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TuE political situation iii Canada is
POLIICS. decidedly interesting just now. Conserva-

tives are nmeeting with extraordinary suc-
ces 'lil e niumerous bye-elections now going on, and theM..,orîty for tie Federal Governiiient is waxing exceeding

gra anadiatîs account fo this success in varîcus ways,
an. acording to their political faith ; but makiiîg every

allowarîce for tlijs anîd tlint " solid " vote and this and tliat
'ltcllinterest, it is pretty clear to the unprejudiced
tijat commînercial union with the Unîited States or

Unres8tî.icted reciprocity, wbich ever you mnay please to
Calj, 111 iît inaking inuchi heatlway iii Canada. Coen-

%tltueicie lying liaird by tbe Llomain of Uncle Sani andPOPUlarlY Supposed to be enamourcd with the idea of rccip-roCitY, have dcclared against its champions in nlo uncertain
t Ojce No îlo.bt tbic Conservatives have beexi aided flot ahittle by t.ue Counit of the Iloly Ronian Empire, ai-d thei cl~it lie and lîis astute lieutenîants hîave broughit upon

rhea1 l party by their iiîterestiing experinients inflnancial atiairs. XVe in coîinmoî with our fcliow Canadianslave aiways regarded the great Liberal party of CaîîadaanOthin' Singf li pure, and t"o Iind that its supposcd chief
shoceisi is lot a cliaracteristic after aIl, is a great

o toOu" moral susceptibilities. 'Plic fact seins to bejýtth" electors hav'e coule to the conlclusioni thiat the Lib-

erals know as înuch about boodliîîg as the Conservatives do,
and prefering for the nost part tue policy advocated by the
latter party, they have chosen to support its candidates,
praying the while that boodie and boodiors înay soon be
things of the past.

UNIVERSITY TH p Conference on the sub ject of Univer-
LI ENSIONY sity Extension Lectures anmiftie meeting of

delegates from. the different Universities
of the Dominion to draw up a scheme under which these
lectures may be carried on have directed attention to this
inmportant question. Both these meetings were lbeld in
Toronto. To us at *Trinity there lias been the added inter-
est that Trinity bas already taken the field with thc two
courses on English Literature, the one dclivered last termn
iin Toronîto, and tile other at present going on at Hanmilton.
The movement took its risc in England, its originator bcing
Professor Stuart, of Cam bridge, now meniber of Parliament
for a inetropolitanl constituency. The aim was to takze the
place of the isolated popular lectures and to substitute a
course of systematic instructioni on sonie one subject. It
was felt tlîat in tlic town especially there was a large nuni-
ber of both sexes who would welcome the opportunity of
continuous study extending over a lengtby period under
conîpetent direction, and this was found to be the case.
The niovement at once was a great success. Oxford, Lon-
don arîd -Durhami followed the example of Camnbridge, and the
University Extension Lectures have becoîne a feature of Eng.
-lisb town life. The movement has extended to the United
States, and lias met with great and growing success, and in
more than one Province of the Donminion of Canada it bas
gained a tirni hold. So great bas beenl the success of the
niovenient iii England and so nîarked the beiiefits timat it
lias conferred on tlîe cornîiunity at large that the demiand
lias been nmade by some cf its supporters for a grant from
tlic Public Treasury, but this bias been opposed so fa,' suc-
cessfully by miany othier of its friends wbo sec that State
aid iiîeaîîs State regulation and coîîtrol. It is to be bioped
tlîat the mnovemient wlîiclî is in its infanicy in Cariada, and
wliich depends for its success on its elasticity will not be
crushied at fie outset by oxer-regulation. The control of
the niovement should be in the hands of the Universities as
a wbole, and eacb shîould hoe left as far as possible a free
lîand, being bield responsible for, its own work. The follow-

irgare the chief features of the schie in England. The
Lecturers are appointed by the University, the necessary
funds beiiîg gruaranteed by the Local Committees, who are
responsil)le for ail expcnscs. A course exteîîds as a rule to
ten or twelve lectures, A carefully prepared syllabus is
issued foir each lecture. The lecture lasts about an hîour,
and there are usually a îîuniber of thiose who attend who
are satistied with simiply attcnding-doing no f urther work,
But cîlcourag1(ement is given to those wlîo ineani real study
in the following ways :text-books are appointed, and tlie
portions te be read are stated on the syllabus cf eachi lec-
ture. Questions are set after each lecture, te which all
those wlîo wisli nay send writtcn answers-tbe fruits cf
the lecture and their readîng. Thiese answers aie read and
corrected by the lecturer, wlîo comîneiîts on themn at the
class wlîich is lîeld at tlic conclusion cf each lectuîre. la
tlîis class questions mnay be asked anJ difliculties stated.
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