
THE AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTI ASSOCIATION MEETING.

rH E Pre.sidenit of thie,,Associat ion at thtis

meeting, 2 lhtl at M4ih\ aukee, W\is.,Nov. 20, 21and 22.,was Dr.Chas. N.Hewitt.
secretary of, he Mlinnîes'ota State Board of
lealtli. Hi. a i - treated of ftle cnldi-

tion of sanii itai v alhiti the lind<4 oN (er. Hie

called for less red tape and offensive cen-
tralised co-oleration, and inependence of
local, State, national healtlh boards. The
true function of the natiual bouard lie
deeined to be to facilitate and to cenent
the independeice of State boards, and to
provide a thorougli national systei of sani-
tary inspection.

The first paper w-as on 'The Pollution of
Water Supplies,' by Charles Smart, M D.,
U.S.A. lis opinion was that. reduced to
its lowest anid siiilest ternis, the question
of water supply is this: the raisiig of suffi-
cient monev to hring iii the wholesome
water. and the investmîent of the health
officer with suffiuient power to preserve
the wlolesome quality of the public
supply, and to prevent the use of water
from sources whicl are knovn to be un-
wholesome.

Dr. Lee, secretar- of the Pennsylvania
State Board of Health, sent a paper giving
his opinions of our quarantinie ber% ice
fornied after a personal inspection. Tiese
opinions were:-1. Want of uniformity in
quarantine regulations, placing one part at
a disadvantage (either counuereially or
sanitarily) as compared witlh another. 2.
Conflict of authority owing to the
methods of appointing oflicials. 3.
Entire lack of appreciation on the part
of local legislatures, whether State or
Municipal, of the importance of the ex-
penditure of considerable amounts of
nioney in order to render quarantines at
once eflicient and inoppressive. 4. Tend-
ency on the part of local, civil, and sani-
tary authorities to limîit tlheir responsibility
to the protection of their own city, reck-
less of the consequences which ma.y ensue
to inlanl communities if they permit in-
fection, wlhich circunistances render harn-
less to themselves, to pass unchallenged to
the latter.

Dr. Gray, lealth officer of Pittsburg,
Pennsylvania. accounted for a typhoid
fever epidemic and for the fact that the

death-rate on one side of a streani bisect-
i lis city was six lper cent. higher than
the other, to the fact that the water supply
drawn froi the Mionongaliela River was
bcinîg seriouasl' , steadlil' , 'anid increasingly-
piolluîted by sewazge, factory refuse, and by
bumiîboat nulisances.

Dr. Barker, secretary of the Micligain
State lBoard of Ficaltt, asked l'or a more
iethodical and sigiifhicanit classification of
vital stat istics.

Barhour quarantine was treated in three
deseriptive papers by Dr. Frederick Mon-
tizanbert,of Grosse Isle quarantine station,
Lower St. Lawrence River, Dr. S. H.
Durgin, liealth officer of Boston, and Dr.
L. N. Salonion, secretary of the Louisianîa
State Board of Health.

Dr. S. S. Kilrington, health oflicer of
Minneapolis, read a paper describing all
the garhage-hurning experinients made in
England during the past decade, and of
four crenatories in reasonably successful
operation in that city.

Dr. Jeroie Cochrane, health officer of
Alabama, who bas been shut u) all sum-
mer in the fever-infected town of Decatur,
read a paper on yellow fever, which leld
that the disease is caused by a transport-
able and transmissible specitic poison, the
germs not appearig to be bacteria of a
generie distinction or kind, the probability
pointing rather to a pathologically produc-
tive condition of the flora ordinarily
resident in the alimentary canal. Infec-
tious aid counicable, thoutgli probably
not by contact but by environment, exotic
in this countcy, non-intercourse is the best
prophylactic. Domniciliary quarantine,
followed by thorough disin.ection, is
necessary.

The Lomb Prize vas given this year for
the best paper on sanitary cooking, the
first prize being $500, and was awarded to
Mary J. Hinman, wife of John J. Abel,
now resident at Strasburg. There were
sixty-nine other contestants, not one of
wlom was deserving the second prize.

The new presidlent of the Association is
Dr. HosmerJolnson, of Chicago, member
of the ex-National Board of Health. The
next meeting vill be leld in Brooklyn,
N.Y., in November, 1889.


