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SEVERAL replies te a short commnunacation on
Revivals, which appeared ln a recent assuc, hiave beena
receaved. For soane of thcmt space wili b>c tound as
speedily as possible. Unauthicntacatcd letters, watlîout
excception, en thîs or any eathier topac, arc necessaraly
cxcluded. __________

DvRmmsG thîls pari cf the ecclesiastical year applica-
t;ons for admission ta the ministry ot the i'rcsb>tcraatn
Churcli usually cerne belte l'rcsbytertes. Tlîc as
anc point in our polity that slîotald bce tuliy cxhbbted
te the gaze of ever, applicant befere lie takes tis: final
step. Tbis Church ,ocs net undertake to provade a
pastorate for any man. WVe an gave biatiy amount
of %vork in the mission field. WVc can ]et haais baose
on our vacancies. %Wc can do nothing more. liefore
bie can biena pastor the people anust cail bia. B-ernay
get a cali in a month, or a yenr, or hoe n ncve.r gel
one. He must take bis chance. As matters nowv
stand, the Church cannot even anak-e barr ccrtaan that
hoe ivli get a hearing an a vackns.y. lad wc a geod
schemce (or supplying vacanc.es ivc maglît assure faim
that hie wiii get a chance at tbc peeple ; but at prescrit
we caniet give hini even ibis asturance. An Epasco-
patian, or Miethodist, or any oather man whiose Churcli
ah&ays provides bier ministers wvith a pasterate, sheuld
consider this point weli beltre makang a change. Our
systerra niay or may net be the nght onc; but. makes
a caîl freins the people indipensable if a mininster as te
occupy the honoured position of a pastuî. If taits
point had been put %, 0. dly beture thetanin. 5 uf ait
applic.antsconsiderabie disappoantinent and pu.haps
sorte suflering would have baets saved.

Now for the usual homilies about the dejpravity
et people who listen te speeches six or seven heurs
long in Parliament and complain about the iength of a
ferty minumtc sermon. Ab a maiter of faxt people do
net listen ta speeches ai ai in Parliament an'the sense
ia which thcylisten to sernmons. Then'.c.-bersgoout
and in, wvrite letters, rend papiers, ch. t, cheer, sleep,
interrupt, indulge in occasional hortepiay ut variaus
kinds, go eut and ha, e a soke, and sanie we fear go
dowvn te, the lower regions occasionally and retrsm
theniselves with sometbîng stronger than waîcr. The
leaders on bathi sides are suppeged te listea te every-
thing, aithougli they don't always do se. The tow
who are speciaily irterested ia anY 4juestaon gave at-
tention. The member who is expcctcd Io rcpiy, or as
waiting todelavtr a speech and bas hb noîcai ail rcady,
usui ' ' lkeeps the rua of tle debate. But thie adea
that a majarity et the members et the bouse listera te,
- long speech attentively for si. ut -ýcben huuis à!; pure
fiction. This m»> bappen o,..ca )naliy bus. nul onc
time in a hundred The peopc i n the gallcrles, if
they have seldom bireas therc ctorc, may gave somne-
thing like sustained attention ibut ne " frequenter "
dees unlcss hoe bas a special inîerest in the question or
in tht member 3peaking. I îees~e-oesecle
wcro delivercd ance'a wveek, or unie a monîli, or
evea once a year, nobody would listen te themra
at ail. No comnarison can bc made between par-
iiament-iry and pulpit oratory The caditions arc
entirely di«eéren-_ The homilics about listerming te
long speechçs in Parliaincut and ciamouring for short
sermons have ne, force.

