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li Aet II Senle 1, evidencp. is given of the philosophy of the
play. Here, iaiet enters, being made the vietiiu of a plot to
distover whether lie really loves Ophelia or not. "To be or not to
be; that is the question.'>

Wýhetlier it is nobler in the mind to suifer the slings and arrows
of outrageons fortune, or to takie up anius against a sea of troubles,
and liy opposilng end thiem?" By this Harnlet is seekiug tlie better
way ln xluich to put an end to his troubles. If lie shufflcd off the
mnortal coil. would lic enter into a sleep of death or of life eternal?
This doubtfulnuess forces Jin to giv'e pause to, his aet. "The dread
of sonietlxîng after dleath, the undiscovered country, froxu -%vlose
hourn no traveller i:eturns," ixiakes hlm consider his intended aet,
coliipcls hlmi to reason out the alnxost iinevitabie result of bis deed.

Another ilotable incident is the suiffring of the innocent. Why
should it l)c that the one in no way t Mlaine for the suinallest fracetion
cf the trouble sbould suifer as if she liad been engagedl ii fihe
thickest of the plot? Againi the case of Rosencrailtz and Guilden-
stern inziy lie quoted. These two, rascals undoubtedly were worthy
of punixncnt for their lack of proper seruples, yet it seemns tixat
the puniishiinent they dlid receiv'e was too extrerne iii its nature.
Likeie wcý se the hope of the nation crtushed. U1an1oet. after
inuth vacillation, aeconîplishies bis deed, l'aut lie dovs so at thec-
pense of bis own death. Fortinbras sets forth on iirn expedition
îiviiii the iix'Wntiou of sinuply putting aside -the muner tr-offlil of ]lis
kingdoux, and on Iiis returu finds huxuseif King of Deniark. c1
tondfitions are certain]y guided by a hand beyondl the poiver of the
natural.

A'nother point Io be reinarked is the -w'onder epcs* i
f-lainlet at the order which. cxists lu txe wvonld. Not onfly does 1-ai-
let e-xpress ]is astonishmcent at the ]ower existing thiuggs, but lie
utters in such a, noble mxanner the aittrihutes of inan that it forces
one to consider what it rcailly uxeans hefore continuixxg ln thc
.tudy of the work. -What a picce of Nvork is mun hiow noble in
reason! hio% infinite lu faculties! in formn and xnoviing hoi- express
ind adiuirable! in action hoir like an angel! lu apprexeiixion how
like a God! thc beauty of the -%vonld 1 the paragon of animais!"
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