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THE PROGRESS OF FORESTRY IN
ONTARIO.

In considering the progress of the
movement in the direction oz razional
and sclentifle forestry methods in On-
tario. it is difficult to overestimate the
Importance of the legistation Introduced
by the Commissioner of Crown Lands
in the Legislature of 1598, styled the
Forest Reserves aAct, by which power
was given the Goverement to set nside
ateas of the Crown domain to be kept
verpetually for grawing timber.

While the far-reaching conseuences
of the carrying out of this Act ar»
veadily perceptible to those who haive
made a study of the subject, i is
doubtful if the great value of the For-
est Reserves Act to the people of On-
tarfo is generzlly appreciated. The
Bureau of Forestry receives many let-
ters expressing sympathy with the efs
forts to promote .:lentific forestry in
Ontario, anad quite {requently the hope
is expressed that we may soon adapt
the system in vogue In Germany.

WHAT 18 FORESTRY.

Scientific  forestry, as the writer un-
derstands it, Is the growing of wonid
<€rops fer profit, and from that s and-
point thr expensive and semi-mi hary
forestry eystem of Germany is out of
the question in this country. where only
a comparatively small part of the for
€s1 ¢crop has a mark»t value. Ger-
mzny. with a much small r acreage
under timber than we have, expends
more on her forestry sorvice each vear
than the total expenditure for all ser-
vices in Ontarlo. Ina country where
every product of the forest in< a mar-
ket. even 1o ke leaves ani the roots
of trees, it is peofitable to plant traes
onalarge seale at a cost of $10 to $15
per aere, but in Ontario. where the
territory to be operated is so I'rge and
tabor high, where only a portian of thy
most valuable sorts of trees can be
solid, the financial profit in this m«th-
2d of fr=wt culture would be proble-
matical. *

lating to Forestrye,

NO NEED FOR EXTENSIVE PLANT-
ING.

Fortunately we do not n:e¢ to follow
this plan.  If fire an? the farmer's
plovrh are kept away the forest crip
will re-secd itwelf. and the st thing
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is the diréction of obtammg for the
whole people as great a prafit as pos-
sible from the great crop of stawmdirg
timber with which w. wers originally
endowed.  From allowing a iavor.d
firm of contractars to cut timber at
thelr own sweet win, whkere and when
they chose, free of any chargss by the
State, to eelling the standing plne tim-
ber only 10r $13,300 per square mile,
plus SL25 per 1,000 feet, board me:-
sure. nhen the timber is cut, Is very
great pregress in the direction ref rred
to. vet that is what huas been £ee me
plished.
A FARMING COUNTRY.

Untll quite rec:ntly Ontario was re-

zarded as a purely azrieultural coun-
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to be done Is to see that ar as af hind
suitable  for tree growing are Dera.
nently s:eured for that parpage con-
fining the actual Manting operations to
such scattered blank spaces s Sve
fadled to seed readily, and to so dircct
the cutting of the ctanding crop as to
insure a continuance of the right sars
of trees.

In armanging for such a systematic
method as will be most brofitable to
us. the Fersst Rererves Act is the first
impartant step—is, in fact, the inaug-
uration of a sclentific forcstry system
in Ontaro.

FORESTRY DEVELOPME

A perusal of the historical sketch of
the development of our Crown timbor
regulations, appearing elsewh-re in th's
report. will dlsclose h sicady Progres:
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within five miles.

try, adapted only o agriculture, in
walch timber was not considered a
profitable ecrop. The aim of our legis.
Iators was to clear the ground fur Bea-
eral farming burposes, and in doing
$0 10 first dispose of the most valuable
timber to the best advantage.

On that basis it i3 doubifal if any
better svstetn  could be  devisad  than
that embodied In the Crown T myer
Act of 1849, with th> subs*que 1t amend-
ments and the regulati ns adopted ua-
der it Thit Ast provides fo- th- sale
of the standing crop of tinber to the
highest bidder, the fee slmple of the
land remaining in the Crown, to be
disposed of subsequently o the sottler.
The lumberman is given n license iw
cut certain specified kinds of timber
on payment of the price dgreed upor.



