
THE OWL

the advancernent of ideas on these sub- Nor th
jects froin the age of Hoîner to Virgil' dui
tillie. A weig]

TPle Hot-eric hell is Erebus, the iotîse A\ ive
of Hades or I>Iuto, and is placed at al, Thîan r
indefinite distance below the earth, ini the SLc:
far East. Beiow E'rebus. as far as Erebus pant
is beiow the earth, is Tartaruis, where arc whe
punislied the Titans and other offciiders with
a.,ainst Zens. 1loner nakes no mention il). tna
of the " Isles of the lest " of Pindar, but Ili, 1"
speaks of the El*'ysia.n IPlain in th%! far severe
re-,ion of the sunset. " No snow is there. mouth
nor any tain nor great: stormis, but always a pict
the River Ocean sendeth forth the breeze Morais
of the shrill WVest to blow cool on rnien." doing
Here we shall find Rhadarnanthus, son of their 1
Zens, <whoiii, we shall notice, Virgil places appeai
in a very différent locality>, and thither and s]
shall jass Menelaus without dying, becaiise traditi
[feleu, daiugler (f ;Zeus, is lus îvinfr; mark mwen
you ! not on accounit of any igh moral foundi
qualifications of bis own, but siniply sîîoulc
because lie hapipenied to becomie united to goes
one of the reryal family of Jove. afterc

After a l)lood.offcrmng we enter Erebus, to the
and what first :strikes nis is its dairlness coul
drcariness, cl.mhlliinss. Th'le air is full of Whîchî
glooiny fè2eling of the grave. 'lhle ghiostsanp
crouch lere and there, or fli! about singly, in ne:
or go trooping by in crowds, but are ail j
niere semiblances (idt;la), and only mcenti<
after drinking the shcep's biood, regan mn
cnnughi of the faculties of the living to rend c
bc able to converse. 1leli is flot laid ont torn
so that we cau undtrstand it exactly. teilipi'
Honier wouild appear not to have liad a and p)
very distinct idea of what lie wished Io terriî,l
describe as Erebus. Evcrytliing is indis-
tinct, uncertain. On extensive plans of Wt
giooîn we hiehold warrior-wvriîs drive ...
tlheur chariots, and hurl their long Nlpear.ç And ye
hunlters pursue thecir gaine. ii P% tac, the W\ho ri

49 1 FoT lieghosts appear Io havc Ille sainle occuipa-
tuit.s in the nethcr wvorld as the wouid But
ahove. sis b

But those who comie licar niq appear of tho
dlisati-sficd, tunhaî>py. Tlhey secimn to oc- thie sh
cupy tliiiîselves- as ilhcy do nîierely tc pass i.liodc
Ille tinie, not Ilhat fley -arc g-ven -.n1Y lie nut
j:alestire h)y si) doing. 1'hey unove aboui, verse
lookiiîg, fri-id. witlh acid counitenance, ais loinis.
îhoughl thecir gond waimnî bodies -%vould le descri
ai conîfort to thenui iiere. Trheir feeling T'anta
on the suhject of life in E-rehuts is weii whomr
voiccd by Grent Achili&s shade, who crysta
says : wile
" Talk tint of rtuling iin thiq dol'romîs g1cxin; stone
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inl, vain words (lie cried) cati crise iiiy
arn.
I chioose latoriomusly to bear
il of woes, and brenthe the %vital air,
to soine porir hind that toils for brend,

cign the sceptrcd uuuouarch of the dead."

ïï an after-hife, then, as Homer
d could be anything bnt enticing,
so grea c a hero as Achîilles niet
ucli a niiserable reward for ail his
.iiinity and self-sacrifice. I>lato, in
li ird Republic, censures Honier
]y for putting such wvords into the
*of Achilles, renmarking tlîat 1'sncli
tire of after life wvas dangerons to
;, that it wonld prevent youths from
great and noble deeds at the risk of
ives ; that patrioes would soion dis-
-, and men would beconie cowards

Laves." But there ninst have been
ons and op)inions among lus country-
in Honier's tiuîîe, upon which lie
ed bis theories of after-life. H-le
Iscarcely be blanîed. It nierely

Lo show what little hope there wvas
leatli for men in that day, according

pu-evalent philosopliy, and Honier
not be expected to, conceive ideas
it requircd centuries of experience
rogress towards the truth to inmplant
n's nîinds.
the Hoîuîeric Hell, the only sins
>nted as mieetinîg with special punish-
are those against the gods. We
if Titytis ha.v:ng, lus bowels eternally
out by a vulture, for hanving at-
ed to violate the goddess 1.atona ;
erjurers are uientioiîed as undergoiug
e tormients.
es-, thon first, thau rest power above,

feil furies or1 the reainîs or uighi,
dle the dead, ind hnorrid wncs prelpare,
rjured ldî\gs.litsd al Wh() falsely swcair."

nmo nientjon is rnade of any social
ein-g îunislied. With the exccPtioîi
se wlio have sinnied agaiuîst Heaveui,
ades mngle indiscrinîinately in thecir
of gloonii. But: those ~-tlose bories

iburied are forbidden to hold con
or comnînrion wtt-li the <ther jîhan-

Only two other ptmnishiîieiîts are
bc 1 besides tha. of 'lityný;, those of
lits and Sisyphus, tlue former of
iforever vaiiîlv endeavours Io sil) thîe
i broolz, or taste tue luscious fruit ;
the lattcr eternally rolîs a linge
up ai niountain, but no sooner


