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The British Columbian stamps in which
we include the N ancouver Isiand issues
although comparatively rare are scldom
honored by being written up, and as the
writer specializes thie stamps of British
North America he thought to make a few
remarks on this subject which might prove
interestingto some readers of the INjnrNA
TioNaL. First he thinks that these hand
somely designed stamps are placed by
American cataloguers at far too low a
value. Especially is this true of the used
specimens. It may be that because we
hive in Eastern Canada, we sec numbcers
of the high priced Canadian stamps while
the lower priced British Columbians arc
few and far between. Compare the num-
bers of the used 5¢ and 10c. pertorated
Rritish Columbian offcred for sale or ex-
change with the 3 pence perforated, the

half-penny unused or even the 6 pence)

Canada that are continually passing
around. It is doubtful if many, be they
dealers or collectors have met with one
of the former to ten of the latter.  Rarely !

do we get an auction catalogue that has'

not quite a list of Canadian stamps valucd
from one dollar upwards but do we not

of paper, watermars and ;)Crfur.\l'ml of the
stamps of each county that he collects,
but why do many specialists of British
North America issues not know the van-
cties of perforation of the Briush Colum
bian surcharges? In the cawingue o
advanced collectors by Coiitr and Calman
these vaneties are yiven as g and 12 1-2
the former being the cegular perforation
and the Jatier the variety. Tn all othe
catalogues that the writer has seen the
regular perforation where mentioned at alt
s given as 14, The writer has used the
Scott Stamp and Coin_Co.’s gauge in
measuring sume twenty British Columlaa
surcharges that are now in his possession
and many others that have at various
times passed through his hands, but has
never found one stamp that showed 14
paiforations by the gauge. The 12 1-2
varicty were evactly as staced, but ail the
rest measured 13 1-2 only. Gnan approval
| sheet now before him, sent by a prominent
Canadian dealer, is an unused $1.00 mark-
ted “perf. 147 but the gauge shows 13 1-2
s whether applied to bLottom, top or sides.
}On the same sheet isa 3 pence Canada
also marked “perf. 14 and in this case
gauges nicely to that number. The
“stamps belore mentioned as having tested
lat 13 1-2 were not what had been received

often find the name of British Colv mbia‘in onc lot but were received at various
does not appear at all in these very cata- 'times extending over years and from as
logues ? ‘The only conclusion that can be’ mdcly separated points as London, Eng,,
come to 1s that these stamps are much; San Francisco, where by the way many
rarer than the prices in our Standard Cata- fguod British Columbians are picked up,
logues would indicate. iNew York and other stamp centres and

Thereis a point about British Columbian ' ail in small lots or singly. As to the value
stamps that is unknown to many, some, "of the stamps puforatt.d 12 1-2 a safe esti-
dealers not being aware of the evistence ' mate would be three times the listed prices
of the variety and othurs ignorant of its'of the 14 perforation excepting the 1o cent
true va'ue. rand $1.00 values which are worth about

One hardly expects that a general col- ! the same for cither variety or about fifteen®
lector would know a'! the differcnt varicties ! dollars each.




