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N October of 1890, 1 congress of the Assvcin
tion for the Advancement of Women was
held in Toronto, and those who attended
that series of mectings will remember with

pleasure the bright and notable women who
spoke, and the clever, witty, yet earnest debates.

This Association which cumprises both Ameri-
can and Canadian membership had not again
ussembled in Canada until the present autumn,
when it held its annual gathering in St., John, N.B.

Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, one of the most not-
able and brilliant women of to-duy, aguin presided.
We are able to publish an interesting account of
the conference—which indeed may be marked as
the last held in Canadn under the venerable Mes.
Howe's presidency—fromn the pen of Margaret
Ellis Colhoun.— Entrok.

The twenty-fourth congress of the Association
for the Advancement of Women, was held in St.
John, Sept. 16th, 17th and 18th  The meetings,
which were under the auspices of the St. John
Local Council of Women, through whose efforts
the session was held in that city, took place in
the Mechanies’ Institute and were very largely
attended.

The AW is an organization very well-known
throughout the United States and Canada, a ses-
sion a few years ago having been held in Toronto.
Its members include the most promineat intellec
tual women of the time. Physicians, scientists
and newspaper workers, lecturers, artists and
novelists are among the professions represented
by the women eniisted under the black and gold
colors of the Association.

The Local Couneil had arvanged for a veception
to be tendered the AAW. on the evening of
Sept I5th, and it was carried out with brilliant
success. The large assembly rooms of the Insti
tute were filled with an intevesting and interested
crowd of people all anxious to welcome Mrs Howe
and Mrs. Ednaih . Cheneye specially, and the
ALANW generally.

Mayor Robertson in his vpening address paid «
loyal tribute to the womanly virtues of Queen
Victoria : spoke of the inspivation Lady Aberdeen,
President of the Woman’s Council of Canada, had
been to Canadian women ; referred to the noble
work of Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe, and peinted
with pride to St. Johu’s own noble heroine,
Madame de la Tour. Mis« Franeis Murray on
behalf of the Council weleemed the visitors to St.
John, regrettiug the sad ciwrcumstances that gave
her the honor in place of the presiden.. Lady
Tilley.

Mrs. Julin Ward Howe, who was in remark-
ably good spirits and health during her entire
visit to St. John, replied on behalf of the A AW,
of which she is aud has been president fur twelve
years  Among other kind things she said the
society had long wished to come to St. John and
were giad 10 meet with such a hearty reception :
the nune of St John stond for peace, love and
amity, and all that was best in the Cheistian re-
ligion  She spoke of the founding of the A.AW,
and its growth and advancewent during the
twenty-four years of its life : of the benefit these
gatherings are, cementing as they do, different
peeples into & closer bond of atfection, with * one
heart for humanity and one eons sience for their
saered duty to it.”  The orvchestra played as a
fitting conclusion to Mrs. Howe's words, the music
of the «“ Eattle Hymn of the Republic”

Mrs, Cheney, and Miss Eastman of the A.AW.,
spke during the evening of the pleasure it gave
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them to be in St. John, and of tho heartiness of the
greetings extended them by their sister Associn
tion. A beautifully decorated refreshment room
was vpen during the evening where ices and con
versation rounded into the entertainment.

The actual work of the Congress began on the
afternoon of the 16th, when the meetings were
formally opened by Mrs, Julia Ward Howe, who
after veferring to the changes recent years have
wrought in tho condition of woman, and instanc-
ing Margavet Fuller, Florence Nightengale, Francis
Power Cobbe, Maria Mitchell, and Elizabeth
Barrett Browning as resolute and independent
advocates of true freedom and the higher cultuve,
continued ; “Mr. Emerson somewhere speaks of
hitching ones wagon to o star, a simile which at
first sight provokes n smile. But it is good and
happy for us to link our common life to the sub-
limity which draws iv ever upward, We of this
Assaciation are but a little group of women, here
to-day and gone to-morrow. Our meeding is «
very modest affair. DBut we come here in the
name of freedom and of progress, and desire to
represeat the great lessons which the age hasg
taught us, and which I will sum upin these words :
Soundness of purpose, liberty of pursuit, unanim-
ity of spirit. HHoping that our three days’ con-
ference. so Findly seconded by the ladies of your
Council, may do sumething to advance these
objects, T declare that the twenty-fourth Congress
of the Association for the Advancement of Women
is open.”

The papers read and discussed during the Ses
sion were  Hovsekeeping a Profession,” by Muvs.
Caroline A. Kennard; “The Bicycle as a Factor
in Modern Life,” by Miss Eva Chaning ; ¢ Litera
ture as a Precuser to Reform,” Ly Mrs. Ednah
D. Cheney, a most scholurly exposition of the sub
Ject: “Rudimentary Art in Relation to Migh
Art,” by Miss Alice Fletcher. Miss Fletcher™s
womanly magnetisin made her a favorite at once.
She is the possessor of a remarkably sweet voice
and holds her listeners attention as much by her
“way of speech ” as by what sheis saying. “Her
simging of an Indian love sung,” to quote Miss Eva
Chaning * was one of the most charming things
ever heard. It was like the warble of a bird.”

