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account lie givcs of thc abject of his trcatise is so con-
cise and cleair that it must bce quoted, for thc understand-
ing of bis position :

1< thought that the first stel> to'vard. satisfying
sevcral inquirics the mid of muan wvas very apt to run
inta, %vas ta take a î'ieîv of our own undcrstandings ;
examine our own powcrs, and sec ta w~hat tlîings thicy
ivere adaptcd. Till that %vas donc, I suspcrted ive bc-
gan nt the wrong end, andi in vain souglit for satisfac-
tion iii a quiet and sure poissession of t ruths. That most
conccrncd us, %ilst WC ]et loose Our thoughits ilita the
vast ocean of bcing, as if aIl that boundlcss extent wcrc
the natural and uindoubted posscssion of our under-
standings, whecin thr :c %vas nothing exempt (rom its
decisions, or that cscapcd its comprehensian. Thus,
men extending their inquirics beyond theuir capacities,
and letting their thoughts ivander into those (Ieptlis
whec thcy can find no sure footing, it is tic wvonder that
they i-aise qucstioni and multiply ~iisputes, whichi, nlever
coming to any clcar resolution, aie proper oniy ta con-
tinuc and increase their doubts, and ta confirin thein at
iast in pcrfect scepticisin. W.hcreas, ivere thc capacities
of our undcrstandirigs weil colisiderco, thc extent of oui-
knowvlcdge once discovcrcd, and the horizon found
%vhich sets the bounds bctvcen the cnliglbtene' and dark
parts of things, betwceen %vhat is and %vhat is not coin-
prehensible by us, men would, perhaps. %vith lcss sci-uple,
acquiesce in the avowed ignorance of the one, and cm-
ploy their thoughits and discourse with marc advantige
and satisfaction in the otlier."-Locke, II0f the Hlumait
Understar.ding-," Chap. L., p. 133, Bohn's Ed.

This important paragraph siew.i ckcarly the teil-
dcncy of Lockec, to clear iq ground, lik-e Bacon, so as to
make a cormplctcly ncw starting point available. Just as
Bacon appcarcd ta anticipate absolute certainty, as the
resuit of carrying out his principles, sa Locke scenis to
expect that Ilthe capacities af oui- undcrstandings wcll-
considcrcd, the extent of our kr.owledge once discovercdi,
mnen would bie quite satisfled to forbeir lauincbing out
' into the vast occan of being,' and cease ta pry into those
things that are, or are considcrcd 1 unknoivable."'

The cssay 'n the human undertandng-atbout îvhichi
a fewv words mu,.t bc said-îvas publislied tienr the close
of the scvcntccnth century. In it Locke puts forth and
defends tvo propositions

(i). That there are no innate ideaç.
(a). That ail knowvledge springs fromt expcriencc.
The Intellect hie comparcd ta a blank lear, upon

which observation af outvaid lihefomena makes certain
impressions, and further refiection thereupon gives bristie
ta ideas. This Essay was subjectcd ta many attacks
from those wbo saw wbat consequences miglit flov [rom
the developmncnt of bis tJ-cory. Bishop 1-1illingflcct %vas
amangst the most notable of these. But on thc ol)îcr
hand lhe found defenders fron amongst the clergy.

Locke hiniself vas probably a Christian, and hie actually
wvrotc iii derence of Cliristianity, but the argument af bis
Essay, vieved front one standlpoint, w~as decidedly ihn-
ential against Christiantity. The matcrialistic aspect or
the Essay %was ripidly taken tUp and developcd tc, its
utmost limits. Locke dcciî'ed knowledIge froin sensation
and rcfle&tion, but there ivere flot wanting followcrs ta
unite the two, to spcak of reflection itself as a kind of
sensation. To suchi there cxists nothing but the sensible
wvorid, i.e., matter. iVe cannot sec, licar, touch, taste or
smell anything eil., therefore tiotlîing cisecexists. Nor
inded is there niccssilv for anything cisc. Ail thnt
mnan necds for his lif1% cliat is for the satisfaction af the
senses, lie finds in the %vorid around bum. Whicn lic dies
bis body carrupts and mouiders to dust, and as tiîa,
entails the destruction of the senses, s0 of nccessity it is
the end of nman. Since inatter only uxists, there is ne
God. Nor again is tiere any necessity for otie. Matter
contains within it the isccessary pot.cntiality for devcl-ip-
ing phenomnta. In aur own ýnys I)Iliiosolpbcrs supcracd
ta matter a mysteriaus F-orce, whkhl is the Author of
Law, and thc cause af ail the changing phcnomcna Of
sensc. 'Fli arguments in favor of Materialis.n have, it
ii, titouglit, rceived a grcat stimulus front Uic claboration
of the Darwinian 'tliory af Evolutioi). B3y it the cit
once of différent geins and specics is explained, so that
01-- aId argument of special creation of cachi is ovcrcomc.
But the Doctrine of Evolution is naîv bield by many %vbio
are by no incans 'Matcrialists, and it is 01113 by falling
back, upon unverificd hypotiieses tha%, it can bic cntirely
niatcrializcd.

Sucli bas hen tie dcvclopmt:nt af Matcrialismn. In
its last and mast negative stage it becoînes Athcisiii. It
is not, hovcver, just to charge Locke witb rcsponsibility
for this Iast result, any marc than it is ta charge Bacon
îvith rcsponsibiity for the dai-ker nide of the results of
Scicntific investigation ; but it cannot bic (lenicd tlîat as
the latter is the foundcr af Modern Sciencc,so the fariner
is the foundcr af i\Modcrin Materialism.

Tite antithesis ai thc I>hilosophy of Locke, in its
most Materialistie dcvelopment, wîas in oui- oîvn country
maintainedi by lierkcley. The tcndcncy af Empiricismn
ivas, ai bas bec'i s~cn, ta materialize mind, ta make it a
mere i-csuitatit ai sensation. Thle tcndcncy of Idcalisin
is ta take an oppasite course, and sa instead of rcsulting
in the materiaiiation of spirit, arrives at last at the
Spiritualizationoaimatter. Tite Scnsualists cricd, "There
is nothing lint maitter!" ." Nay," rcplied the Idcalists,
"There is nothing but spirit !" This latter extreme

resuit ivas tiot rcaclîed dircctly an>' mare than the former.
A more nioderate formi of Idcalismn is conncctcd with the
sîame ai the great Germant, Lcibnitz. As apposed ta
Locke, Berkeley maintained %with mnuch carnestîîess and
abulity that aur ideas ai-e not derivcd front the material
world, iicbli as indecd no i-cal existence, but fromn God
Iiniiscif. Thie things wceaindtouich havetno existenice


