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TOREIGN COMPFTITION WITH ENGLISH
MANUFACTURERS.

HT Londnn Timee pulilishios a letter on thie gubject

T from 11 Hersiee Creed™ and ** Walter Williaine,

junr..” who sweite from Bruseels ]t f« explaft od that
My, Creed [e an tronmaster, and Mr \Willi s the
honorary socretary to the A«ociated Ironmaderd ot
South Staflorthifre.  They state — - Behitn and
France have thrist ux out of foreien nnrketa to an
extent wihieh the public will bardis credit, and ot
wluch the teade fteclt 10 xearcely aware  fhes have
almeat movnopelised 10 Ruseia the trade §n all matters
of manutactured sron for ratheavy purpocs  Lhey
make the rails, thev supply the locomotive englues
t e toolx fur stattens aud the piliars that supgort
them, and they aid the carnmges. Russia f3 now 1n
the it stage of rabway development  kor o long
e to come she Wil be the best enatomer In kurope
forirun an all 1te various furms of manuotacture. not-
w.ihstanding hier present eaceptioual produce in that
high clnss materigl which even we oureelves veeneton-
alis bay ot her fur the manutacturo of steel  And vet
in this market, great and remunerative actually
reater aud more remuncrativo in promise, the
teigian and the 1 renchiman hod the pr I poat-
tion, aud ate 1 a fair way ot obiatniug an absolute
muncepoiy A ke state of things obtans in Spain
There, azaln, England is thmst asido, deeated by
Belgium and France. Ve cannot compete with their
preducers either in price or fo continuousncss and
curmlnt‘y of supply. Noris<tius all, kven st howme,
even within our own buundaries, theso mdustrious
and pushing people are challenging our supremacy,
and that not anfrequently with success  In bar fron.
10 rails, i engines fur agricultural purposes, and even
in locomotives for radwase, they have lately been
obtaining ordera even tn our awn wmucket hore at
homve. Ilow aud whv v this? Ilow §3 it that our
punitinn in go great An tudustry is sippng trom under
ua® It fs a question of grave impoit; and these are
facts calenlated to create great anxiety not only to the
capitai wluch embraces fn ita operations 18 Enghish
countles, bedides the dcutch W etsh, and Diish districts,
but to a iarge popuiation of sprcial habits and .
dustrial xkill, dependent upon the maintenance of
our mines and our tronwarks in full activity and
progrexuse development  To theselatter the question
which we have axhed 1¢ of far greater monent thao it
i+ er can bo either to the State or the capitalist  The
Siate may lose, and yet exist and carry on with loss
nore or jess; the cnp?lalm may be cumpelled 10 make
1 sacntice in converting iz fived capstnl into move-
able, but he can carry that diminshiud capital and
undimini<hied reputation and adming trative ability to
Belgiam, to France, to span, ot to Kuesian Potaud.
There du ang and 1o ail ot those countries he wilt find
creat cual ticlds of excellent yreld, upon or near which
ho can estabieds tronworks, where, withthe apphances
that lus capnral can command and his admfinistrative
oxperence manage, he witl, with the ad ot native
swour, chicerfully  furni<hed at a  comparativels
nommnal rate, tur outsirsp the hampered etlorts of this
country, re1ze for imseds that protit ot which a large
wwopottion would have Leen public property, and
L-nvo the discoute nted and combatiy e artisaus of Eng-
1and a varden to the country and & dithculty to them-
selves.  lo the artisau ot Laeat Bntatn, to the umon-
1ats of her manufucturing distracts, thes question 1< of
tho extremest unpoertance  Fher bie or death hangs
upon its protnpt selution  Travsfer of them-ehes s
shinply an impossibifity, loroign. nations have a
superabundance of tabonr with which, ubtramelled s»
they are by legislitive reatilctione, they can, with the
adof the Improved processex obtained by them from
us proceed independently and tnnmphantly in the
path on which they have entered <0 promtangly, and
which unless we cau crosy ft, must conduct ttem to
ahuoluto monopoly * 118 questton they propoae to
congider at lengih in tuture connnumeations. They
Lave gone to Liussels, wath letters of introduction
from the sccretary and Luder-deciotary for Ioreign
Affairs, and they state that the Belgian otlcials hasve
heen untiring fn aiding them in prosecuting their
I quiry.

