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RED AT THE TEACIERS' INSTITUTE, SANDMICH,
ocr, 19tH, 1876,

For the thind timoe we have met 1w comvention,
and it is gr.tifying fur ne, as your mspector, ts see
that you a )Yrccmto gu well thess meetigs, wluch
aro &0 uscful both to you aud your scholars. 1 am
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the cause chat somo’desire, but little if auy benefit
from them? Perhaps it is because somo indispon-
sable knowledge 1s wanting with them, but it 18
above all owing to the reason that they do not
brug thoso dispositions of the heart and nund which
these conventions requirs, and which alono can
bring about cthcacious and desirable results.  And
, how can thoy hape for beneticial results when good

willis w nntmgl; when a serious preparatipn has not
ripened the subjects which are there treated: when
not 1n the least zealous of widening the arclo of

really happy to state that I have already found a

change for the better in the management of our | ther knowledge?  FThoy have not atheart to protit
schuuls,  All the teachers who have put wto prac- | ot the observations dictated by a kind sohieitude.
tice those methods which have been so ably dis-, Expect to reahize marked progress m such condi-

cussad at our conventiony, have succeeded very
woll; yot there are some, 1 am sorry to say, \\||u|
stich to the old routine, and iu so dang keep then |
schouls backward ; but they are few, and I trust
that they aall fullow theiwr felluw-teachers in thcl
path of progress, or else give up their places to
some others, who will wideavour to follow in ther |
schools the new and improved niethads nuggested .
by experience and mudern progress. '

When we firct organized thiose conventions, some
were Jdoubtful of their success 5 but youhave tahen
up the matter in such an earnest way, by secondiag
80 uobly tho views of your imspector, that our|
teachers’ institutes aro now a cumplete success and
an accomplished fact, Exln,riuncu has proved that |
in all positions of life he who dues nut advance re-
cedes.  This admitted, we tindoursclyes vbliged to
seck methods that may Le empluyed and a pith
to be followed in order that we may never recede, |
but on the contrary acyuire an mstruction more and |
moredeveloped,in unlur w attain tue highest degree |
of perfectivn of which we arecapable. f\mougst the |
methods which are the niost proper to attan that
object, £ will indicate the following :—

1st. Legal conventions,

2nd. That o teac :r should frequently visit the
achoul of another gl teacher, 1 order to derive
benefit from the latter’s methuds of teaching, aml
also that he should read special works c.a education,
in order to advance himself in his profession.

The advantages that conventions offer can casily
be seen. 1st, they contribute a great deal to draw
more tightly the bonds of fraternity between the
teachers. 2d, they also widen their intellectual
horizon. Where is the teacher who does not see
any more to be done in the wide field of instruction?

{Jmloubtc«lly you can attain a very elevated de-
gree of instruction ; but when shall you have ex-
flausted all the sciences? Therefore you can and
should still study, and these conventions which
facilitate your work ecasier, are to you of a great
utility ; you find i them cultivated minds, which
communicate to you friendly advice, and initiate
you into varied knowledge, perhaps still unknown
to you; you also mect here fellow-teachers whose
judgment is ripened, and who bestow upon you the
fruits of their experience, strengthen you in the
path which you have just begun to follow, and can-
tion you against the ohstacles which might arise.

Young mstructors of youth, what a precious
occasion this is to perfect yourselves, if you prepare
with care, conscicntiously, aye, even with pride,
the works, especially the practical works, wluch
form the essence of convent.oms, if you lend an at-
tentive car to the judicious ubsenvations and to the
well-meant criticisms which your methods of act-

ingl,‘ saying and writing will have given nic to.
he object of these conventions is, therefore, es-
sentially uoble and practical; still, whence arises

tiwns 18 dreanung of the etfect without having pro-
dueed the cause ! It wall be easy for me to prove
1t, s showing what are the daspositions requred at
theso conventions from the good teacher, and how
they facilitate lus labore

If he possesses good . ill, this bemg the first
quality which 1t preases to discover m nm, he sees
with pleasure the day tixed for the convention ap-
pru:\u*), and 1t 1salso with pleasure that he sets
vut for the appointed  place, regardless of the
lemgth of tho ronte or the state ot the wea-
ther.  As regands practical lessons, they also need
a goud preparation, assurance mn demons ration,
facility in mstruction, the attraction given to teach-
ing, the discipline in the school casily kept, ca})tl-
vating the attention of the pupls, deepennyg their
impressions-  Such are the etfects of o sertous pre-
paration, as much for the practical exercises as for
the daily lessuns of the teacher.

This 13 not all; guod wil and a serious prepara-
tivn do not sutlice; there must be continued atten-
tion paud during the convention, with the trm pur-
pose of deriving benetit from the observations
which the digcussions shall bring about.

Self-love does not blind a devoted and intelligent
teacher. Iar from munaging that he has nothug
more to learn, he acknowledges, on the contrary,
with great modesty, all that 1s wanting in lum, and

i gmtc?ully receives all advices and counsels which
arc given concerning his labors or lessons, whether
these advices cmanate from the mouth of a grey-

the profession.
He does not attempt to impose his opinions, and

has two sides, and that it 1s but by comparing the
pro and con that we can come to the discovery of
the truth.
principles ! May all young practicians alsorecerm.

felluw-teachers, grown grey in the professton !
I shall add a fourth recommendation.

but produce results. Also that a teacher who has
found erther by retlection o by hard »vork, or stll
by studying the works of modern cducators, a pro-

will tirst feel the salutary eftects.

perform,

headed teacher or from that of a young member of '_
he brars contradictions, convinced that everythng E

May all teachers be guided by such .
with respect and gratitude the advice of their older B3
1t is plaw ;

that well-meant communications in regard to the g
result of the experience acquired in teac?ung cannot g8

ceeding which hastens the progress of the child [
cither in instruction or cducation, should imine-§
diately communicate it to Ius colleagues, especially |§
to the new-comers, who will thus see the clounds§
vaush that heretofore had darkened their path. BN
Thereby conventions will become true mstitutions i
where the teacher will contiue to perfect himself, b
and of which perfection the pupils of our schoolsj

When the convention 1s over, the teacher is noy '
yet through his task; he has yet some duties tof8
Not satusfied with having shown beforBg