“The Significance of Organization among
Women™ was the title of Miss Eastman’s paper
and was a vigorous review of women’s clubs from
the days of the village sewing circle to the associ-
ated charities of the present. *The use of An-
wstheties” by Dr. Mary Moody; ¢ Women as
Guardians of Social Morals ™ by Mrs. Julin Ward
Howe, “ Waifs " by Mrs. Woleott : and * Value
of ecarly habits of Observation of Nature to
Women ™ by Mrs. Bray, whose life at the Light
on Thatcher’s Tsland gives her unusual oppo-
tunities for observation, completed the list of
papers.

[n addition to this it is to be vemembered that
a discussion by two or three of the ladies followed
cach paper, in which many unexpected points were
made, and the benelit of different points of view
given to the large audiences that charactervized all
the meetings. One afternoon was devoted to a
symposium  International Amity ; how may it he
promoted,” in which nearly all the ladies took
part . and this was perhaps the most brilliant of
the meetings.

Among the reports of the various sucieties, aud
from the ditlerent vice-presidents, that from Murs.
3. Drury O'Connor, vice-president for Canada was
heard with interest.

. . .

The last session held on Friday evening, the
15th, was a noteworthy one.  The hall was filled
to overflowing with an enthusiastic assembly of
wen and women. At the conclusion of the dis
cussion Mrs. Howe, in her happy cordial manner,
told of the circumstances that led to the writing
of the Battle Hymn of the Republic. and then
recited that fumous hymn with w vigor and ardor

that stivred overy heart.  Earlier in the Congress,
when moved by a discussion, she had sprung to her
feet and recited “Our Flag” with a depth of
putriotic feeling unimagined possible by her listen-
ers; and now again, after the reading of a lengthy
paper and the close of three duys of arduous pre-
siding, her voice rang clear and silvery to the
words of her poem.

Miss Fletcher graciously responded to a request
that she again sing her Indian song, preceding it
by a charming little account of how and when she
heard it first.

Miss Chaning moved the following resolutions :

“ Resolved, That we, members of the ALA.W.,
desire to express to the ladies of the local council
of St. Julin our heartiest thanks and warmest
appreciation for the cordinlity with which they
have welcomed us to their picturesque city and
theiv hospitable homes, and to the uniform kind-
ness and courtesy which we have everywhere
received. Those ladies stopping at the Aberdeen
wish especially to thank the Aluinnwe of the Girls’
High School for the fragrant flowers which greeted
them upon their arrival at the hotel and have been
daily renewed. We would also express our grati-
tude to the representatives of the press for the
uniform convtesy with which they have treated us.
It is with genuine delight that we shall look back
upon our visit among these sisters who, although
they live across the border line, are yet bound to
us by the ties of a common race and a common
country. Itisour hope that thisvisit maybe another
strong link in the chain which shall bind together
the hearts of all wowen of whatever nation, color,
and veligion in the common interests of educational
progress,” which were seconded by Mrs. Lily Lord
Tifft, secretary of the A.AW., and carried. Dr.
Stockton, M.M.P., expressed in well-chosen words
the thanks of the people of St. John for the visit
of the A.A. W, and the intellectual treat they had
furnished. He was followed by Chief Justice
Tuck who, after speaking in highest terms of the
abilities of the ladies, moved n vote of thanks te
the distinguished visitors. This was seconded by
Mr. Ritchie, und carried by a standing vote. A
return of thanks from Mrs. Howe, and the singing
of the National Anthem led by Miss Fletcher closed
the Twenty-fourth Congress of the Assuciation for
the Advancement of Woren.

So much for the actual work of the Congress, of
the social side 1t is scarcely possible to say enough.
The twenty ladies who represented the visiting
Congress, while the guests of the Council, made
many warm friends.  They were so deeply
interested in the city and its history, so anxious
to visit its points of interest, and so grateful for
the attentions it was a pleasure to bestow, that
their visit nust long vemiin a pleasant memory in
St. John.

‘Through the kindness of the Natural History
Association it was made possible for many of the
ludies to attend a *field day " at Red Head, the
home of Dr. Addy. The Iredericton delegates
invited the A. A, W. to visit their city, which
was accepted, the party making the trip by train
and by boat. Those who came more closely in
contact with the visitors weve impressed by the
charm and graciousness of their manner ; by their
utter unconsciousness of self, and the great desire
to please, that animated one and all. Of Mus.
Ednah D. Cheney who has passed her seventieth
birthday a four-vearold child said, “She is a
beautiful young lady:™ while an enthusiastic
young woman in response to a question from Mrs.
Howe as to what she was going to be, said in
tones of affection, “seventy and a grandmother,”

The St John Local Council of Women deserve
warm praise for the part they played in ensuring
the success of the Congress.  Their arrangements
were all quictly and perfectly carrvied out and
spoke cloquently of the domestic, social and intel-
lectun! development of St. John women.

—Marcarer ELLis CoLuoun,




