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hneaklng, whicli 19 IIOW entlng aut the ver)' bcant af
the Protestant Churches. Thèse things are opan and
clear ta aIl observers, andi are causing sadness of
hecant ta many cf God's dean chiltiren.

Maty prc(essing Christions content theinselves with
one service on Sahbath, anti sometimes not that.
Alas, that these things shoulti existin the Christian
Clnmrcb 1

Let us iadividually watclî anti pray, anti strive ta
take away thesa and other stunibling-blocks, and cul.
tivale consistency of lieant anti lue ta je5us our
Saviaur : andi pneachiag tha Gospel, ta tlîe Jew first,
Goti shail bless us, anti the ends of the cantb shall
sec His salvation.

MfINIS TERL4 L RECOAIENDA TION 0F
SUBSCRIPTION04 BOOKS.

Mnt. EDITRra,-Tbc sale af not a few subscniption
books is largely promoteti by the recommandations
of ministars, .Wlch are cxpected anti iniendeti tu bc
a guarantee tu these with whoni their pensonol cbarnc-
tars anti the nature cf their office have %veight af the
raliability cf such works on the subjects of which
tbey treat. This is ail right and propar, but it woulti
he well if greater caution andi better discrimination
wera exencised, bafore the names cf mea who, above
ell cîhers, eajoy the esteemn anti confidence af the
public, are lent in the interest cf bock publishers anti
their agents.

The nccessity for tbis ivill be apparent, by refer-
ence ta Ridpath's IlCyclopedia ai Universal Hisîory,"
a large andi cotmprab.pnsivevork now before thie public.

Tneating cf the charactan anti influence af Calvin's
teacbing ia connectica with the Reformation of the
sixteenth century, the aurbon says : IlThe natural
austerity, gloom aud dolour of Calvin's character wera
reflecte in la is thealogical systcm." Hae next gives
a fair synopsis ai that systam, identical ia ail respects
with that forniulatcti in aur own doctrinal standards,
anti then proceetis ta pass judgment upon it in the
fuhlowing fashion :

Sincl wett the leading doatilnes of that system, or which
Calvin bcame the founder. The system tuok holti of the
mincIs and hearts and laves cf those who acceprtll t with
the grip af fate. No other coda af religious ductnine aven
professci by ariy branch of the human farnily laid upoa
mankinti suab a soli cf chastisement. The natural desines,
instincts andi pleasures of the humant heart itîl bleeding,
andi diad under the wheels afi nus imon car. Iluman naturc,
in ith entircty. was crushati andi beaten as if in a moi tar.
The canly Calvinlsts la Switrcrland, France, Englancl and
Scotlc'id giew as relentlcss anti severe as the sterm which

tbyaccepteti. No such* relhgioua rigours hat ave: heem
wirnesscd ta the wcrld as those which pievaiteti whete the
Calvinlstic doctrine flourlshed. eaIany cf the practicas af
the Church, which becaine organic arounti these doctrines,
were ais cruel anti bloody as thosa af Rama. Persecutions
wcrc instit,,tcd which would have donc credit ta the Council
of Constance andi tha da>s ni John Iluss. (VOL il., p .ge6zî.)

As a mattar ai course, that stoc'k brickbat of Ia-
fdels andi Arminins-the case of Serveus-is next
produceti, andi hunleti with terrific force, witb tia
abject, ne doubt, ai barring the progrcss cf the "lmion
car nabave mentioneti.

In ane short paragraph only dues the auther refer
te John Knox, anti that solitary reference is by no
means appreciative :

Meanwhilc the Refiuaation hall spnead into the North,
&Ld aid John Knox stoad like a figure rampant on the
shicld of Scotch thcclugy. In hilm the forbidding aspect of
the country andi the austerity cf the national character werc
intensitieti, andi to this was atddti the still darkcr si-adow ai
tht Genevau doctrines. The Scotch taok naturally ta tfia
systtmi which sceed te rail-ct thejoylcss mootis ai thair
awn jnc 111e. Catholicism 'Îent te the wall." (Vol, ii.,
page 662.)

Proaf without stint might ha atiducati from the
work ai an ill.disguistd spirit ai hostility ta evangeli-
cal Chnistianity as a directing agency ln the world's
pnogress, but the task is needless. It would ba diffi-
cuit to flnd language bztter fitted than that quotcd
ta prejudice the minds cf youthful stutients ai bis: ory
against the system which embodies aIl that we lave
and ventrale as the trutb cf God.

