
Gities of Refuge.

CITIFS 0F REFUGE Novetuiber. 2, i 902

1 Joshuta 20: 1-9. Coiniit to ineinory vs. 1-4. Rend Psalii 40'.
1 The LORD also spake unto Jash'ua, saylng, deati of the bigb priest titat shall Io-, it those daYs:
2 Spcak to the cbiidren of ls'raei. sayiu-g, 1 Appoint thon shall the s1aver return, ni Coie unta his owu

ont for %-ou cities of refuge, wbercaf I spake unto you city, and tinta his ownr bouse, urîto the city froîn
by thc biaud of Moses: wheîtccc lie lled.7

3 Tbat tle sier titat killeth alluperson 2UInaWare.S 7 An thcy appointed Ke'dcsh i Gaiiee iii motnt
anîd unwittiugi may flce thithel : aud they shall be Naph'taii, and S heeltcm lu inotnt Epliîrniiîu. and
your refuge f rom the a-enger of blood. Kir'jath-ar'ba, wiciî ig Ilebroin, lu the inountaiin of

4 Aud 3%vlien hie that dotli fice unto one of those .1 tudait.
cities 4 shaii stand at the eînering of the gate of te 8 And Soi tbe other sie Joî'dan by Jer'ielbo en-st-
city. and shall declare is cause lu the cars of the ward. thcy assiguied Bc'-icr i the wiiderness uîtau
eiders of titat city, 5 they shahl take biiin juto the city the plain ont of the tribe of Reu'ben, and Ita'înoth iii
uiito ten, aud ive hlm a place, tbat lie incy dweli Gil'ead out of te tribe of (",ad, and ('o11111 In fla'siiait
aing theut. ont cf te tribe of Muiset

5 Aud If tbe aveuger of biood pursue after hlm, 9 Tiiese were the !t cities appoiîîted for ail the ii-
titei titcy sbiali flot deliver the siaver up unto lus ireit of Isramei, aîîd for the stra ige.r thaît s,.jotrîtit
ltand ; because hie smote luls ueighibàur uîawittiîigiy, îuuoug thein, tîtat wvltoever kilictit mîy persn u0 at
and biated hia not beforetime. uuawares miglit flec tititer, and îlot die by the liîaîd

61 Aud lie shal dwvell it titat city, until ho stantd o! te aveuger of blood, uîttii lie stood 'I>efoue te
before te cougregation for judgmeût, 4 and until the congregation.

Revised Version t Assignl yon : 2 Unwittiugiy and uîtawares; He shal flice ; ' Andi Aîtd 01111
and; i Set apart; 8 Beyoîîd te; S Appoiuted ciLles; 10 Uîtwittlitgly.

EXPLANATION

Connection-Having divided te couquered ]and
aîîoug tbe twelve tribes (eus. 14 to 18), the îtext step
was to provide lavrs to proteet ht mu life.

1, 2. The Lord spake ; giviug a divine plaît for
lusseuiug as far as possible the evils o! te custoîn of
te îteare..t relative of a person wbo ltad been slilî

avengiuglus deatb. Theavengerwas cailed the goci.
Cities of refuge. Among tbe Hlebrews there wvas

Map cf Citiez of Itefuze <fiuatrtivo Notes,
nto siteiter for a wilful murderer (Dent. 19: 11-13), tior
wvas lic allowed to atoîte for bis crime by the payînent
of îttoncy, Nut. 35:311 32-. These elties were slmply
to allord tue siîîyer rcf tige until lie sbould bave a fair
trial. By the hand ; by te agcncy of Moses, Nunt.
35; aîîd Dent. 19 :1-13.

3.Unawaxes menus witbout luto.nding iL; un-
wlttiagly, without kiîowling IL (Sec Dont 19 : 5.)

Your refuge ; proteetiitg the nationî as %veli as the
slayer froîn violenîce. The avenger. Tite rigltt of
takiug veugeance beloîuged ta te flearest maie rein-
tive, but It mnust be publiciy aîîd accordiug to law,
flot ln tsi baste or fury.

4. Oncb of those cities. Tbere ivere six ut ali.
.78. At the enterlng of the gate ; wititin te

arelîcîl pissage-wvay tat pierced te itigli, tiîick wiiil,
aitd wviieh wvas protected by agate. Hlere tejudges
oftei\ bield titeir court, 2 Sain. 15 :2. The eiders
%ver( te rulers. Give hlmi a place. Uîîîii proveit
guiity, be is to have ptrotection aîtd support. Ilaving
loft htome likeiy in haste attd uuprovlded, lie is tc be
cared for it the city of refuge utitil itis innîcete be
establisied.

5, 6. If the avenger. pursue: as it %vas his
riglit and duty Lo do. They shal flot deliver the
slayer Up ; because It is prestned titat lie is innto-
cent uîttil proved gîxiily. 'Until he stand; for triai
before the people and teir judges. IL required nit
least two wvltncsses to coîîdeîn, Nuin. 85 30. If
guilty, he %vas siain by te avenger of biood, Deut.
19: 12, 13. If innoccît of iîttoîttioîîal inarder, lie %vas
kept in te city until the death of the high
prlest. For some furthcr particuhars sec Sit. 35 :
25-3M. Hle ,as safe oniy so luîg as lie xeîtained wit
lit the eity, aîîd its suburlIsof oîte Liîoîsatad etibits
-about 500 yards-beyond te Nvalis.

7, 8. They appolnted. There Nvere tbrce ciLles
of refuge oit cach sie of the Jordan. Oit te wvest
side Xedesh, in the far iturtit among te Galilcaît
his; Shechem, it the cenitre; :Kirjath-arba
(ilebron), ln the soutit. On the other aide-ante
eust side, flerer, iii te soutit. The wïiderness ; a
wiid, u-acuitivatcd regloit. Bamnoth in Gllead«;
la the territory of Gad. ",Gilead"I is tue mouitUtil-
ous reglon bctwet te Dead Sea aîîd te Lako of
Galilce. Golan; ln te nortit, ln1 Bashan, a terri-
tory exteitdiitg front Giead to Mîouînt iHermnî.

9. These were the citiez. Titey were ail Levite
ciLles (c>. 21). The ciurci vas to ho Liteguardiait of
justice. .Par the stranger; who wvas to hatve te
saine right of protectionî a:s the Hebrew.
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