IE Rev. J. R. jaques, D.D. PbDgives seven
tensons in thae CArPis haut Guardiecu wlîy certain evan-
gelisis are Se successful. Dr. Jnques wiii probabiy
agrec with us in saying thcre is a most important
question bebind <liese rensons-WVhat is success?
Probabiy lie %viii aise agreo wili us in saying liant suc-
cess in the bigliest and bcst sense meas the salvatiosr
etfsînners and the sanctification otbelicvers. Now, ;f
tlîc Iearaed Doctor agrees waîli us on t1icse points we
aire et the opinion <hat il wiii b lie ry difficuit fer 'àim
te show îiîat ay considorable number of evangehists
rire more successtul <ban tlie regular ministers et, Say,
lais own chîurh. A pr.stor Minî adds tventy or thmîrty
or forty naiemrbers ta bis congregation each year is,
numbcrs.ilone being censidered, a mare succeistul
wvorker tlîan an evangelist wlio adds, say flfly or anc
liumdra.d and <lien leaves, nover ngaîn te rcturn. Tou.
frt.quently tais converts Ieave v ii hlm or very soon
,tfterwa.rd Nuanbers, bowever, arc flot the only <bang
an bc cunsidered. Converts sliould hc weaghed as
'<cil as countcdt. A certain proportion et thoeo Iliat
uaîite wviîi n congregation ainder any circumstances
will (ail offl; but it is notarieus that of the number wlio
unite during the services of the typicai evangelist a
larger proportion alaiost always backslide. Exccp*
tions thiere may be, but upon a large induction this
wiii bc found ta bc the ruit. WVe bave nothing ta say
against the enmployaient of any properly accrcditcd
evatîgelist if <he rcsponsiblc authoritics et the cliurcb
or congregation desire te, empioy in. But betore
deciciing that any one order of workers is more suc-
ccsstui thans any other it mIy be weli te ask- What is
surress Thon ive must knowv the tacts in aay given
raçe And we subimitliatba the reai tacts an aay case
can rarely bc Iearncd (rom paragraplis or telegranis
la the netwspapcrs. You reail in the journais about a
great retival la a certain lec.riity. Go tdiere and
converse witli Chrittian mcn cf undoubted pieîy and
standing, and bow ortenl do you find that what you
rend is, if -et absolutely aise, entirely mishcading.

FOR somte weeks past the mast astonishing reports
lime becen an carculataon an regard ta, the effccts pro-
duced an Cincinnati by the labours of the Rev. Sam
joncs. Il bas baea stated that is mecetings werc a:-
tcnded by 9,000 people, Ihat 4,00e porsons lad joineci
the Churche:î as <ho resutait b is labours, liant the
Sabbaîh thcatres were closed, that tbe concert halls
and saloons were aise closed on Sabbath, and, an
short, tat a great moral and spiritual revolutin bit
taken place an Cincannati. Would thant aIl these
thingstere soil hc li(eraidandPresbytera fripndly
though thoroughiy reliabte authority on such mattcrs,
shons <at <bey ncre net se. The bail referred <o--
galiRieb acs auded-hb -hairs for Just .4,234 peuple,
and sis ~jowo %t.,e in si the stage and tic aisies must
bave heid nicariy 5,ooo--a most unlakciy tbîng, tu puit
the malter mi!diy. The Churches bave net rcceivcd
o tenth of .4,ooo mceb, the additions an many ef

<hem, ou. contemporary stalos, bcang ..nial1îr <ban for
the Lorrespanding peraod hast year. The samobas un-
furturaately arc nul tlosed on Sabbath and nover were.
lTme theatros wvere c!osed but are open again. INr.
joncs made ne direct assauhti on Sabbalb desecration,
and tlic Sabbath thicatres were closcd (or a lune
througiî the exertions of the Law and Urde; League.
The League itnds tu procoed against the babbaîii
concert halls sean, and may aise attack <ho saloons.
As wo amglt naturally expect, the lieraidand l'resby-
ter regrets being compelied te malte these corrections,
but (cois lat the trulli sbouid bo tald. WVhen ivail
people heara <bat the cause cf God as net liclped, but
aniglitily hindered, by sucli exaggerataens? M3 îiat
must any caadid, uncoavcrted citizen of Cin'.aninata
tbînk when hoe rcnds that <ho salonms et the caty have
been closed on Sabbath by a revaval mirveraent, and
thcn luuls ai hundteds uft<hemn in fuil blzst? Boîter
chat nu rcport ail ait siiould bc Lîven af any religionîs
movcment <han a i î -.- t which people on the ground
kaow tc bo wathout acaundation an fact. There is toe
much reas<'n tu fear that many simalar reports are as
fouradationtess as those thai originaxeal ta Cincnnati.
If there ib anytthing in <lais world about wvhach mon
should be carefta! mn speaking sureiy it is God's cause.

