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DECLAIIATION OF TUIE BIS'IMPlS OF THE NORTII ANMElUIAN
COLONI ES.

siF-!otie fifleen vearsa:go, the' Biis)lmnp nr Queli'e, Tirtonto. Newfuîîiifland.
Fredericton aînd Montreal ivet in vonferenee nt Quebee. thcy pulishiei a îlevkrati<'n
of their vicws upon cerfait questimny. in wlîtch. ils they eoneived. the itifertsfst tif
the Volonial Chureh i ere involved. Ats .,'Onîe of'tie. plints are likvely, nt Il fis

tant day, to bc re-tvxamînedl ive iake n few extruiets fronu ilie miînutes~ wlih iliey
plublislied on iliat ae:so,:nd would invite to thell fliceurefl attentauuu of oUur
reader.- C'h. Wilness.

il. CONVOC'ATION4.

Ini consequence of the unoinaloîis state of the ('hurrh (if Eîiglaud Ili tl"se eidimite

with refèreice to ifs general Lyvertn,îîent. anii the dotîlîts elitertainled ns fi, the %81*.(1
ily of anlv Code( qf eecesiaîstical law. the lusnsof t ~ liotîeeses experiviiete gi cat

difficulty in actiuig in acetirdance %vth their epsep iiiiiitssti and lrrial s
and their (ICCItions are Iliîe to miseorisfructiun. as if etnîîînat Iig frnti thveir iindivi-
duuil will, and tiot fr<,n thec general body nf flic (iurch ; %ve,ý 1iietefore. îi.ilri
desirable. ini the first place, that the bisht>)ps, Cler'-y anîd laity of the ('lurel of
Eîîglatid ii) ecd dioesc should iieet togctlier in ».ynl((l, nt such finies zint in suühl
mariner as muîy bc agreed. Secondly, tliat gie Illity ini ,uCh synod Alild ;iîeet l'y
repre!ýentnf ion, ami flint thlicr rcprû.,entaut i ve le eti iiiiiinrncaint.. Tlîiu-lly vIt ik OmUT
opinion thats ns qjuestioîns ivill ariseo froin fiie fo finie whîieh will :îffe'et the' wvefitre
of the Chureli in these ceolonies, it is tlesîrilîble that fIi iihnî vlergv Jaill laity
s'hould uîîeet in lcouiil uniler a provinvial iiîetropnlifuîn, witlî poîwer to fraine sueh
rules and regulatiocis fnr ilie lietter cnnduet of our eclsnsin ffiirs ai, 1-Y the r-aid
couneil nîay be deenied expedient. Fourtlîly. tlint flic s.aid eotincil rliotit lie diviîled
into two liouses, the one -eousisting of the Uishnpis of tliese several dlioreses luihur
their metropolitan. anîd tle otlier of the presîtyters and lay tiienîlmer, of the "htireh
assernbled (as Liefore nientionedl) l'y relîrt-sent.itioti.

U'pon these grounds, it ttplleaust tn lis tîeccss.nry that a mietropolif:în slînuld Le
appointcd fur the North Ameriean dinceses.

Dcîubts bcing cntertained w6o are to lie rega rdeil ns members of the Chunrli of
England in these rolonie.s, and as sucb, what are their speci:îl <luttes anîd rig)it:. we
are of opiniion that ('lîurch)-rnettîierslîip requires (1) adîiîissinn iuîfo the (hri>ti.in
Covennut ly Iloly I3nptisitî. ns our Lord commîîndcd. -in tlie naine of flie Father,
and of tlîc Son, anîd of file Iloly Ghost ;'' (2) that ail Chureli uuînilcrs are liIndl,
uecording f0 their knowledqge and opplortunitiect. to tonsent ndi eonfi'ruu to flic rules
and ordinanees of the Chur-eh, and (3) acrding to their ability. nn. ais Goti l ath
blesse<l them, to enntribîîte to tîte bulp<rt of th Clic ('hur , and ose~;lyte ttose
who uninis.ýter to tlîem in li<ly tlîings. Up<în thec fulfilmnent of therse diifie!Z, flue>'
may, ns Church members, dlam, at our lianîls and at file lîands of our eler,«y gehier-
ally, ail custorîiary servitces and miinistruitions.

WVe cerfully recognize the duty and privilcge of prcnclîing flic Gospel te t he
poor. and of allowing te those who can P)nhkc us no worldly rcconîpense flic sanie
claim upon our services, in publie and privafe, whieli wc grant to tlîe more irenlhy
Meuîbers of Our floce.

We are further of opinion that Churcli menibers in full communion are those
only who receive w~ith their bretbren thec Sacramient of the Lord's Supper, uit the


