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but also the special love of God toward those whom lie has chosen to believe
and be saved. " God conîmendeth his love towvard us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us *"z and I'the love of God is shed abroad
iii our hearts by the Holy Ghost, whichi is given unto us." This second
proof of the love of God is verv properly muade conspicuous in our Confes-
sion, because it is the most decisive, and yet the most apt t0 be denied by
self-righteous mortals.

Again, it is somietinmes alleged that our Confession savours tou much, of
the jargon oif the schools. Truly, tiiere is mucli god logic in i t, but no

,jargon. Systemiatic and pointed in the arrangement of its inatter, it is alsu
select in its diction. Acquainted wviîl ail religious thinking, ancient and
nmodern, our divines chose what shoulti be saiti, andti hey saiti it in w'ords
miost guarded and intelligible. Tlhey exanîined the old sententiaries andi
alsu the ncw : but, lhke gouti Protestants, they were themselves ]iblicists;

nul infidel unes, suchi as Crediner andi Weillhausezii but hionest belivers in

Christ and the Holy Spirit. Anîticipauing the future, as well as reviewving the

pa!st, ini the light of God's Word, they j)roduced n document mnost schoIarlý,

most pupular, and i ost appropriate. TaIk nul of jargon, Ve whuo would

give the palmn ta the wilfulness of D)uns Scutus andti le jesuits, rather than tw

the intellectuality of Tliomas Aquinas and the I ominicans: as if the ducres,

of Goti wure nul accordin, tu eternal wisdonii. WVhy shoulti we be asked tu

abandon ur Calvinistic decision, inuderation and Nvarmth, for tlie profale

abstractions avtI limitations of Fichîte, Schelli ng, Frederick \*on Sch leg,A

Schleiermacher, Hegel andi such likec ? l'lie immoral andti anthecistic casî oif

speculation is t0 lie carefully avoided. And that it may bu su, let us hiolti

firinlv Iby the maximi of Aurclius AXugustinus : 2V'n fiai~d nisi O'uuixwt

ezisfieri vdlii, zed si;zendo ut liai, 72"ci z/se/lâcindo . Nothing, is donc, unlesb

the :lmighit) will il 10 bc donc, cithier by allowing it t<> litr dune, or liv doing

at Hinmself. Augustine niay have useti some aînbigtn 'us language reilectin.&

the dependi~nce of creatrres 0o1 God ,but lie diti fot fal int a Stoical

iioncrgismi, Mien lie escaped fion Manichacan dualisni. If.-any dou,)t tis,

let theni rend attentively the Civitas D)ei, I-il). %. Cal). viii, ix, x, xi. I epiend

upon it, our Confession is nonc the worsc for beng ,tsron-lv an ti-lilagian

and anti-popishi. Let us sc in it the wisdoni oif ft)luwîing the Augustinian

method of criticisrn and interpiretation andi doctrinc, radier than the semi-

pelagian Comnilitorium i f Vincenîlus Liin is. Be as',trcd thnt the truc


