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ISuot'1 Hramzor, bnc a sac) report ta nia.c ta the
Swlss Old Catlîolic Synod at Geneva cf the condition
of tbe Churci. in the Canton ai Ilerne twelvc par.
lshes and tont priests %vero lest the past year, tlbrought
the operation ai Uic parish clcctson lats, thte Roman
Calliolics clecting their priests and thtus getting the

State subvention. In thrte cf these parishes, whec
.C soarity is strong, Olci Cattballc priests are suap-
ps.Ited by trolunîtary contributions. In two cases wlucr
electianb wcrc bold the OId Catholics werc victoricus.
It ls cxpccted other parishses wili hc lst during the
coming ycar. The whola number cf priests Is newv
fufty.nine, against seventy.îbrte lait yaar; but rive
students arc rcady for ordination. There are forty-
eight parishes in possession ai the OIc) Catholics.
The Synod adoptcd a Bock of Common Prayer, coin.-
piled hy Bishop Hetzog frani an Anglican nianual, and
miade it the official inanual of the Christian Catbolic
Church. An Anglican sutes that the book is "Iessen-
tially both orthodox and evangelical, purgeci <rain
Ramush superstition and nover for a nmoment tayaut-
ing sceptical or unhclieving negatians."l

DLN STANLEY asserts that what are in Scoiland
called irrogular marringes-whicb by znany persans
are regardei ms excessive instances af Protestant laxity
-are in fact the rclics cf the ancicrit Catlîelic systems.
Ia modern limes wbat is callcd civil marriage (that is,
a niarriage befaro witnesses wvithout religious services)
has been condarnncdl by bigh Romuan authorities as
hardly deserving the naine ai marniage at ail. But
this (arn- ofimatrimeny is that whxch belote the Coup-
cil of Trent, in ait Continental Christenflom, was
regarded by the Cathehiz Cliurch flot aply as a bona
fide union ofiman and wie, but as a sacrament. The
consent of tuta persans in the prosence of a uitness
was suiliciont ta constitutc a valid marriage. It iras
net titi thc Cauncil of Trent dîrit the intervention ai
the parish priait iras considereci neccssary ; andi even
thcn, net as biiseli perfornîing the marriage, but as
a witness. The celebration oi tuta sacransint is nct
vested even now in the Persan af tho priest who gives
the haniedictian, but in thc pcrson, cf the mian andi
woman who makes tie solemn agreements in bis prc-
senco. Scotland merely followcd the practice cf the
Continent, uthore any witness was sufficient.

TaîE St. Petersburg correspondent cf the "'Daily
Nevs " writes : "lNet the lcast intoresting among thc
signs of the limses is the neW religieus movement in
St. Petersburg. This niavement, which bas mada a
marked acivance duritig the lait winter, dates hack
serpe seven years. ta the sumîner travels ci certain
Rtassian ladies in Switzerîand. There they attendcd
evangelical services conductcd by Lard Radstock and
ailier Englishmen, and by the French pastors, M.
Monod andi M. do Pressansd. Semae cf thest ladies
invited Lard Radsmock ta visit St. Petersburg during
the following wintcr. Me camne in the wintcr Of 1874,
and rcnewed is visits in :875, 1876, and r877. The
evangelical meetings thus connncnced have been wel
sustaineci by M. Pashkaff, Count Bobrinsky, andi
Cousit Korif at the bouse. af M. Pashkoft andi othors.
Meetings ofia more or lois public character have been
bouc) durisig Uic paît winter seve-ral tintes each 'week,
'with preaching on Sundayecî'nings. Thcy tenninated
for the prescrit scason.atuth end coc)a May. The inter-
est tbcy excitoci is shewn by the fact that at the last
meeting upwards of a thousanci persons assernhlcd in
tho mansioni ai M. Pashkofl' on the Gagarin Quay. Oin
titis anti severa occasions averffiw mxeetingsî werc
held, anud mansylundreds; werc unable ta olitait: ad-
mnission.-»

