A CHILD'S PRAYER.

13

and very rife. Wherever boys are left without careful
parental training they scem to glide into profanity as if by
a law of gravity. The peculiar aggravation adheres to this
sin that it defiles all on whom it falls. Sounds reach ears as
Jight reaches eyes ; one cannot escape. While you are walk-
ing along the street on your lawful business these sounds fall
on your cars—these blasphemous thaughts are thereby con-:
veyed to your mind—engraved it may be on your memory,
80 that you cannot wash them off.

When the physician finds the tongue of his patient foul,
e does not oceupy himself with efforts to scrape the coating
off. 1le administers remedies with the view of reaching and
removing the malady that is coursing through the system
with the life-bleod. 1f he succeed in subduing the fever that
throbs in the heart the incrustations will of their own accord
quickly drop cff from the tongue. This method holds good also
in the spiritual disease. We mustreach the root. The swearer
cannot cast off his profanity and remain otherwise as he was.
When he gets a new heart the lips will be found renewed
also. When he comes to Christ for pardon of his sin then
will he begin to ceasc from sinning. It is a sccret of the
Lord, rcvealed to them that fear him, but concealed from
others, that a man does not really loathe and dread his sin
until it is forgiven. It is when he knows that it shall not
condemu him that he puts it away. Ilc never really learns
to hate it, till he knows that it has crucified Christ. The
apostle Peter writes a list of impurities that disciples should
cast away from their hearts and their lips—*¢all malice, and
all gnile, and hypoerisics, and envies, and all evil speakings ;”
but he does not expect that these can be shaken off, except by
the power of God’s forgiving love already experienced, for
ke says, lay these aside, “if so be ye have tasted that the
Lord is gracious.”

You turn the Gospel upside down when you tell a wicked
person to get quit of his wickedness, first by his own cffort,
1 order that therehy he may obtain the favour of God, Ofler
him, as Jesus offured, the favour of God and the free forgive-
ness ; and that favour accepted will be a power in the be-
liever’s heart that will drive the wickedness out of his mem-
Lers.  In matters of the soul, as in matters of the body, a
heart healed of its disease will svon show its cffects in a clean
toongue.—2%e late Rev. W. Arnot.

WHAT SHALL I DO?

Lo, what wilt Thou have wme to do 2—ACTS ix. 6.

FME aunswer to this question entircly depends on what you

we. If you are a sinaer sccking salvation, then the
Jess you do the better. - Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt hesaved.”  1f you have just heen brought to
helieve on His name, then profess Him in baptism, unite your-
self with His people, commemorate iy love at His own table,
and walk in all the ordinances aud commauvdments of the Lord
hlameless. I you are a baptized believer in union with his
<hureh, then he would have you consecrate yourself to his
services.  Visit Ilis sick ones, relieve His poor, circulate llis
truth, teach His habes,comfort His sorrowiul ones,strengthen
His weak ones, bear your testimony for 1fim whenever an
opportunity offers.  Bemuch with 3lim in private, read and
meditatc on His word, aim§to henour Him in cverything,
always and everywhere ; carry your religion with you where-
ever you go, carry your religion into everything, be thorough,
ant and out.  **\Whether, therefore, ye eat or drink, or
whadever ye do, doall to the glory of God.” Make Christ
and Ilis glory the great ohject and end of your life,so that you
may be able to say with Paul, ¢ For me to live is Christ, and
to die is gain "—so that it may be said of you, * None.of us
liveth 1o himself, and no man dicth to himsell; for whether
we live, we live unto the Lord ;5 and whether we die, we dic
unto the Lord ; whetber we Jive thercfore or die, we are the
Lord’s.”  lat every purpose you form, every work in which
you engage, and cvery pleasure you enjoy, say, ‘1 am the
Jord’s.”  Live for the Lord, work for the lLord, sufler for the
Lord. Make His precepts your ruic, His honour your aim,
and to please Him the end of every action of your lifc.-—ZLev,
J. Smith.