TUE Dominion Parli ament bas by an uncx,ectcdly
large majority sustained the Gevernment mn themr te-
(usai to commute the death sentence passcd tapon Louis
Riel. A consîderable number cf Liberal members
voted wîth the Goirmmont, anmd seventeen cf Sir

John's French supporters voted agalrast hlm, Though

ference with the sentence of tlle court. The conclu.
sion tu ivhich we carne was the conchlusion Pt which
the Dominion Parlinent arrived ; but we nonc the
Itis admire the conduct or the mniebers wlîo dired to
breaut away from party tics andi voie ais their con.

asciences dictatcd. Ail honsour to, the man, wlîether cf
French or I3,iîisli cragin, wbo lias the moral courage
tistand tal in a striait minotity ani vote as lie thinks

raght. The thrent ta drive the French 'bl tlers," as
they arc called, and MIr. Blalke andi the small numiber
cf Liberals who voted wilb him froain Parliament. is
~.a,thoroughly base. I(there is ne room in the pub.
lac lite of Canada for men ivbo dare te vote as Ilbey
decin right ilien So mucli tic worse for Canada. failln
B3right bas more tf.n onace brolcen loase (rom lits
party, ayc, once çit Icast, resigncd hais sent ini the Cabi-
net, because lic cotisa not agrcc %villa his colleagues on
une point. If we canna: understand such conduct
se mucb the ivorse for us. Wc had always tried ta
believe that public opinion is net so dcgraded in Ca.
nada and publie lifc not se rom:cn as many allege; but
if party bins se cc'rrupted tise people thaS a mcmber
cannot vote on the hinging ot a rebel H-alf.brccd
without having bis political lite tbrentcncd, then Ca.
nada is certainly ini a bad wvay. Men like Messrs.
B3lake, Mills, Caincron and sarie other Ontario mien
who voted wvith tsera cans dq quite as îvcli without a
seat in i>arliament as l>arliament crin du %vithout thcmt.
And the saine as truc, we havc ne doubt, in regard te
somte cf the Frenchî Conservatives %viu votcd agaînst
the Goverament. For anything we know te the con-
trary il may be truc nf ail of dita. Som-, cf thcm
arc ccriainiy cxccptionally able men whose services
the country nceds even il thcy do think Louis Riel
sbnuid net bave baea hanged.

CUNGREGA4TIONAL CO-OP1ERA TION.

Trip days cf happy inriolence and iistless drcaming
in congregational t;cc are fast passing away. Few
wvill regret their departure. Itimay be that5saetames
thiose whe are fuily impresscd watb thc tact that the
demand ofthae age is for an active, living Christianity
encounatcr temptations in ether directions. Thcse are
temptations net ta be despiscd. TMacre is one com-
mon ta our imper(ect hluaran nature wlaich tee otten
miakes itseif vexatiousiy fclt. Thme active Christian is
certain that bis more contemplatave brother or sister
is elearly in the wvrong. And lie himseif is liabte tu
be judged as officieus, P'r artuated by questionablc
moitives. There is a strning tendency te liaâ!y, incert-
plete and-censurious judgments. Anothet temptation
te bc guarded against on the part ef the active Chris-
tian worker is that cf negiecting personai religicaus
culture. Reading, prayer and meditation are essen-
tint te truc personai spiritual progression. Il is (rom
the wvant cf these indispensable exerrises that se much
of the angularity. crotchetiness and intolctançe to, be
met with originate.

In order te unify andl make more effective a con-
gregation's power for good, there m<ust bc large.
bearted and genernus ennsidcr.amt', shown by the
memrbers toward earh Pabier The ideal cengregation
is fl inaptiy describcd as a family. Il should bie a
happy family,.tnd tbis cars eniy be %whrn the truc
spirit of Christian brotherhood is approximately
realized. Did this spirit ptedominate in our Christian
congre * "tiens, tliere %void bc a better diision of
labour than is now the case Ail cannot 611i the saine
8)*.ices, ail are net fitted for leadership i but a per-
vading desire (or the real advanctmcnt cf a congrega-
tion's 9piritual prosperity wili tend te the selection et
those who by devostion. energy, wisdnrn and conimon
sense are best fltted fer the varteus dutics requircd of
them. The knowledge that the best îvorkers bave
been chosen, irrespective of adventitious circum-
stances, bccauise et their speciai adaptation for par-
ticular work wili increase the confidence«oth<e con-
gregatien gcncrally. and will obviate a great and
purposcless %vaste of energy in fault-flnding, and re-
move the fictiliaus excuses that sortie are inciined te
of er (or thoir indolence and esperiaily (or their wvant
of liberality.

Congregational co.operation bas more than nega,.
tivesvirtucs te recommend its practice. In Our Church
courts and at congregational meetings we sometimes
hear etders disparagingly spoken et. It is just .poS-
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