A CiRCULAit isbeing issued by the Warking Men's
Lord's Day Reat Association 1h oppsosition Ia the two
nions .now bcfoFc. Parliament for opening museurns
on Sabbaât, which gives the opinions cf the. late and
the present Prime Mituisters; un thiz question as fol-
lows:- The Earl.oi Beaconsfield, in voting agninst the
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SuncIay opcning of înuscums, said in tie llousa ni
Lords : l «.f aih divine Institoitians, the most divine 1%
that whicli tecures a day of rest fer mnan 1 bold lt ta
bc the most valusablo blcssing cver con.tcded to mari.
Tt is the corner stonc of civilliation, and lts retrnv-l
might evcn affect the becaltlî of the people. Tt <the
opening of museunis on Sabhathl is a greit rh-tnle-.
and thosc who suppose for a moment that it could bc
llînitcd ta the proposai of the noble baron ta open
inuseutrmu will find tbcy arc ilstaken." TIîc Riglit
Hon. WV. E. Gladstone, MAI>., bas always votcd ngainst
tha Sabbath opening of the Blritish Muscurn, ecr, and
in tcply ta a deputatian ini Match, 1969, he said :
'ÀThe religious observance of Sunday i5 a main prop
of the religiaus character of the country. Front a
moral, social, and physiral point of view, thc obser-
vance of Sundiy is a duty of absalute consequence.1"
In a letter daied 131h January, 1876, Mr. Gladstone

wrote as follows to Mr. C. Hill: Il ielieving in the
aîîthority of the Lord's day as a religiaus institution,
1 must as a niatter of course dcsire the recognition of
that authotity by others. But, over and above this, 1
have myscif, in the course of a laboriaus lite, signally
experienced bath its mental amdi Us phyt;ical bandeits.
1 can hardly overstate its valuse in this view, ndi for
the intcrest of the working mien of this country, alikc
in these andi n other yet highcr respects, ilita is
nothing 1 more anxiouisly desire than that they slîould
more and marc hîghly appreciate the Christian day ai
tst.,'

TT seems that ltaly, quite as much -as France' bas a
titia ta call itscli the niod%!m IlLand of Mliraicles."1
The Roman correspondent af the IlDeutscher Mtr-
kur u says that he %vas assured bý a Cardinal dhit no
sveek passeci in svhichi not Iess than tavo or tiarce new
mirtacles, nt least, wcre reported ta the special Roman
Congregation which is cntrusted with the examination
and vcrification af such phensoiena, ind that the ac-
counts are aiways signed by a number of clergymen
ai out.of-the-way parishes. How inventive te agrs-
cultural clerical mind s in this province miay bc
gathered from the amazing story cf the " Madonna of
tha Hens" Maa'?onnaitle Ga.llite. Trey.r g
at Pagani-a significant name for the village-not far
irom Naples, an the 4th of April, the day dedicated
ta IlThe Seven Sorrows ai Mary," a lien belongtng tou
thc fanuily of Tortora laid an egg whi.h cxhibitîod an
unusual ndù noticoable unevenness ai surface upon s
shcll. The family conceded that thcre was a sign of
supernatural intervention in this perfectly natural
phenomenon, and called a priest ta tbeit counsel.
This warthy cieric, after careiully scrutinizing te cgg-
shahl, petceived that the roughened surface %vas nothing
more or less than a bas-relief, flot very artisticaily
executed, of the Lady ai Sarrows holding the infant
Jesus in her arms. Sucb a piece cf supern.-ti .rai
sculpture could net romain in private possessioni; it
was taken ta the church and laid upon the altar for
thc vaneratian of the faithiol. Ench succecding yoar
the paTish has helci a three days' devation in honour
af the Mladolita delle GaZie, ani the nuiraculous egg
laid by Signoa Tortora's hon lias beca exposed for
the consolidation ai the faith cf Roman Cathoiics in
an agc.of unbchief and revolution. This year, for the
first dine, a great procession in honour of the niarvel-
Rous egg iras organizcd. The pcasantry flocked ta
Pagani from, the surrounding neighbourhood, and a
number cf offerings wert miade ta "lOur Lady cf the
Egg.» _______

A vo.uIE ai sermons lately publisbed by MeM ýil-
Jan, Camnbridge, under the title "Scotch Sermons,
î88o" is thought by niany likely ta attract as match
attention and taise as much and as bitter controversy
as the once fanious, but now ail but fargotter, Il Essays
and Reviews.1 Tiiepreface says that it IIbas originatcd
ini the wish ta gather tagether a fcw specinsens af a
style cf preaching which Increasingly previails amangst
the cleWg of. tie Scottish Church0 lTe writers are
among the more prominent rninisters cf the Estab-
lisheci Cburcb of Scatland. Wcr may natice the Vol-
umne moe at lcngth by %nci by. In the mecantimne the
foUloWing answer, which Principal Caird would give ta