When we find that truth thus, misrepresented andi
maligned, the conviction is forced upon us that, how-
cvet. excellent may hc the literary and artistic cbarac-
ter ai the hook,4 it is ne fit guest for Presbyterian
homes. %

We finti nany ministers of aur Churcb, hawever,
differiîîg froms this jutigment oi it. Ont says : IlIt is
altoigether a book. cf sucb intercst and value te tht
young that it shoulti ha in evcry bouzehalti." Aucîher
is coniviticed that 'it woulti be bard la say anytbing

ton extravagant in praise ai such a hock." A third
believes that Ilail wha desina la hava their chiltiren
libernhly educated inl tht greal social, menal and
political problaîns ai the tige iil do well ta place
ibis work in the fiimily library." A city minister
tlîinks "lhi is invaltiable tu thie studeat as a reliable anti
convenient work ai refenence." Anathen commeatis
il as "lthîarouglîly reliable, clear and camprehensive" ;
îvhile tht rnmaining miinistens of the saime place l'en-
danse"ntti ocun in "bis estimaîieofir I Whither
are we dnifting? W. T.

LITRFROJIIUl4(,

la a latter froni the Rev. H. A. Robentson, mission-
aTy nt Eromangn, wvho visiteti a numben ai aur Cana-
dian coagregations recently, the fcllowing passages
occun :

Thîenc lias net heen a hurricante cf any force on tbis
isianti for four years, and no becavy saa bneaking on
tha const, but wve have hiat several savane shiocks ai
earthiquakc, thouigh thay were net foliowcd by any
tidal-wave. Tht momt savane is on the 16th Apnil
nt half-past five o'ciock p.rn. That shcck destroycd
mucb ai the plaster an cur buildings anti thnewv dewn
a large portion ai our stone ivahi or dyke, anti the
mounitains above us swayad ta anti fie ika a sbip on
the 'voteranti the watar in Williams' River was dashiet
from sida te sida lika ivater ln a basin, ant le smoke,
catuseti by the tiust rising as the racks andi stones
wvere sent tearing andi plunging down the sida ai the
mouintains, ascendeti likec smoe fmcm a burning
mountain., It ivas terrible while it lastati. Some ai
aur young mea ware drawing gravaI with a hanse anti
carl, but thay leit the horst and carl anti fled, when
tbcy saw the herse staggening about tnying ta keap
its equilibrium. But I do net %wondrr at any persan
becoming alarmeti during a savane earthquaka, for
notbing makes ane fel as if the anti hati coma, or at
least the bagining ai the cati, se inuch as a savae
sbockoai arthquake. But wc neyer expanienceti ny-
thing liane sa terrible as tha cartliquakes of java anti
soe ether countnies, such as the Sandwich Islandis
anti New Zeolati.

'Our work propen continues ta prospar aIl aven this
isl 'and. Thiene is net noiw sa mucb that is stniking la tht
wonk, as it is more adivancedi, andi there are net tht
crowtis ai heathan giving up beathenism, anti putting
theinselvas uiîder CllatiLati instruction, that there
wera from 1876 anti up ta 1884 aven, but the %vonk is
as important, anti ptnhaps more solid. 0f course you
must axpect la be tld by niissianaries lahouring
among the heathen, that aId custanms, anti iaith in ail
thair fernier charms, or superstitious ceremaonies,
ding ta the prafassiag Christians for many, many long
yeans, if indeati tlîey aven actually shake thamselvcs
entirely dlean ai îham. Tbay may give up practisiag
tbem ta a very large extent, but the faith in these
things will ding la tbam, cspecially tbose like the
South Sco Islanders, wbo were savages as wcIl as
heathans, for generations : yes, I believa as long as a
single native is founti an ail thase isiantis. IlIt is breti
ln tht baba, anti bard tu extracr,» se says Rav. Joseph
Copalanti, ci Futuna, ana like ail that gentleman's
statamenîs about tie natives this remank will stand
the clesest examinaîlon.

WVt have now thinty-six teachers on Eromanga, five
on the ather isiantis-Tann, Tongoa, Epi anti Amn-
brnum-%vith other missionaries. WVa have 190 adult
cbunch inembers, anti ail aur teachers, teachers %vives
anti ?îiens are include in la Iis numban. We occupy
two.thintis cf, the island. WVc have twc principal sta-
tions, ane on tht east anti tht ether on the west sitie
ai tha islanti. Diilon's Boy an tha west was tha flrst
anti now most thoraughly-equippcd station, and whare
wt reside for about cight monîbs ai tht yaar ; wbilc
Part Narevin, or Cook's Landing, is tht casî anti new-
ast station, openct inl r88o,.and wherc we reside for
about four mnnhs of the year. These stations are
thirty miles'distant, tht oae fnom, tht other, hy watcr,
andti wenty aven the mauintains, anti h was ta enabie
us tht mare frequcntly ta visit the easî sida that in-
duced us ta gel tht hanses, anti we are now able ta go
neaniy thest twenîy miles on horstback, though much
ai the patb is ver>' raugb, anti ovar high mountains,.
anti tbrough rnarshy swamps, and.,we must cross six
stncams ai watar betwaen Dilion's Bay' and, Coukes-
Landiag. We can only' ta te the hanses ta tht princi-
pal station, far bayanti that, we muinsbe content ta
walk wben the peophe live inlanti any, distance
irem tht short, or where thene are no hoat harbours

ta take the boat, and 1 find 1 cari do the wark of visi-
talion much more thboroughly on foot than by boat, as
there is no haste about the weather, and no place is
passcd. We shali neyer be ablc te taike the houees
beyond Cook's Bay on the east side without an outlay
of money beyond ail henefits to bc gaincd thereby.

