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Napoleon ini Rome
lIIE year 1787 saw% the beginnîng of '-le Frenchi Revoht-

tion,7 in wluc-h the scitun and rabble of the country de-
Iuged Jair France with the 1)lood of lier best citizens.
Everyt.hingý gave place to the w'orlshîp of' thc godcdess

''liaso.''They e\'en tried to ptl own the C'atholic Chiurcli
froni ihie exalted position it hiad lield iii Franie- for ages by
forcing the cler-gy to tiake wliat w-as c-allod thec Constitutional oath
whicli hiad beeni condiiedii(c by the P'lope. For this the moih in
thicir blind fury wîhdfoi- revenige on the Churchi as, a w-hole
and on the Pope in particular.

About 1793D an excuse w-lieh woul bc ýaeepted by Buropean
nations w-as found in the iiiurder of' Banville. Thisj w('as brougit,
ýabout by the mian hiniself as lie drove ab)out Rime displi<ayinig
tricolored l)aincets againist t1w papal protest. Popular f.'eling
w-as arousedl auîd a, molb followecl imi to, a-i n urdlercd hiiîn in,
the hiouse of' a Freneh baniker, La Mouitte.

It ivas 11t, howv-ver, until 1796 thiat thiis iatter was takcen
ni) ly the Frenelh authorities -who, were too busy at home to,
bothier -%vit1î external aif airs. Tlîey thon pl-anned to send an ariiny
into Italy, and thuns di-aw off sonme of the Austian forces f romn
the Rhine, whiere a clesultory war hiad 1)een earried on for soine
timie. There w-as another motive, hiowever, and that ivas to crusli
the Pope, as w-as shiown by the original plan w-hich wvas to con-
vey the French forces to Civita Vecehia, the principal port of the
Papal. Staîtes.

Napoleon w'as then ii young liepublican general, 26 years o!'
ag11e, and coiiparatively unknuowýn. Ile fouind the plan of' con-
voyance impracticable. so. like another H-annibal, lie mnarchied
-ic ross the Alps. Aftcr rowting the Austrians. lie prepared to
mnarehi against the Pope, but Plus VI. kznow-ing the iniferiority o!'
lus troops and unwilling to shîed blood miless, comipelled to do
so. sent Azara,, the Spanishi minister, and others, to treat w'ith
Napoleoni. Thie latter cagrerly accepted îany Suspension o!' hostili-
tics for hoe knowv thiat hoe would need ail his forces against itte
Austrians who were concentrating thieir forces in thc nortli. 13y
this treaty the Pope wvas conmpelled to giv'e up Feri-ara and Bo-
logtna, pay a lar-go indemnnity and give up 100 of the l.îst pietures,
s-tatues <and othier w-orkzs o!' art iii Romie. The last w'ere to be
selected by French commnissioners.

Nqot hiaving to watdh the soutlî, Napoloon turned ail bis at-
tention to the north, and soon drove the Austriaîîs back into