As the rase, a flower of all others most pleasant, is gathered
up&n rough bricrs or brambles, so of diligent and painful
labours there cometh at length pleasant profit and great gain,

A CHILD’S PRAYER.

I heard this story of a little child ;

A Sunday scholar—tender, gentle, mild :

One Sabbath morn her father bade her go

And buy bis beer: she meekly answered, No !
No, O my father, do not send me there ;

The day is holy, and I may not dave!”

“Go, or I'll flog thee: doas thouart bid!?”
Again the child, with clasped hands said, ¢ Nay,
God's law forbids it ; that I must obey.”
“1fnot,” he said, ‘‘I'll tlog thee” : and he did.

She sought her humble room, Lut shed no tear:
"The father went himself and hought his beer.
While he sat drinking it, he heard a moan,
Somethivg between a mwmur and a groan—

At least, he thought so : and went up the stair :
To hear his kneelng daughter’s prayer :

¢ Teach me, Almighty God, to hear my part :
0, dear Lord Jesus, change my father's heart ! ™,

He heard and went ; but soon was on the stair—
T'o hear again his kneeling danghter's prayer :
““Teach me, Almighty God, to bear my part :

0, dear Lord Jesus, change my father’s heart 1
He sat alone — alone : what made him think
Some bitter mingled with his usual drink

Aud that he saw alight, dispelling gloom—
Filling the checrless and hatf-furnishied room ;
And then a hand that pointed to the stair?

And who will say nor I'ght nor Land was there?
He rosc and went : a third time heard the prayer :
“Tcach me, Almighty God, to bearmy part :

« 0, dear Lurd Jesus, change my father’s heart !
1is Guardian Avgel, though unseen, was near ;
What wlnsper was it entered heart and car ?
Heaven’s ray was shining ou the tear he wept !
On the stairhead he also knelt—to pray :

“Teach me Almighty Ged, to bear my part :
0, dear Lord Jesus, change %er father’s heart 17

The prayer was heard :*from that God-blessed day
He drank no poison-drop ; and never more

Crossed he the threshold of the drinkard’s door :
The pledge he tock, and weil that pledge he kept.
And dearly does the good man love to hear

11is little kneeling child’s thanksgiving-prayer,
That fills the house and makes all sunshine there :
*“Thank thee, 0 God ! 1bear my easy part:

For Thou, Lord Jesus, changed wy father’s hearb

From ** An O/d Story.” By S. C. IHull,

OVERCOMING EVIL.

“XA7TUEN T was a small boy,” says the poel Souihey,

“there was a blaek boy in the neighhbourhood, Ly
the nawe of Jim Dick. A number of my playfellows and
myself were one evening collected together 2t our sports, and
began to tormeut the poor black hy calling him ¢ Nigger,’
‘Snowball,’ ¢ Blackumoor,” and othier degeading names ; the
poor fellow appeared very much gricved at our_conduct, and
soon left us.

** Not Jong after we made an appointment to go skating in
the neighbourhood 3 but on the day of the appoiniment I had
the misfortunc the break my skaies, and I could not go with-
out horrowing Jim’s skates. I went to him and asked hit
for them. < Oh, yes, Rebert, youwwray have then and wel-
come,” was higanswer.  When 1went to return them 1 found
Jim sitting by the five, in the Kitchen, reading the Bible, 1
Ltold him 1 returned his skates, and was much obliged to him
for his kindness.  He looked at me as he teok the skates, and
with tears in his cyes, said to me, <Robert, don’t ever call
me ““blackamoor” again,’ and immediately left the room.
The words melted my heart. I burst into tears, and resolved
from that thne never again o abuse a peor black.”

A Chinese Emperor once heard that his encmies had raised
an inswirection in one of the distant provinces. *Come, my
friends,” said he to those about hiw, * follow me, and 1 pro-

-