Referring to the purchase of a steamer foý the ruis.
sien, Mr. Robertson writes : On account af the very
beavy current expenses, wc have rcluctantly decided
to build, or ask the Churches tu have buili, a sailing
vessai cf not less than 300 tons, and we have givcn
up the idea af a steamer. But our ncw vessel will be
about twice the site af the present Dagô ring, and
ivill lbe thoroughly arranged so as to provide state
roins, or cabins for thc mission famihies, teachers
and officers, a gond hold for cargo and stores, and
being so mucli larger thon tha presant vessei, mission-
arias will bc able always to gel bouse material, and
boats, tanks, etc., fromn Sydney, besidas their supplies
and mails. r'hen we have asked that she bce bujît tu
sal wll-and Ibis is what our present Dayqpping
could neyer <lo-and of course she won't moka people
sea-sick; she won't make those sea*sick whio talk
about imissiosi wcrk at a sale distance any how-thty
are quita safc. But ail cannot be missionories more
tha.i inînisters at home ; but that won't relieva any
person from his salemn dutly tu do ai in his power to
hava this world brcught ta Christ.

Since our return ta this isle we have dispensed the
sacrainent of the Lord's supper thrae timcs-twice at
Dillon's Bay, and once at Cook's Landing-and we
have visited a great deal, taught classes af young men
and wonen, taught a special class for the training af
taachers, visited, for a change, the northcrn islands
this ycar as far as Arnbrium, attended the annual
niissienary meeting in July, held this year on Tanna;
conducted a class for church menibersbip, dispensed
medicine daily, visited the sick and dying ; pteached
every Sabhath and Wednesday, halped tu cut a bridie
track across the island, twenty miles, and made three
miles of good rond ; assisted by tha natives, 1 have
built a ncwv dining room 3nd pantry, a stable, whiar4,
tivo workshops, a boat bouse, two bridges, made dolors
and windows, floored aur scbool bouse, and we' have
gaI no less than ten buildings rethatcbed at the twa
stations, incltiding aur cottage on the east side.
Tbese arc aur mission buildings; that is, ail the varn-
eus buildings needed at a mission station, and do flot
include aur district school, bouses. Perhaps as many
as ten schools have been built since we returned, but
only ane of these was a plastared building, the others
were gond, strong, bardwood buildings, cuytered with
thatcb. WVe have also tried ta ha kind te ail traders
that callad bar;, and canoe.wrecked natives of Aniwa,
and we have shown 'wbat attention we could ta aur
missionary brethren and afficers of H. 'M. ships that

,,have been banc since aur return.
1 do regret flot beirg able ta write more letters. 1

have namncs of dear, kind friands in Canadda ta wboma
I earnestly desire ta write, and tht memory of their
bouses, churches, manses, studies, offices, and their
kind faces and kind words and kind salid assistance
tnakes me asbamed as I read over the list in. my
memorandum book af names with the words follow-
ing : IlPromised Ia write regularly on my return to
Eromanga."l But ah, though my beart is the same ta,
my belaved Canadian friands, wbat about lime? 1
cannot do more than 1 am doîng, and as it is 1 work
fraru six a.m. ta ten pari.

IT is intended ta beld an International Roman
Catbolic Scientiflc Congress at Paris, in ApriL. A
comalittea bas been making preparations since 1885,
being assisted by scbolars andi àcientists throughaut
the world. The camniittee on arganization includes
the Alibes De Broglie and Vigoroux, tbe geologists
Arcein andi De l'Apparent, the Egyptclegist Deraugt
and the Orientalist Deharlez. The abject afithe con.
gress is ta survey the results af modern scicntiflc te-
search, and ta attempt ta show ibat there is ne dis.
cord betwcen the tnntbs af science and tha doctrines
ar revelation as helti by tht Roman Catholic Church.
The lectures ta be delivereti before the cangress in-
clude the subjects af natural tbeàlogy, nitaphysics,
cosmology, psycbolo0gy, ýpolitical éconoaùY, social
science, physiology, etc. No vote wifi be'taken pledg.

igthe coingress t:) any particular tbeory, and the
afflect af tbe meeting will be a moral ane as. distin-.
guisheti frnm an authoritative ane. Severa1 non-Çatho-
lic French scientistis propose là offer papers for con-
sideration..


