
896 TII}E PROVIN4CIAL.

ns regards soul, at least, ini the location chosen by niany, we wer i. .iscrably
deceived. llowcvcr, with soine thousands of loy.alists, wve comitnittcd
ourselvcs to the guidance of Providence, and arriveti saf'ely iii the carly part of
the year 1783, and soon began, though with ibarful hearts and trenibling hands
<80 clieress and barren ivas the prosp)ect whicli thcii spread itsclf beibre the
observation of' ail) in clearing thc surrounding f'orest, i» liopes with the Divine
blcssiiig, to obtain in time a competcncy ; nor were wc altogether disappointed.
Through wany discouragoments and difficulties, whli i k evre neediess to
recapitulate, we pcrsevcrcd; and though wealth uîever crownced our efforts, we
liad the satisfaction of expericncing thie smile of hecaven on our labours; and
every sueeeding day, though it brouglit 'with it fresh toils, withiout, the
luxuries of life, found our hopes briglxtening; and what added to our coinfort
was, that our family, consisting of one son and two daugliters, làad attained4 to
that time of life, when their assistance became of essential consequence to our
growing happiness and pro3perity.

' Thus for a time every thing smiled around us ; our frugal fare was rcceived
ivith humble gratitude; religion had tauglit us contentasent ini our lowly
splicre; nor did one envious thouglit arise at thc happiness of those who were
etevated above our condition in life. WVe had hoped thnt the cvcning' of our
days miglit have been calm; that our sun miglit have gone down unclouded
under a serene sky; an17 that those who should survive us and inhlerit the
fruit of our labours, when our carthly remains were mixed with the soul we
inhabited, miglit 110w and then visit the green hillocka to mark the spot
ivhere those remains lay deposited ; and while dropping a tear of filial affec-
fiou, migit, if there were anything in our lives worthy of imitation, allow
it to influence theni in their intereourse with this world, and to cherish
in their. hearts any good advice that had proceeded fromn us in regard to
a better. But aIas! in the enjoyment of pre&sent pleasures, and thc dreains
of future prosperity, a circumstance arose tint at once darkened ail my
hopes, and that lias left nme the poor, aged, and lonely bcing you now sec
before you.

' One fine day in tie winter of - rny husband and son had vcntured on
the ice in qucst of cels, with wich our rivcr abounded. It was ini vain tint
I urged, by evcry persuasion, the danger to be appreliended from a long spll
of mild iveatier, 'which 1 iras (1uite certain had rcndered the solidity of the
ice doubtful, and precarlous, ani its apparent firmness quite treacherous. They
had flot been long employed in this wvay, wlien ail at once nxy husbaud's footing
gave way nnd lie immediatcly went down! My son, tien at a little distance,
urged by the cry o? his perishing father, man, with more spced perhaps than
prudence to the treadherous spot; the ice almost in a moment gave way, and lie
too was in the same imminent peril. It being direetly opposite our house,
which stood ncarly on the saine grouind wierc my present abode is placed, the


