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happen tliat a particular minister is asked for his resignation, on
account of gross inisconduet of the affairs of hbis departinent, orof unauthorized utterances on political. questions. An example
of thiRs kînd occurred in 1851, wlien Lord Palmerston, tlien foreign
sieeretary, wvas dismissed from office on account of bis unauthoriz-
vid expressions of al)proval concerning the ''Coup d'état'' of the
Third Napoleon.

The cabinet docs flot invariably consist of the sanie number
of iiîcmbers; Lord Salisbury's cabinet (1897) consisfed of nîne-
teen. We iiust distinguisli between the ''cabinet'' and the"mliinistry''; the ininistry consists of ail those executive officers
wiîo bave seats in Parliarnent. These arc the memîbers -,vho are
expeeted to resign their seats when the cabinet is defeated inthe Comimons. Eleven officiais always have seats in flic cabinet.
They are: ftic Firsf Lard of tlic Adrniralty, the Lord Chiancellor,
the Lord President of tlic Concil, the Lord of the Privy Seal,the (Chancellor of the Exeliequer, the five Secretaries of State
(for Foreign Affairs, Home Affairs, the Colonies, India, and War),and tlic First Lord of the Treasury. To these are added from
flîree to seven others, according as the occasion dernands, viz.,
flie (bief Secretary for Ireland, the President of the Board of
rrrad, the President of the Local Governrnent Board, ftic Presi-
(lent of the Board of Education, tlie Presideîît of the Board of
Agriculture, flic Chancellor of flic Dnelîy of Lancaster, and flie
l>ostmaster-General. The ruie which governs these additions is
fliat every interest whichi is likely to be prominent in flic debates
and proceedings of the Ilouse of Commons should have a cabinet
ininister to speak for if and offer responsible advice. Tlîe Prime
Mînister generally occuipies the position of IFirsf Lord of the
Treastiry, thoiugli lie niay choose anotîter portfolio if lie so
wvislies. Ilowever, the Treasury position is most acceptable fo
tlie Premier, since its official dutties are lighit, and give lîim con-
siderable leisure f0 devofe to bis dutfies as leader of tlie parfy
in power.

No member may accept a cabinet office without going before
bis constituents for re-electioqt This is generally a matter of
forni only, since in very few cases (10 flic opposing part y or par-
tics place a candidate in flic field. l3efore the reign of George
I, the king sclected the cabinet officers as well as the Premier.
But as George 1 was not conversant wih hei English language
hie enfrusted that duty ta Walpole-bis Prime Minister. This
eustom lias l)ecn fol]owed since. As I1 have sfated hefore. the
cal)inet is not recognizcd by law; its existence is due ta custaîn


