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that the concliiding volumes, carî'yin7 lis froin -Addison to Dobeil, contain
notices by the best poetic critiès of the dlay. Nothinzg of the kind stiperior
to these Volumes, oî' even equal to them, lias been publislied.

A new volumne of poems by Mr. Swinburne, euititled etStudlies iii Soit.-, lias
appeared. Tiiose who hiave read bis Iatcst poemns know what to expect.
Over the present volume tiiere lias becn a slighit paFisage of amis, wvhich is
interesting ns illastriiting Élie ever-rectirring dispute between the advocates
of Art for Art's sake and of Art for somecthiing beyond it. Professor Dowvdenl
opened in tie Acit<lemýi with the followvingr criticismn The greatest potcts
grow in wvisdom and lin knoivledge ; they grasp life 'vith largerhni tleir
poivers coinsolidate tîeinselves, beconie more rolbust; their passion becomies
more massive; their vision of the 'vorît more wvide andi deep. The gaîment
of Mr. Swiinbiirin's verse sprends its borders anti sweeps iii more volumninous
folds, but the living tlîouglit, foir whlose sake the gariuent is wvrotuglit, las îîot
wvaxed in stature, a..ù seems liaif lost in its uncontrollable breadtlîs anid
lengtlis of gear. Mr. Swinburnie's wvritfng often becornes obscure, not from
thouglît amiasset ini bloek, nor froin the crossing threixds of a swvift-wveaving
intellect, but beeaiise of the exhauttsting process ivlîicli the reader is foreed to
tîndergo in sliredding ont a thoughit thin enougrh to cover its iîjordinate space
of words. Certain riietori cal devices-antithesis, the pai ring of kindreti
ivords, the balancing of equîal-wewghted claulses, even alliteratiozî-come to
serve as substittîtes for invention andi foi' ideas. Anti the tyranny of such.
processes witlidritvs the idea, wlîen it exists, froas simnplieity, fî'om reality,
froin the inanifold subtie îiovemnents of life, anti rentiers it meellaîiical, rigid,
strained."1 He wvas answercti by the Athcnoeurn ïeviewer, in the following
week :-il The mental value of lus 'vork mnust be jutigeti by a standard appli-
cable to no otiier conternporary poct, inasm-ucli a-, lus inetlîod of ivork- is so,
radically unlike t..2irs. Tliere is no greater mistake than that of comparing
poetry wvlose mental valtue consists; in a distinct and logical enuiciation of
ideas, anti poetry wvlose mental value consists in the suggestive ricliîess of
symibol latent in rhythim, and even of color.'

For good or evil, Mu'. Sivinbiirne's influence in poetî'y lias becomne veî'y
great. It is traceable wvitli tlîat of Tennyson anti others in the latest volume
of Canadian poetry by Mrs. Maclean, of Uingston. "&The Coming of the
Irincess"I is introtiuced by tlie editor of 7'/w £anadian ATont/ily, anti contains
many poems of real beauty. The best introduction, liowever, to tlue volumie
is the verses by wliich it is prefaceti, irn which. the writer compares herseif to,
"ia little bird singihig in the night, dreaming of coîning dziv." The fi! day
and the

I>oct of our glorious liuîd so faiur,
%Vllose foot is at thîe door,

have not yet corne. Stili, we are glad to, welcome sucli beg-innings as the

preseîut volume. \Vê maýy notice, too, as a piece of (janadiaîi work, a littie
book entitled IlEurydiice, Ahoy 1 " by tlîe author of IlOne Mlore Unfortunate,"I
describing a yachting trip from Montreal to Lake Champlain. The Nvriter at
least loves bis subject, anti is not without, an eye for the beaiuties of nature.
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