A Woherhampton correspondent writes.—A lead-
ing enginecring Urn in this district has for some tune
past, been sup{nyiug itselt with Belzan tron, notwithe-
standing that itx works are surrounded on ail sides by
fron roliing milis.  An wronmaster, who alro produces
wite, intormed me oy yesterdsy that tic ha bought
Belgian tron in preterence to vng hiz owun in hir
wire tntlly, Lrcauso lie could get Biore for s owu iron
than he had to pay for the product of e, um, which
lie recefved in Birmingham at g cest for carnaze of
only 2ls 64 from Autwerp. From that pert to our
Luglish poits it §8 now Letng carried at a freight ot 75
6d.. On those terms 1 is now being delivered in West
lartlepoo), iull, and vther places.

—————————

U. S. Crass Luuisiation —We fully agree with
the Bustont vonraad that  the time s approaching
when §t will be necessary for the peuple of this
country to examing carefully and entically the
principles which undestie thie entire system ot tax-
atton. vur polies with refuicnce to” duties upon
Imported merchandix has aiway s been sueettled and
vacillating, white the ir.pusition of internal revenue
1axes has been Ro recent, that neather vur pubiic mon
nur their cunstituencies have haud time tu arine at
well defined and matured opinlons in reference to
them.” Our representatives ut the Natlonal Capitol,
instead ot secking fur a broad basis on which to build
up an cnduring natonal pol -y, teo often yicid to the
jenistent and coductive appeals of partizan and
d.stinctive interests, vach cluss cmloavounuﬁ to secure
for themselves certain real or supposud cdvantages
Thur, whilo Congress caters to o certain interest in
Yennsyhvania or Ohlo, it not unfrequently hag_pens
that another equally important inferest in New York,
or somd other State, s unfavourably aficcted. In

framing euch important Inwa as thoee relating to the
revenne, it is clearly the duty of our repre<entatives to
free themeely es from all party bias and all purely clas
ronsfderations, acting with a ringle eye to the develop.
ment of the vast resonrees of the country. the diminug.
tion of ita burdens, and the best economy of it
exponditures,

It = aid that nearls all the leading manufacturing
andl commercinl intereste of the country are now ro-
presentcd, by deputation=, at  Washington, each
clamuning for legimation for thelr onn enrichment |
regardlese of the rights of othere  Among the tore
m st of these mas be mentioned the wootlen interest.
and, from the perdstent efforta marle by this branch
of industry for more protection, one wouid suppose l
that it was of more Importance to the country than all
the other intoreste combined. . Wo do not wish to be
rnderatood as opposing the cfforts of swool growers or |
wool mannfactarers, It they can mahe it apparent 4
that they are entitleld to mure protection det them
have §t, but if they imagine that theirs js the only
intercst that is suffering, or that theirs fs of para.
mount importance, they have sery much to learn,. A
loeal contemporary grows eluquent over the misfor.
tuties of the woallen manufacturers It telle asr tlat
there {8 po leas than fitty millions of dullars inyested
in thia bratch of Indostry, aud, as these manutactar. §
r A are making no moues, it calls fur the sumediaie
aid of Government. ow, the shipping interest of
the United States has been among the greater sources
of the National prosperity in yeara gone by. It has
stimulated fndustry by ailfoiding dncnased facihties
for the erergy and enterpriee of the wholo American
people.  But, through fortuftous circumstances, it §«
now in a crippled aud sorry cendition, The deteri.
oration of this element of vur Natiunal greatness may
be justly conejdered one of the areateet calamities of
the time  There I3 at least :300,0000600 fuvested in
thie great arm of commerce, and yet what har Cone
grees done or what does it propose to do to heip 1t
retrlive its fallen fortunes? Piratical craisers ulldl
much to cripple our maritimoe commerce, but the
finishing Llow was given when the prosent unwive
taxee were imposed Even British journals adane
that Amertean merchantmen usd fo beat Britial,
vesselgan all the ports which were common to both of
them  But the use of steam for propnision, and of
iron for construction, has changed the conditions
under which the competition mu<t take place, and ’
has thrown all the advantazes into the hands of the
Furopcan ship-owner. simplv becanse the Americar
taw {rovents the Amerfean stup-builder from getting |
b voesel at the Jowest tate  If the frst outiav of
capital on ¢o expen-ive a thing as a steamship be
rai-cd twenti-five or thicty per cent. by dutied, we
mav be quita rure that one of twa things will happen
Forcign ship-owners will do all the foragn buaners ot
thé ¢ untry which makes such swerdal enactments, or |
e ita own ship.owners will invest their money tn
~hips budit and registered elsewhere.

