in sinait numb.rs, and bad just artived at the. timte
of our visit Thse nesting places of the. other teons wen e scattered
ail oven tiie istand. Tbey breed as a tute in communities. atiomigi
we saw a few places wbere it soemed as thougts penisaps hms tisas
haif a doses pairs %Culd nest togetiier. W. were too early for the.
bdigit of tise breedisg seazos, but tii. birds bat bogue wo lay, and
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