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THE PALM BRANCH.

QUIE!R LITTLE~ HI5TORIAN3.
JDtlceUdciit.i

Just a raindlrop loitering carthwardl,
Ail alonc,

Icaves a tlly -"tell-tale stor'y
lIn thc stoule.

Gravel tossed by teasln-g iater
Pewni the 11111,

Shoed -wherc once Ili mcrr-y laughiter
Flowed a rIl.

li tue coal bcd dark and hlddeu,
Feras (Iiow querl!)

ILef t a message plainlysai,
" We'Ve bcen lherc!",

You i.uay sec lybere tilly ripplcs
On the satuls.

Leave a bistory wnrittcîî bY tlîeir
Unscen biands.

WVly, tue oak trces, 1)3 tlicir becîîding,
Clearly show

Thc directIon playfiul -%ids bleiv
Years agO!

So our habits tell us, littie
Maids andi men,

wliat the history of .1-r whlole Past
Life lias becs!

LETTER FROId REV AIR. KIRBY.

Dear Children of the Palm ]3rancli:
I was thinkmng to-dayv whlat ever shoiild we do if W~C

'vere like the elhinese. WVc secin te ]lave so little turne
te worship our Gedl, and se littie tinle to worship at ail,
iliat 1 doni't; sec hio% ive celda managec te worshîp su
iiiany godls as tire Ciniese ae.The gods of China
itre legion. Iii tir le temples there are thec grreat

uîaeand in tire shrines ilhey have odt! fragmnts of
MIdS. Evcry village, Iid and nuiuntain lias a, god of
its owni. A god of tire skies Io control tire thundcr, the
rain, the harvests, and tho cleinents; then there are the
spirits of ail tbc dcad, alud cspcciaily cf enc*s ancestors;
-in(d besides tirese every straxige objet aund evcrytliiu..,
thcey caunot understand, for fear it inight be a godl, muults
lie %vershipl)cd. Oddlly shaped stonts, qucer lookipg
gnarled moots, fantasi bits of wood, aud waiifs broighit
ilu wit]r tire fide arc ail. gods to themn.

rrhcre is oe godl, ]iowcver, who bcars tre ]]aille o f
Siu Mcug, LÇoii- and lie lias bec. e> ,od for hîuîridreds oi
vcars. Ife is called tixe god of the kitchen, asud everv
piermil setting nixoseklpn would net Jare dIo anyv-
thing ivithout 1dmii. li sexue botises iiere is ne image
of this god, buit the incense sticks burned for hlis
worsbip arc stuck iii tire crevices cf thie range clilin-
mmcv. 3fany have ]is imiage placed ini thc best rooni of
the lieuse. ]:is birthiday is Ihie feurteentir day of the
eevexith 111out1,1, amidon irat d1ay every fauîily worsiiips
liîîi. -cdi in lus O-wu heunse.

On1 Ilc 2 f ay of tlle Iast 11101111 cf the year theo
gadis are supposed, t o o 1- onii ten dlays hioliday. Oi
that; occasion a paper horse sud ether travelling
equipuxents are burned fer Ille use cf time kitclieu. goil
during ]lis journcy te inake blis annual report te the~
ziiperior goeds. A ]arnp is kept burning constantly dur-

ingýl thle flrst dlays of tbbc îîev year, to indicate tixat the
faiulily la waitiugr to iwelcomec iiuî wlrenev'er lie returnas.
When ebhidren have been away frein homne, after greet-
iug thieir parents, they worship Su Meng Kong.* If
thiiiga go riglit in the heusehiold affaira, if the heu1se-
imuotlier rears sonie niic fat pigs, thiey thinkz the credit
is (Ile ibis goïd. and they give Iilmi thaukiils for ]lis bleas-

N~wI Was thiulciîg, hiou WC blzy peuple coluld find
tinuie tu worshîp al1 thcese groda. Yct, it seemuis fe lis, wc
eau.i learil sonie very important lessous frein tiies2 l)eO-
ple. They are very sinceere and truc te their gods, an-i
%ve admlire their devotion, but do ive renuemiber te give
thanks te cur living llecavenly Fallher for Ris great
Icinduess te ins? O irow %ve talec is blessings aud forgyet
Io thiank hM. lcy ]cept a laamp burniug during thc
lirst d1ays cf the ]1Cw vear; buit 1 reincnmber eur detir
Master saffl, liet yoîur liglit so shiiic before mes, "flot
f'or a few days. but threuglr ail thc year."

"Jeans bids -us sliine, yeu in yeur saal corner and
1 in mine'-> MIhat for? "That mcxi nuay sec your geed
werlis and glerify your Father whîch. 18 in îae"

Jesils 18'- the Èiteien «cd, the weorkshop Goil, tire
berne circle (led, the plrYground, Ged, fer Nie is the
one cf wlrom we eau aay, "Thou Gcd seest mue.>'

I de0 trust -tvheln Jesus bol1s on yeu lHe can say,
"There is eue cf iny littie fcllcwers, and serte daY 1 will
coInfess iliemi befere nuy Father and aIl lu-s lioly angreis."ý

*'There -%e shall sec Ris face,
And uiever, nover, sin:

There froni 1ic rIvem of HIs grae
1)rlnk c'idIct-su picasurea In.

Then ]et our sonzs abound,
And eve' à' tear be dry,

W~"r~ rîar1ihi ti rogqi ]&îî nia n uçl's

Tu fairer %wurl-ds on iiigi.*'

llopimig you inay ail bc Iliere somne sweet dIay bye anmi
bye, ,

1 ani yomr, i<îoking for this gionieus hope,
___ l.I* CW. J. 1,KIRBY,

WVAVS TO flAKE MISSIONARY MONEY.

A band of girls muet onice ac iweek and moude ciothie-
pin bagZ, mron. hiders, diid cioths, disli rags, dishi
tuwelq, hinmdry bags, slicr.bgs watch cases aud pin

ansîoîssd ibuid tîxeni. Tlîey i.e inade a qnlaisity
of very fiiîy bags and dlistributedi- themuuos Ileir
friends- as r.ee1 icles for seif-deniil pennmies.

TIhe boys cf eue baud broughîit large spools Nwiicli
thiey xlitiledl jute, qsàlie. MIien a hoialle ivas mil
Ibrough fhli ile, the end uvas. sliarpeuied, and after be-
ing sand-papercd snd paimitcd, thiey iî'ad mdicc tops for
-411V. A nuuiber cf boys nmade ies aud seid thoni.

Soilie girls muile mélasses caiidy, 0 e' ciate d1rops,
tofIIy, midf poco balls. Othiers quiited vmid tied ccii-
fort .A hr1ad 1 iitdnisiur adnric
,îcgetabbcs alud flcwers aud sold thiem, aud seid eggos
from is.sienary liens. Two selol-boys deliveredl
laskels for flic grocer on Saturday niioringar., sud ain-
other 1boi zoid, a. wcely paper lato Friday aftcmnoons.


