
The plot is by no ineans of the author's creation; but> just
as the plots of many of Shakespeare's plays have been derived
from Boccaccio or other like compiler-s of stories and legends,
has been borrowed from an Italian legend of the same titie asi
the drama. Silvio Pellico, the Italian dramatist, has drawn
on the same source for his tragedy, "Francesca da Rimini."
Briefly, then-for brevity is possible, owvingr to the simplicity of
the plot-let us outline the story of' the unhappy Paolo and
Fran cesca.

Giovanni Malatesta, tyrant o? Rimini, found that old ag-e
was creeping fast upon hlm. Bis incessant wvars with iieiglibor-
ing tyrants and thc intestine fends of his littie state had givenl
him no timie to miarry or drcamn of marriage. War and blood
had been the subjects of hiis thoughits and reveries. lZow lie
laugnishied for a cahu, and a wife, " to lead him gently down
the siant of life." Accordingyly, lie despatched his brother-bis
more than brother> bosoni friend, sharer of bis griefs and joys-
Paoloe to RaVenna, to entreat of ihe tyrant of that city the
hand of lus dauglhter Francesca. Paolo wvas successful in bis
suit. In great state lie lcd the lovely daughiter of Ravenna to
hier betrothed.

Soon after bis return to Riraini and iimediately before
the marriage ceremoniies wvere to take place, Paolo abruptly
deelared to bis brother bis- intention o? leaving Rinmini, as lie
had urgent nieed of so doing. As no further reason -%vas given,
Giovanni w'as complete]y mystified, for heretofore no secrets
had ever existed between these broth er-fri ends. His earnest
entreaties and pleadings, coupled with the persuasive prayers of
Francesca, availed nothing except to stifilen hiini in bis resolve.
Yet no departure was ever undertaken more unwillingly than
buis. Why did he go? What inexplicable harrier of a secret
now partially separated the brçthcis ? It was this: Paolo
loved Francesca and knew it; Francesca loved him, but knew
it not. Hie feared the resiilts wben lier love shouldl become con-
scious; nor wvould lis sense of hionor allow hini to reniain near
ber any longer.

Hie left thie palace, but journeyed no farther than Rimini.
Tortured in spirit, lie w'audered ainilessly through the town,
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