tha question cf the Illillippian gaffler, niay r.itherstartie
a gond miny people ;"I answer . . . thait ta whist-
cvcr %world death, introdiîca yoa, tic best c onceivable
preparation for it is tu labour for the hillbest good cf
the world kn which you lîve. Bc the -change that
de.itl bringe, ivlat it may, li wlîo bas -ipent bis lire
in frying ta miake this waorld better tan ncver bc uin-
prcparotd for another.Y Mr. Ferguson -anoilier af thc
sermon %vriters-vcry curtly gives bis readers ta un-
dersiand i ît~ ".IlTo insist that no ancwvho rejei the
miiracles ai the l Nw Testamient may clalir ta ho a
Cbr'stian, ii intolerance thit ought ta bc resisted.'
A third, a Mr. Stevenson, in bis ?cal for catliolic coin-
prelicnsion would like ta have a place in the Church
aven for th iii.tcria.list. The sphere or reliion, bc
siyp, is spiritual , dia spherc oitheology As Intellectual.
Now the clifflicuities of the materialist are altogetlier
intellectual, and, therefore, bis errors, if tlîey are
erroers, sbould not bo held as fatal or detriniontal t0
lus spiritual "tle. Il He iînay net,» s-tys tur. Stevenson,
Ilbe a theiat in the senso in îvlich you arc a thcist.
I-l inay not accept, as you acccpt the Christian doc-
trine cf irnnortality, bo't docs bo thereby cease ta hc
religiaus ?" Is ibis flot inuther words saying that
wlîile it is a goond thing ta ba a Chîristian there is no
grcat iarm in nef' beiîîg ana ? In 0iort, if thesc gen-
tlenmen prcacli the Gospel t mnust ba after the faision
ai laini cf whîioîn tha quaint and godly Rowland Hill
used tu saiy that "hali preaclied the Gospel nîuch as a
doîîkcy munibledtlitc- vyauùsy.

'%Vi are not to suppose that the danger ta Repub-
lican institutions in France, fronsi the presonce and
tcacliing ai the jesuits in that country, is mnercly m-
nginary. jules Ferry in a rccent debate in the Frenchu
Scnatc gave a suiiary ai the works, especially the
bistorical anes, put into the bauids ai jesuit pupils.
Amioîg otlicrs hae citcd .tha writings ai l'ère Courval
wlio 'larrangedi IRIlThe Hibtory cf France " hy Père
Loriquet, and the works ai Pêrc Gazoau who imitatad
l'ère CourvaL The school inspcctors tind thteo bocks
distributecl anid tauglit evcryivliere as standard classi-
cal works. Tbey attack tlîa Revolution and glorify the
revocation of the edict ai Nantes. Tbay abuse such
moderate nien as Necker and Turgot; protest against
the ider. cf national sovceignîy anci prcdaims ln the
mobt fortilile îîî..nex that Franc was beaten in thc
last wat becauso slie duserteci the l'ope. la fact their
boksandi the wvhole course ai Jesuit taaching attacks
the vMr fundations on which the presont stateocf
things in France rests, and wi5h, ta bc cousitensanced,
in toaching what, if belicved and followed, would aver-
tur the Rcpuhlic. The struggle, in short, is betwecn
the lay spirit andi the tbeocratic ; bctween the Syllabus
andi the Revolution, andinm such a 111e and death
stratggle it is net surprising that the blac soldiers of
Loyola sboîîld, as in ailier days, roceive notice ta go
and at once. If an organized and ponerful body Or
ecclesiastics were ta proclaim ta ail their pupils,
and in ail their text-books, that Qucan Victoria
was a usurper and that wvhoever assassinateci ber
would do a work excellent an& meritoriaus in the
oye cf Hç,pyýtn, we daubt if cither Canada o:
l3ritain would bc ai ail a comfortable place for the
pcrnianeni residence of these ghostly fathers. The
Jasuit apposition ta, andi hatrcd ai, ail RepubliWn~ in-
stitutions in France are practically flot much Iess thau
wculd ba implicd a ic these we bave supposed.
Whcn it is a struggle for existence, nations, lilce imdi-
viduals, may ho excuseci if thay take measures of a
degre cf vigaur which in lois exciting times anight ho
thoigbt extrenie. Stili the very ic cf popular institu-
tions is froc discussion, andi it is a rusky business ta re-
sort ta physîcal forcewhon as Guizotuscd ta say,"Ithose
who stand by tic tangue aught ta ho put down by the
tangue." It ks saici that thora are 158,04o membera cf
difféeont monastie orders in France. 0f these thora
are 127,753 women andi 30,287 mon. 0f 416 assolcia.
tions cf men only thirty-two are authorired, but the
latter are hy far most numenous. Only 21,000 porions
&.ong ta these unauthorired fraternities, andi the
must cither submit or ]cave France. But the Jesuits
must ]cave in any case.