The following extract from tho report of the Secre.
tary of the Treacury, fully bearsout all we have =aid
0 the subject, in this and presivna articles, **No
~ingle interest in_the United States, fustered althongh
it mav be by legislation, can long prosper at the ex-
pense of other preat intercsta  Nor ean any important
nterest bo erushed by unwice of unequal lawe, wath.
ont other interests being therebs prejudiced  For
Mustrations  The people of the Unitcd States are
vaturally a commercial and maritime §eople—g nd of
adventure, bold enterprising, per~istent New, the
disngreeahle fact must be admitted, that, with wn.
mrmllml facilities for obtaining the nwtenal, and
with acknowledged skill in shipbailding—with thou-
sanil: of milez of sea coast, fudented with the finest
harbours in the world—with surplus produets that
require in their exportation a large and inereazing
tonnage—we ean neither profitably build slapz nor
suceessfully compete with Englich ships tn the teans.
pormuou of aur awn productions,  Twents vears ago
t was anticipated that cre this the United States
would be the first maritime power in the world
Contrary th our anteipations, our foreign commerce
has deelined nearly fifty per cont within the last six
years, . . . . - .
T'he Yricos af labour and material are 2o bagh that shap-
building ¢an not be made profitalle in the { ufted
States, and many of our ahip-yards are being practi-
cally transferred to the British I'rovinces & o
Unlese the causes which prevent the butding of ships
in the United Stafes shia 1 cease, the fureign carrving
tradc, even of our own productions must be yielded
to other nations. To this hunnhation ana lass the
}wnmc of the United States ought not to be subjected

f other branches of industry aro to procper, if agri-
cniture s to be profitable, and manufacinres are to
be extended, the commerce of the country mnst Lo
restared, sustained and increased  The United States
will ot be a first-class pewer among the Natfone, nor
will her other industrial futeresta continue long to
prosper as they ought, it her cominerce shall bo per-
mitted to Jangnish **

These are the reasons why American tonnage is chut
out from the great branch of traflic. for which wo
have equalls good, i” not better facilities than other
reople, and which woe see offers profits enough to in-
duce wmdependent capitabstz to compote even with
subsidizod Iines. And Congress will confor a lasting
benedit npun the whoie conntry it it will devate a
share of its attention to such legislation ae will afford
onc of vur most valuable interests & reasonable chanee
fur recaperation —N. ¥, Shupmng Post.

MageACHURPTTR:. WPATTH AXD GENFROSITY —
The Boston Dty Freninag Voice for November 3th,
has an article on_ ** Factory Girls,”” which shows that,
while tha manufacturing coryorations ‘‘are making
dividends to stockhalders from 3 0 110 por cent , tho
girlz in the mills are»+dly overworked, wnderfed and
underpaid, and, at the sxmo timo. subjected to a rigor
of discipline which adm! s of no relaxation until it
ture itself gives way."”

Tie Poet OrricE XD THETELEARAFPHA.~Shortiy
before the revignation of the laat mindstry, a bill nas
drawn uppre idag fur the purchase and working by
toverament of the telegraph lvea of the Unfted
Ringdom The project was put forward after a long
enprespundence with the principal «ff cinis of the
Teading telegraphic companies, not only of England,
but a'so of some of the nations of tho Continent, It

fa andersteed 11 at Lord Sianiey of Aldertov takes
great Interest jn the promotion of the cheme, and
alen that the present wdnistry have ghen it their
approval.  There scome no renson why telegraphs
thould not Le put under the maungement of GLovern.
mente cqually wilh the Post-office, to whicis thes are
o valuable ncaunilinry agenta—~theone havinge drcomo
the cumplement of the uthier 1 the great machinery
of the world's correspoudence,  There s« no doubt
that, if the «cheme be adopted, the pubite will bo abla
to eend measages at a condderably lower rute than
they aro able to do at preaent.  Best'er the detaile of
the swurhing of the sarious nnes wouidd be carrled out
with far greater comp et ssn and expedition. It has
been rhown over and over again by the most distine
guished of our poliical econunists that, when cortain
Institutions assume a cortam degree of magnitude,
thev can be more easls carried on by one great mn.
naging power rather than by :everal distinet bodices,
cach of which has toundertake expenge little loss than
that by which ali the distanet braachics could be mam.
tained under the centraliang s?‘slom. Under thns
principle the Posteoffice unquestionably comes, and
wo fee Hitle oF no reacon why it should not applv aleo
to telegrapha, fur thelr vast net-work gpread over the
three hingdoma haa now become 2o extensive and com-
licated that the intervention of Government seoms
nevitable  The most noticeable feature of the scheme
proposed i tho adoption of an uniform rate for a given
number of words as respects any distance, tho rate
beng mueh ltower than that at present followed
And here jt may be added that, though the Fngljsh
cumpanies hase reduced their prices since sheir firet
constitution, their rates are still mueh hagher than
these wlneh preval on the Continent a1 d in the
Umted States  Under the plan recommended tho
Government wounld have to constzuct new lneg in
addition to thuse alreadv extsting  The postal ar.
rangemenis wenld be made to comcjde a8 much ns
posable with thoso of the telegraph oflices. and tha
cstabbshanent of & central telezraph burcan corre-
sponding to the General I'ost-otlice will make g re.
markable addition to the detail: of the project  The
sevoral stafls of the exiting comrates will, it ia pre.
stimed, pass inta the cmployment of the Government,
whiio such officials as managing directors and seere.
taries will hiave to be provided with fredh appoint.
wente or clie penrioned off It appears advisalile,
congidoring the ad\'nntafzm to be derived from such a
step, that (covernment should proceed at ence to huy
upand work the telegraphic lines of tho United King-
dom, mven at a loss for not only would the public
benefit by the prevaleace of the Jow tarifl, but more
liberal terms conld Vo entcred into with fornign
Yowers, and corre<nondence with the Continent
areatly facilitated, It i« ouly just to add that tha
details of the rcheme have been drawn up by Mr.
Sendamore, «f the Leneral Post-oflice, whose fervices
in similar matters have been gracefuily achnowledged
by Mr  Gladstone an the House of Cummons.—
European Times.

A Repairing Dock for Bormuda,
The London Times of the 13th December says . —
A stupendousspecimen of enginceijug work jsnow
in progross in the yard of Mossrs Cumpbell, Sohnson
& o, at Silver-town, facing Her Majeaty 'sdechyardat
Woolwich—npamely, &n envrmous wroughtar. n fluat-
ing dock, capable of receiving ships of the Bellerophon
e'asq, for the Government <emice at Rermuda. The
plates of fron, bolta, girders, &e., nsed in the canstrue.
ticn of the dock, will amount to about 8,00 tons
weight, consisting of 48 water-tight curpartments, by
five longitudinal bulkbeads and seven traserse man
ribz. It will be fitted with load chatnbei g, and balanco
and air chambers, for the special purposes of flonting,
sinking, aud carcening on the sides. W hen leaded to
its requisite draught of water, the ship _intended for
repairs will be brought into the doch, and a< the wator
ic allowed to flow out of tho chainber. the ship will
ground on the blocks  The cassons having been put
in position at each end of the di ck, the water ruvning
under tho ship then flowe into the air chamber, and
teaves the vessel dry  When thie repairs are com-
pleted, the water will be admitted jnto the dock
throngh culverts or flufce valves in the caissons in the
usnal manner, and the ship witl fleat ont without dan.
ger or ditlicalty  The contractor, st is stated, have
suggested to thie Board «f Admiralty the acdition of
movable fluors or traps for the facility of doeking aud
repairiag <Lips of heht burden without loss of time.
The wasvs are of sutficient buoyancy to float the ship
when the repairs are sufliciently advanced to admit of
their being completed afloat and the dock isat once
ready for the reception of a second <hip with but an
honr'sdelay  The dock wili be doublobottomed. The
bottom platings and main_ribs are composed of 1.
lateg, and the inner skin d-inch, Theinterior will bo
incd with balks of teak wood to proteet the iron, and
also 10 afford greater faciity for shoring u!) the ships,
The dick »ill be 3% feet in length, 72 feet in depth, 84
feet clear on theo inside, and 124 feet aver all.  The ma.
oritv of the p'ates, which are all of Welsh tron, rolled
vy Messra, Rhymuey & Co., are 20 feet by 8 feet 8
inches. Tho workissuperintended by Mr Darnadby, a
Government officlal attached to Sheerness Dockyard,
and will bo comnpleted and in readiness to be towed
out to Bermuda jn tho summer of 1868, ’



